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The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 


(53, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RULE X 
SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 
* * ” * o 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 
RuLeE XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* * * 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the house in sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 








RULES ADOPTED BY THE 83D CONGRESS 
House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 

> 2 * * . e 
RuLE X 

STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con- 
zress, the following standing committees : 


* * * © * * ° 


(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


* . . * * * 
RvuLE XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES F COMMITTEES 
* * * - * * * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American prop- 
aganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 


VI 
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INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
NEW YORK CITY AREA—PART 2 


TUESDAY, MAY 5, 1953 


Untrep Sratres House or RepresENTATIVES, 
CoMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
New York, N.Y. 


PUBLIC HEARING 


The Committee on Un-American Activities met, pursuant to recess, 
at 10:12 a. m., in room 1105, United States courthouse, Foley Square, 
New York, N. Y., Hon. Harold H. Velde (chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Harold H. Velde 
(chairman), Bernard W. Kearney, Donald L. Jackson, Kit Clardy, 
Gordon L. Scherer, Clyde Doyle (appearance noted in transcript), 
and James B. Frazier, Jr. 

Staff members present: Robert L. Kunzig, counsel; Frank S. 
Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Raphael I. Nixon, director of research; 
W. Jackson Jones, Earl L. Fuoss, and George C. Williams, investi- 
gators, Dolores Anderson and Thelma Scearce, staff representatives ; 
Leslie C. Scott, research analyst; and Thomas W. Beale, Sr., chief 
clerk. 

Mr. Vextpr. The committee will come to order. 

Let the record show present are Mr. Kearney, Mr. Jackson, Mr. 
Clardy, Mr. Scherer, Mr. Frazier, and the chairman, Mr. Velde, a 
quorum of the full committee. 

Do you have a witness, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Kunzia. Yes. 

Mr. Robert Cohen. 

Mr. Vetpr. Are you Mr. Cohen? 

Mr. Conen. That’s right. 

Mr. Vetpe. Will you raise your right hand ¢ 

In the testimony you are about to give before this committee, do 
you solemnly swear you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Conen. I do. 

Mr. Veutpe. Be seated. 

Mr. Kunzia. If you are represented by counsel, would counsel 
please state his name and address for the record ? 

Mr. Scuetn. George Schein—S-c-h-e-i-n—154 Nassau Street, New 
York 38. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. Just sit down. 

Mr. Conen. May I ask a question ? 

Mr. Kunzia. The witness wishes to ask a question. 

Mr. Conen. Do I have to face the cameras, so I have the cameras 
on me? 
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Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, the witness has asked a question as to 
whether he is required to face the cameras. 

Mr. Vewpr. Well, let me ask the witness this: If the gentlemen of 
the press take your picture before you begin your testimony, would 
that be satisfactory ? 

Mr. Conen. Yes; that’s all right. 


TESTIMONY OF ROBERT COHEN, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
GEORGE SCHEIN 


Mr. Kunzic. What is your name—and would you spell it for the 
record, Mr. Cohen ¢ 

Mr. Couzen. Robert Cohen—C-o-h-e-n. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Is there any middle initial? 

Mr. Conen. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. Just Robert Cohen—C-o-h-e-n ? 

Mr. Conen. That’s right. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. What is your address, Mr. Cohen ? 

Mr. Conen. 1250 President Street, Brooklyn 25. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you give the committee a résumé of your educa- 
tional background ¢ 

Mr. Conen. Well, I'm a graduate of the College of the City of New 
York. Ihave a bachelor’s degree. 

Mr. Konzie. What year ? 

Mr. Conen. 1931. ~ 

And I have a master’s degree from the same institution—1935. 

I’ve also taken various in-service and graduate courses at NYU. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, would you kindly give the committee a résumé 
of your employme nt background ? 

Mr. Conen. Well, I served as a substitute teacher from 1931 to 
1938 in the New York City schools. 

In 1938 I was appointed a teacher of English in the junior high 
school, and I served until 1945 as a teacher of English. 

In 1945 I was assigned as an acting assistant to the principal, and 
in 1946 I was appointed as a regular assistant to the principal; and I 
served also as an acting principal for a time, too, for one term, when 
the principal was out on leave. 

Mr. Kunzie. What is your present position ? 

Mr. Cowen. Assistant to principal. 

Mr. Kunzie. Assistant to the prince ipal of what school? 

Mr. Conen. Junior High School 227, , Brooklyn. 

Mr. Kunzic. Junior High School 227, Brooklyn. 

You are presently employed in the New York school system ? 

Mr. Conen. That’s right. 

Mr. Konzic. Mr. Cohen, yesterday, before this committee, sworn 
testimony was adduced from a Mrs. Funn' to the effect that she knew 
you asa member of the Communist Party at one time. Have you ever 
been a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

(At this point Mr. Cohen conferred with Mr. Schein.) 

Mr. Conen. Well, as I tried to indicate before, I’ve been a member 
of the school system now for close to 18 years. During all of that time 
I’ve acted in accordance with many basic educational principles. 
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Mr. Kearney. Mr. Chairman, I suggest the witness hasn’t answered 
the question. It was a simple question asked and I would like to have 
personally a yes or ho answer. 

(At this point Mr. Cohen conferred with Mr. Schein.) 

Mr. Vexpr. Yes; I think the question is very simple. I believe the 
witness was in the hearing room here yesterday when Mrs. Funn was 
testifying—— 

(At this point Mr. Cohen conferred with Mr. Schein.) 

Mr. Vetpr (continuing). And if you will answer the question first, 
then you will be given an opportunity to explain your connections 
with the New York school system, and any other thing you care to 
explain. 

Mr. Conren. Well, may I say two things first: First, I have gone 
through a lot of mental and physical anguish since I received your 
subpena on Thursday; and, second, | would like to be able to answer 
the question in my own way since my professional and my personal 

‘areer is involved, and I think in all fairness I should be able to do 
that. 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpr. Well, I certainly agree with the witness, but I do think 
you owe it to your Government and to the committee to answer the 
question yes or no first as to your membership in the Communist 
Party. Then, of course, we would certainly give you a chance to ex- 
plain that relationship of the Communist Party, if there is—— 

Mr. Cowen. May I consult with my attorney for a moment, then? 

Mr. Veupr. Certainly. 

(At this point Mr, Cohen conferred with Mr. Schein.) 

Mr. Conen. The cameras I referred to are those—are those news- 
paper cameras up there. 

Mr. Vetpe. Well, now, may I ask the witness this: If I do order— 
or if the committee does order—the cameras turned off and the lights 
turned off, would the witness then answer the questions put to him 
by counsel ? 

Mr. Conen. Well, I would feel more at ease. That is my point. 

Mr. Vevpr. Well, would you answer the question as to your mem- 
bership in the Communist Party if the lights were ordered turned off 
and the television and newsreel cameras ordered to desist? Would you 
then be willing to cooperate with the committee in that regard ? 

Mr. Conuen. May I speak to my counsel for a moment, please ? 

(At this point Mr. Cohen conferred with Mr. Schein.) 

I would like to say this: Originally when I came here I asked that 
I be as comfortable as possible, and I am sure you gentlemen want 
to grant that. At that time there were no qualifications. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you object to testifying before the cameras? Is 
that—— 

Mr. Conen. It just makes me a little uncomfortable. I am a little 
tired, frankly. 

Mr. Jackson. It is also uncomfortable, I might say, for all of us 
because the lights are equally hot on the members. 

I think the question is: Do you object to testifying before the 
cameras ? 

Mr. Couen. I think so. 
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Mr. Vetpr. Well, in that case, the cameras will please desist and 
the lights will be turned off; and 1 want to say, by word of explana- 
tion to the general public, that the committee feels the public is en- 
titled to the information that is presented here by witnesses, and we 
do everything we can to make that information available to the 
public. However, where a witness refuses to be televised or refuses to 
testify under the strong lights, we feel that we owe him the courtesy 
and the right to such refusal; and, so, we ask that the lights be turned 
off and that the proceedings aren’t to be televised further. 

Mr. Conen. Thanks very much. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman, may it not be made a little plainer to 
the witness that when you said he might read a statement or make 
some explanation, after he answers, that that is, of course, a statement 
that he may make if he answers yes or no; if he refuses to testify, then 
the permission to make such explanatory statement is not granted ¢ 

Mr. Veuve. 1 think that has been made very clear. 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Chairman, I object to the witness reading any 
statement. It has never been customary for a witness to come before 
this committee and read a statement. There is a chance and an 
opportunity for him to file a statement with the committee after he 
testifies; but as far as reading it before 

Mr. Vevpre. Yes; that is a correct interpretation of our procedure 
here before to date, but did the witness have a statement he wished 
to——— 

Mr. Conen. No; this is a summary of my experience in school, in 
the school system, but it is not a statement. I do have some notes 
here. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Well, would you answer the question? 1 think you 
know what it was. 

Mr. Conen. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you ever been at any time a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Conen. Well, I want to decline to answer that question on 
the basis of the first and fifth amendment and the ninth and tenth 
amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Would you keep your voice up, Witness ? 

It is very difficult to hear. 

Mr. Couen. I am sorry. 

Mr. Vetpr. You say you want to decline to answer ? 

Mr. Cowen. Yes. 

Mr. Veupr. Do you so decline to answer on that basis? 

Mr. Conen. Yes; I do. 

And now may I say something? 

I’ve been a member of the school system now for 18 years, and 
I’m proud of my record, and I have here testimonials from the su- 
perintendent of schools, the principals, supervisors, about my loyalty 
and about the fact that I have never done anything wrong or inimical 
to the interest of the United States of America. As a matter of fact, 
I have testimonials here indicating that in any important instances 
not only have I not been inimical to the best interests of our country, 
but that I’ve helped strengthen democracy and 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetor. Mr. Cohen, this—— 
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Mr. Kearney. May I interrupt, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Vexpr. All right, Mr. Kearney 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Cohen, you have declined to answer 

Mr. Conen. Well, I—— 

Mr. Kearney. Seeking refuge behind the first and fifth amend- 
ments when you were : asked the question, “Have you ever been a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party ¢” 

Now, let me ask you this question: If you were never a member of 
the Communist Party or not a member of the Communist Party at 
the present time, would you refuse to answer ¢ 

(At this point Mr. Cohen conferred with Mr. Schein.) 

Mr. Conren. May I consult ¢ 

Mr. Kearney. Certainly. 

(At this point Mr. Cohen conferred with Mr. Schein.) 

Mr. Conen. Well, I'd like to say two things on that. 

Mr. Kearney. No; 1 am going to insist, Mr. Chairman, that the wit- 
ness answer my question. It i iS a very simple question. 

Mr. Congn. Then I will have to decline to answer. 

Mr. Krarney. You decline to answer it? 

Mr. Coven. But I also wanted—I am sure if I had finished that 
part of what I wanted to say it would have been a little more clear. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Chairman, I shall object to his being permitted 
to go any further. There is no question pending. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Cohen, in fairness to you, I want to read you, 
because the committee endeavors at all times to be fair, a few sen- 
tences of the testimony of yesterday and ask you to consider now 
whether you wish to answer. Mrs. Funn said, referring to you: 





Yes; he was a member of the group then. 
This was about 1939, 


However, he didn’t meet with the group too long after I joined. I recall 
that in September of 1939 we met—when school started, we started meeting 
again, and I should say by November he had ceased meeting with us. Maybe 
it was a little bit later than that, but I know his meeting with the group became 
infrequent, and he gave as his excuse he was studying to take the assistant 
principal’s examination. 

Now, I ask you again—I will make it more definite: Were you a 
member of this teachers’ group of the Communist Party connected 
with the Bedford-Stuyvesant section ? 

Mr. Conen. I must again decline to answer that. 

Mr. Kunzic. You decline to answer ¢ 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Cohen, let me ask you this question: In your 
own mind, what possible incrimination could you, as an individual, 
have by your admission, if you were a member of the Communist 
Party, by so stating ? 

Mr. Couen. May I speak to my attorney, please? 

Mr. Kearney. Certainly. 

(At this point Mr. Cohen conferred with Mr. Schein.) 

Mr. Conern. I am advised in the present situation of the statutes 
it may make my answer appear to be serving as a witness against 
myself. 

Mr. Kearney. Then what possible incrimination could you have 
if you had stated in answer to my previous question you were not a 
member of the Communist Party? 
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Mr. Couen. Well, I think the answer is the same. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I can’t hear you, Witness. 

Mr. Conen. I think the answer is the same, except for one thing, 
as I tried to say before—I must decline to answer for several reasons— 
this statement—but you did not permit me to complete and I respect- 
fully ask— 

Mr. Kearney. Do I understand now by your declination to answer 
as to whether you were not a member of the Communist Party that 
that would tend to incriminate you ¢ 

Mr. Couen. Well, not to incriminate me, but it seems it would vio- 
late my own ideas of freedom of conscience on the—under the first 
amendment; and that is what I tried to say before. 

I think America is the finest country in the world mainly because 
it has this great heritage of freedom, and I’ve read that in many, 
many fine people—— 

Mr. Kearney. What do you mean by freedom of conscience ? 

Mr. Conen. A freedom of conscience 

Mr. Kearney. I am interested in your » definition of conscience of 
freedom. 

Mr. Conen. Well, I think that freedom of thought means that peo- 
ple should, regarding any social question, have an opportunity to 
discuss different points of view. 

Mr. Kearney. But you think—— 

Mr. Conen. As a result of that, the best possible point of view 
would prevail and the country progress. 

Now, I am familiar with a man by the name of Thomas Erskine, 
for example, a 19th century Englishman, or 18th century. When this 
question came up he said England was the greatest country in the 
world, and at that time it was, and for it to maintain its supremacy 
as a world power and progress in efficiency and human welfare it 
must permit freedom of thought. 

Mr. Krarney. And when you speak of freedom of thought 

Mr. Conen. May I finish? 

Mr. Kearney (continuing). Are you talking about the so-called 
academic freedom I have listened to so many times when teachers 
get on the witness stand ? 

Mr. Conen. Well, I guess that is one freedom. 

Mr. Krarnry. Is there any thought also in your mind on the sub- 
ject of civic responsibility ? 

Mr. Conen. Yes; I think freedom carries with it responsibility, 
and I think you as a committeeman and I as a teacher have the joint 
respon sibility to see that the atmosphere in the United States of Amer- 
ica is so clear that people—— 

Mr. Kearney. In other words 

Mr. Conen (continuing). Can even express unpopular views at 
times—— 

Mr. Kearney. In other words, academic freedom and civic respon- 
sibility—— 

Mr. Conen. Go hand in hand. 

Mr. Kearney. Are more or less tied together, aren’t they ? 

Mr. Conen. And I think they are also interrelated—that it is our 
responsibility to maintain and strengthen freedom, 

The superintendent of schools and authorities 
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Mr. Kearney. I am not interested in what the superintendent of 
schools said. I am interested in your own testimony. 

Mr. Conen. We have a publication called Strengthening Democ- 
racy—it seems that is what it is all about—in which we have a clear 
atmosphere in which people can think, even unpopular items, even 
unpopular ideas 

Mr. Kearney. Are you admitting 

Mr. Conen. So we can maintain our supremacy of the world. 

Mr. Kearney. Are you admitting to me communism is an unpopu- 
lar idea today ? 

Mr. Conen. Yes. 

Mr. Kearney. Is that the reason you decline to answer the ques- 
tion ? 

Mr. Conen. Excuse me. 

(At this point Mr. Cohen conferred with Mr. Schein.) 

Mr. Coven (continuing). I will have to decline to answer that, 
but—— 

Mr. Kearney. All right. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mr. Cohen, no one dis: igrees with you that there should 
be freedom for unpopular ideas, but do you feel that Communists 
should teach in the schools, in the city schools of New York, today, 
along with the ideas you just expressed as to freedom ? 

Mr. Couen. I feel that, if a teacher does not use his classroom to 
subvert the United States Government or to say anything inimical to 
the Government or to indoctrinate his students at any political belief 
or slant his lesson, he does not belong in the school system; but, as far 
as his freedom of conscience is concerned, I don’t know actually. I 
feel, if he is developing and strengthening democracy and doing a 
good job, he should be rated on his merits as a teacher and as a 
citizen, 

Mr. Kunzic. And you feel that a member of the Communist Party 
today as a teacher in the school is not bound by Communist Party dic- 
tates and can be a free teacher and teach without any connection with 
communism; is that right ¢ 

Mr. Conen. Frankly, I don’t know. I would say this: I’m not « 
psychologist, but I’ve read books on psychology, and one of the beaks 
laws of human nature is the fact that individuals differ. 

(Representative Clyde Doyle entered the hearing room at this 
point.) 

Mr. Conen (continuing). The law of individual differences would 
indicate the possibility, the very real possibility, that you could have 
Communist A, who would be bound, and Communist B who would not 
be bound. 

Mr. Kunzic. Wouldn’t you think then, since the public can’t differ- 
entiate between A or B, that the people of the city of New York or 
the people of the United States of America would have a right not to 
be require d to send their children to schools where Communists teach ? 

Mr. Conen. Well, as I indicated before, if they felt their children 
were not growing up as loyal, decent, intelligent citizens, if they felt 
that their teacher was doing something to hurt their children, they 
should remove the children from the se ‘ool. 

Mr. Vewpe. Let’s- 

Mr. Ciarpy. Leave the teacher there, in other words? 
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Mr. Conen. Well, I’m sorry. I was answering this gentleman’s 
question. It was the prosthesis of the conditional clause there that 
was referred to. 

I don’t mean that the teachers—I think the teacher should be dis- 
missed there. As I indicated before, if the teacher indoctrinates, the 
teacher should be dismissed. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Cohen—— 

Mr. Jackson. Do you think there is a Communist who does not 
indoctrinate ? 

Mr. Conen. I have no way of knowing, except I do know, as I said 
be fore—— 

Mr. Jackson. Well— 

Mr. CoHen (continuing). There are individual differences. 

Mr. Jackson. Well, the official publication of the Communist 
Party, the Communist, some years ago in discussing the relationship 
of teachers to the Communist Party, stressed the fact that the Com- 
munist teacher, like any other Communist, must at all times do every- 
thing within his or her power to forward the official line of the party. 

Now, that is out of the mouth of the Communist Party itself. 

May I ask if you make any distinction between a Communist 
teacher in the city schools of New York and a North Korean Com- 
munist in the lines in Korea, aside from ethnic differences or geo- 
graphical location, so far as philosophy is concerned? Is there a 
fundamental difference, or do you recognize a valid distinction ¢ 

Isn’t it a fact that they read the same textbooks; they are subject 
to the same discipline, the same directive, no matter where they 
may be? 

Mr. Cowen. I am not familiar with that. I am sorry, I don’t 
know. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

Mr. Scuerer. May I just say this 

Mr. Vetpe. Let me make a statement, if you will, Mr. Scherer. 

The committee is interested in obtaining facts relative to subver- 
sion in the United States, and it has been determined by many official 
bodies—I think most American citizens now feel—the Soviet Gov- 
ernment operating through the American Communist Party is a 
conspiracy, a worldwide conspiracy. The facts that we are author- 
ized to obtain relative to subversion by the House of Representatives 
do not include a lot of opinions from a witness who refuses to answer 
a question as to his Communist Party connections. 

I cannot see too much reason for proceeding to question the witness 
relative to any opinion he might have unless he is willing to furnish 
the committee with facts relative to his connections with the Com- 
munist Party. 

It is the Chair’s opinion that the testimony of Mrs. Funn relative 
to your past connection with the Communist Party is true. Relative 
to your present connection with the Communist Party, the Chair can 
only infer that, with your refusal to answer the question as to your 
present party connection, you must be a member of the Communist 
Party at this time, and unless the counsel has some further 
questions 


Mr. Kuwnzia. Yes. 
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Mr. VeE.pe (continuing). To elicit the facts, I think we should 
proceed 

Mr. Kuwnzie. I think 

Mr. Vetpr (continuing). Because we have a number of witnesses. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. There is one other point I would like to bring out 
further. 

Is Mr. John Dunne in the hearing room ? 

Mr. Dunne, I believe you are here representing the school system 
of New York City and Dr. William Janson, and I have a subpena here 
for a document which I would like to get from you right now. 

(Document was handed to Mr. Kunzig by Mr. Dunne.) 

Mr. Kunzic (continuing). This document, Mr. Dunne, I take it, 
is from the files of the school system of New York. 

Now, Mr. Cohen, I should like to read to you a statement which you 
made before the school system of New York, sworn to in front of 
Joseph A. Grastatares—G-r-a-s-t-a-t-a-r-e-s—notary public, State of 


New York. [Reading:] 
Robert Cohen, being duly sworn, deposes and says . 
This is the 6th day of March 1952 


I am not now, nor have I ever been, a member of the Communist Party or 
the Communist Political Association. In particular, I have not been a member 
or participated in the activities of the Bedford-Stuyvesant Club of the Com- 
munist Party. 

I have never attended any meetings of the Bedford-Stuyvesant Club of the 
Communist Party nor of any other club, group, or section of the Communist 
Party. In particular, I have never attended any meetings of any group which 
discussed Communist Party policy in relation to teachers at the homes of 
Morris Salz, Anna Nechemias, or Mildred Flacks. In fact, I have never visited 
the homes of Morris Salz or Anna Nechemias, and on a few occasions visited 
the home of Mildred Flacks, and on those occasions my attendance was purely 
social or in conection with matters not pertaining to the Communist Party. 

I have never attended meetings of any group at which reports were read of 
pamphlets written by Lenin, Stalin, or Dimitrov, nor of Manual of Organiza- 
tion of the Communist Party by J. Peters. 

I at no time declared I was leaving the Communist Party because of lack 
of time and due to the fact I was busily engaged in preparing myself for exam- 
ination for assistant principal. 

I have never contributed funds to the Communist Party, nor have I ever re- 
cruited members for the Communist Party. 

I have read the contents of this affidavit and reaffirm the truth of each and 
every statement herein contained to the best of my knowledge and recollection. 

(Signed) Rosert Conen. 








Sworn to before me the 6th day of March 1952. 
JOSPEH A, GRASTATARES, Notary Public. 

Now, I ask you the same question again: Have you ever been a 
member of the Communist Party or the Communist Political Associ- 
ation ¢ 

I am reading directly from your own sworn affidavit to the school 
system. 

Mr. Conen. Well, as I stated before, I must decline to answer those 
questions ¢ 

Mr. Kunzice. So, in other words, you are willing to sign a paper 
for the school system and sign it under oath before a not: iry public, 
but you are not willing to answer the same questions under oath 
before this committee; is that correct ? 
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Mr. Conen. I must refuse to answer that, but I would like to say 
this: It doesn’t seem to me this is a court of law. I don’t think I 
have due process here, where I have cross examination— 

Mr. Vetpr. Well, Mr. Cohen, this certainly is not a court of law. 
This is a congressional committee, a committee of —— 

Mr. Conen. When you have to assume 

Mr. Vevpe (continuing). The United States Congress. 

Mr. Conen (continuing). You are guilty, I don’t think that follows 
the tenets of the—— 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Cohen, I ask you why you signed that affidavit? 

Mr. Couen. I must decline to answer the question, as I 

Mr. Kearney. If you did sign that affidavit in 1952, your testimony 
today is a little in variance with the affidavit you made under that 
date as to whether you were a member of the Communist Party or 
not. 

Mr. Conen. Well—excuse me for a moment. 

(At this point Mr. Cohen conferred with Mr. Schein.) 

Mr. Conen. Well, as I tried to indicate a minute ago, this is not 
an opportunity to clear myself because we don’t follow 

Mr. Kearney. Is that your signature on that affidavit ? 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I will pass it to you again. 

Mr. Conen. I must decline to answer that. 

Mr. Kearney. Well, Mr. Chairman, I don’t see the sense of pursuing 
this questioning— 

Mr. Kunzic. That’s right. 

Mr. Kearney (continuing). Of this witness. 

Personally, from his testimony here, it is my humble opinion that 
it is absolutely unworthy of belief. 

Mr. Vexupe. The Chair concurs with the gentleman from New York. 

Does counsel have any further questions ? 

Mr. Kunzie. No further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevtpr. Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. No questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevtpr. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I don’t think it would do any good. 

Mr. Vetpre. Mr. Scherer. 

(No response. ) 

Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. No questions. 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Frazier. 

Mr. Frazier. No questions. 

Mr. Vewpe. Is there any reason why this witness should be further 
retained ? 

If not, the witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Conren. Mr. Velde 

Mr. Vexpr. The counsel will call his next witness. 

Mr. Kunzig. Mr. David Flacks. 

Mr. Vewpr. In the testimony you are about to give before this 
committee, do you solemnly swear you will tell the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Fuackxs. I do. 

Mr. Vevtpr. May we have order. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Flacks, you are represented by council, I see. 

Would counsel please identify himself for the record ¢ 

Mr. Cammer. Harold I. Cammer—C-a-m-m-e-r—9 East 40th Street, 
New York 16. 


TESTIMONY OF DAVID FLACKS, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
HAROLD I. CAMMER 


Mr. Kvunzic. Would you state your full name for the record? 

Mr. Fiacxs. David Flacks. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. F-]-a-c-k-s? 

Mr. Fiacks. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is your address, Mr. Flacks ¢ 

Mr. Fuacks. Must I give my address ¢ 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I request that the witness be required 
to answer the question. 

Mr. Veber. Tees the witness is directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Fuacks. I would like to explain why I don’t want to give it. 

Mr. Kunzie. It is obvious, Mr. Chairman, that the witness is about 
to make a speech. I request that the witness be asked to answer this 
simple question: What is his address ¢ 

" Fiacks. My address is 1444 Carroll Street. I am not ashamed 
of it, but when my wife was dismissed from the school system her 
cide was mentioned in the papers and we had many anti-Semitic 
letters; and I object to that kind of circus here, and that is why I re- 
fused to give my address. 

Mr. Kunzic. Well, I wish to state I also object—and I am sure every 
member of the committee objects—to anti-Semitism. 

Now, we will go right on with the questioning. 

Mr. Fiacks. I am glad to hear that. 

Mr. Vetpr. I must warn the audience here that it will be necessary 
for me to order anyone who causes a demonstration removed from the 
hearing room. 

These hearings will have to be conducted in an orderly fashion. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Flacks, would you give the committee a résumé 
of your educational background, please ? 

Mr. Fuiacks. I went to New York City public schools, New York 
City high schools, graduated from the City College with an A. B. 
degree. 

Mr. Kunzic. What year? 

Mr. Fuacks. 1927 

I got a master of science degree in 1931; did postgraduate work at 
Columbia and City College. 

Ever since then I have been taking what we call alertness courses 
and courses for improvement of teaching. I have been giving many 
courses, too. 

Mr. Kunzie. Giving courses to whom ¢ 

Mr. Fiacks. To teachers in the public school system at the direction 
of the superintendent of schools. 

Mr. Kunzig. How many years have you been doing that ? 

Mr. Fiacks. Twenty-six years. 

Mr. Kunzic. You have been teaching other teachers for 26 years ? 


383909—53— pt. 2 








1246 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE NEW YORK AREA 


Mr. Fracks. No; I’ve been teaching in the school system for 26 
years. 

' Mr. Kunzie. How many years have you been teaching other tea- 
chers ¢ 

Mr. Friacxs. Oh, I didn’t give too many courses, but I must have 
been doing that for about 5 years. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, will you give the committee a résumé of your 
occupational background ? 

Mr. Fracxs. I’ve been in the elementary school system since 1927. 
I taught sixth grade-fifth grade classes. I am a music specialist. 
[ am also in charge of audio-visual instruction, which means cameras 
and phonogr: aphs and radio equipment. I’m also in charge of many 
other things in the school. I’ve been in my present school for about 
17 years. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you ever had any connection with a New York 
Teacher News, the publication of the Teachers’ Union ¢ 

Mr. Friacks. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. What connection have you had with that? 

Mr. Fuacks. I have been a member of the editorial staff. 

Mr. Kunzic. From when to when, if you can recall ? 

Mr. Fiacks. From 1939 to the present day, 1940. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is your present position with the New York 
Teacher News? 

Mr. Fiacks. I am a staff worker. I help out with the editorial 
work 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you ever— 

Mr. Fiacks. Copy readying; make-up. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you ever been an official of the local 555? 

Mr. Fiacks. No, sit 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you ever run for a union election ? 

Mr. Fuacks. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzie. What position were you running for? 

Mr. Fuacks. Member of the executive board of the Teachers’ Union. 

Mr. Kunzic. You were, I presume, then, defeated—at least you were 
not elected to the position ¢ 

Mr. Fiacxs. Well, the member of an executive board is not an offi- 
cial of the union. 

Mr. Kunzia. I see. 

Then, what position have you held with the union? 

Mr. Fracks. 1 have been on the executive board of the Teachers’ 
Union for many years now. 

Mr. Kunzie. You have been on the executive board of the Teachers’ 
Union and you have been on the editorial staff of the New York 
Teachers’ News? 

Mr. Fiacks. Yes, sit 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, you heard the testimony here yesterday by Mrs. 
Funn,! in which she identified you as a member of the Communist 
Party during the period in which she was a member. Have you ever 
at any time been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Fiacks. I will decline to answer that question on the following 
grounds: First, I don’t believe this committee has any right to ask me 
that question. I believe this committee is subverting the—— 

Mr. Kearney. That’s been gone over—— 


! Dorothy K. Funn 
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Mr. Fiacks. Not by me, sir. 

Mr. Kearney (continuing). Quite some time ago. 

Mr. Fiacks. Not by me. 

Mr. Kearney. Not by you, but a good many witnesses, and also 
others who were not witnesses. 

Mr. Fiacks. But I would like to make a statement, too. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman, I submit that he has merely the right 
to state he stands on the familiar constitutional grounds, and be yond 
that should not be permitted to make a speech. 

Mr. Vetpr. Well, we are certainly not interested in a tirade here—— 

Mr. Fiackxs. Mr, Chairman—— 

Mr. Ve.pe (continuing). Or further abuse of the committee. We 
have had this thing happen time and time before. 

Mr. Fiacks. I know, but I have not done it before. 

Mr. VELDE. Is but by witnesses just like you. 

Mr. FLack Now, yesterday 

Mr. VELDE. "Tf you will answer the question, as I told the previous 
witness, the question asked you, “Yes” or “No,” then you will be given 
an opportunity 

Mr. Fiacks. I am trying to answer the question in my own way. 

Mr. Vevpe (continuing). To make an explanation ; but we shall not 
allow you to make any explanation or tirade against this committee. 
It is trying its best to do the function which is imposed upon it by 
Congress. 

Mr. Fuacks. And I am trying my best, sir— 

Mr. Vetpe (continuing). We have other witnesses—— 

Mr. Fiacks (continuing). To — my reputation—-—— 

Mr. Vewpe (continuing). To hear 

Mr. Fiacks (continuing). And career 

Will you allow me to do so, sir? 

I listened yesterday, sir 

Mr. Vevtpe. Will you answer the question put to you by counsel 
“Yes” or “No”? 

Mr. Fiacks. I certainly will answer the question in my own way. 

Mr. Vetpe. A» wer it “Yes” or “No”. It is a very simple question. 

Mr. Fiacks. Yesterday I listened to 4 hours of testimony by 2 per- 
sons I wouldn’t be associated with, and this committee didn’t interrupt 
them more than 2 times. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Those witnesses were not contemptuous of the com- 
mittee, sir. 

Mr. Fracks. I am not contemptuous. 

Mr. Veiner. Those witnesses did not refuse to answer questions by 
counse|—— 

Mr. Fxiacks. In other words—— 

Mr. Vevpr (continuing). Or by the committee. 

Mr. Fiacks (continuing). You will listen only to witnesses who 
will answer your questions as you want them answered. 

Mr. Vevpr. No; not that at all. 

Mr. Fiacks. Well, let me 

Mr. Vevpe. Just refuse to answer. 

Mr. Fiacks (continuing). Answer the question 

Mr. Vevpe. You are making a distinction between a refusal to ans- 
wer and answering the question “Yes” or “No,” in which case you 
would be given a right to make an explanation. 
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Mr. Fiacxs. I maintain when you ask a question, sir, I may be per- 
mitted to answer it in my own way. 

I don’t like your questions and I am not going to answer them the 
way you want me to. 

Mr. Frazier. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman, this has gone on long enough. I ask 
that he be directed to answer. 

Mr. Vetor. Yes; you are directed to answer. 

Mr. Fiacks. On the grounds 

Mr. Vexpe. If you don’t remember it, we will have it restated or the 
reporter will repeat it. 

Mr. Fracks. I would like to state my reasons for refusing to answer 
the questions. 

Now, I would like to-—— 

Mr. Cuarpy. You have been told, Witness, to answer it first. 

Mr. Fuacks. Yes, sir. I am going to answer it right now. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Answer it one way or another. 

Mr. Fuiacks. I am declining to answer these questions on the fol- 
lowing grounds: First, that the question violates my rights under the 
first amendment, under the fifth amendment, under the sixth amend- 
ment, under the ninth amendment, and under the tenth amendment : 
and under each one of these amendments, which the Constitution grants 
to me and to 150 million other people m this country, no witness, be- 
fore such a committee, is required to answer this type of question be- 
cause the Constitution protects the innocent and the guilty, and I want 
it clearly understood here that there’s no question of my being guilty 
or innocent of any crime. 

[ maintain my innocence of any wrongdoing. I have never com- 
mitted a crime or a wrongdoing in this country. I never even got a 
traffic ticket. 

Mr. Kearney. Have you been accused of a crime since you sat in the 
witness chair? 

Mr. Fuacks. I have not, but you seem to imply I am going to be. 

Mr. Kearney. That is what you are implying. 

Mr. Frazier. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpr. One of your grounds for refusal to answer is the fifth 
amendment, under which you say your answer might tend to incrim- 
inate you. 

Mr. Fiacks. No, sir; the fifth amendment doesn’t say anything 
about the incrimination. The fifth amendment says no w itness should 
bear—no person should bear witness against himself. 

Mr. Veupe. That is in a—— 

Mr. Criarpy. In a criminal action. 

Mr. Vevpr (continuing). Criminal trial. 

Mr. Fiacks. That is right. 

Mr. Frazier. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Criarpy. Then, you are in effect telling the committee there 
may be some ¢c rime une ove red : ag rainst you- antinatie 

Mr. Fiacks. No, sir; I am not telling the committee anything. 

Mr. Ciarpy (continuing). If you should answer. 

Mr. Fuacks. You are telling me that. 

Mr. Jackson. Regular order, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpr. Yes. Mr. Frazier asked for the floor. 
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Mr. Frazier. 

Mr. Frazier. I wanted to ask the witness whether or not if he was 
a memoer of the Republican or Democratic Party he would also invoke 
his rights under the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Fiacks. I think if I was asked this question, sir, by this com- 
mittee | would invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Frazier. I just wanted to know. 

That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veupre. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. 1 want to ask one further question on the record: 
Are you presently teaching in the school system of New York / 

Mr. Fiacks. Yes; I am—Public School 174, Brooklyn. 

Mr. Kunzic. What grade is that? 

Mr. Fiacks. Sixth grade. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

I don’t think we should go any further with this witness. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Kearney. 

Mr. KEARNEY. No questions. 

Mr. Veutpr. Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Fiacks. You told me, sir, when I answered the question I could 
make a statement. 

Mr. Vetpr. You didn’t answer the question. It was very obvious 
to all those present. 

Mr. Fuacks. Oh, but I did answer the question. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. I have no questions in view of the declination to 
answer. 

Mr. Veupre. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. For the same reasons, since he has refused to answer a 
straightforward question as to whether he is or is not a Communist, 
I have nothing further. 

Mr. Veuipr. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerer. I have no questions. 

Mr. Veipr. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyie. No questions. 

Mr. Veuve. Mr. Frazier. 

Mr. Frazter. No questions. 

Mr. Friacks. May I say the committee did not give me the cour- 
tesy it gave its stoolpigeons yesterday. 

Mr. Jackson. You have shown this committee very little courtesy, 
I might add. 

Mr. Fuacks. I am sorry. I have tried to be courteous, sir, and I 
have tried to answer your questions to the best of my ability. 

Mr. Jackson. Well, sir, the intimation of what you have said, 
regardless, indicates a very low regard for the committee, and it 
certainly 

Mr. Fiacxs. Do you blame me for being angry, sir 

Mr. Jackson. I am not—— 

Mr. Fiacks (continuing). In front of this circus? 

Mr. Jackson. Well, now, look, Mr. Flacks—— 

Mr. Fiacks. You just said something about intimations. 

Mr. Jackson (continuing). The word “circus” 

Mr. Friacks. You just intimated 
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Mr. Jackson (continuing). Is offensive to begin with—— 

Mr. Fuacks. The circus is offensive. 

Mr. Jackson (continuing). When addressed to a committee of the 
Congress of the United Sti ites, which is only carrying out the obliga- 
tion imposed upon it by the Congress and 150 million Americans. 

Mr. Fiacks. Did you read what Senator Lehman said about this 
committee last week ? 

Mr. Jackson. I haven’t read what Senator Lehman said about the 
committee. 

Mr. Fiacks. May I quote him to you? 

Mr. Jackson. It is not at all relative to your appearance on the 
stand. 

Mr. Fuacks. It certainly is. 

Mr. Veupr. Is there any reason why the witness should be further 
continued ? 

Mr. Kunzic. No, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veupe. If not, the witness is excused. 

Call your next witness. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Mildred Flacks. 

Mr. Vevpr. Will you raise your right hand ¢ 

In the testimony you are about to give before this committee, do 
you solemnly swear you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mrs. Fuacxs. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF MRS. MILDRED FLACKS, ACCOMPANIED BY HER 
COUNSEL, HAROLD I. CAMMER 


Mr. Kunzie. Mrs. Flacks, I believe you are represented by the same 
counsel that was present with Mr. Flacks, and we will let the record 
show that. 

(Mr. Harold I. Cammer, 9 East Fortieth Street, New York 16, 
N. Y., was present acting as Mrs, Flacks’ counsel.) 

Would you give your full name, please ¢ 

Mrs. Firacks. Mildred Flacks. 

Mr. Kunzic. You are the wife of the past witness, Mr. David 
Flacks? 

Mrs. Friacks. Yes; I am. 

Mr. Kunzte. Would you give the committee a résumé of your edu- 
cational background, please? 

Mrs. Fuiacks. I attended the Elementary High School of New York 
City and Jamaica Training School for Teachers, where I received my 
professional training for teaching. After that, I took many courses 
at City College and professional courses under the auspices of the 
board of education. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you then give the committee a résumé of your 
occupational background ? 

Mrs. Fuacks. I was graduated from Jamaica Training School in 
1921. I did substituting until 1932, when I was assigned to school in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant. It was at that time PS 35. 

Bedford-Stuyvesant is the—I don’t know whether you know—one 
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of the underprivileged areas in Brooklyn, mainly populated by Negro 
children. 

I was in this school in Bedford-Stuyvesant from 1932 until my dis- 
missal in 1952—20 years. 

Mr. Kuwnzig. 1952? 

Mrs. Fuacks. That’s right, and during that time I would like to say 
that I worked with the first- and second-grade children entirely. 

When I came to PS 35 in 19382, as a rather young substitute, rather 
young, inexperienced teacher, I found teaching not easy there because 
the school, PS 35, was one of the oldest schools in the city. Classes 
were overcrowded. It was in the middle of a depression, with fam- 
ilies and children needing shoes, clothing. There wasn’t a single 
playground in Bedford-Stuyvesant. All the schools in Bedford- 
Stuyvesant were of the oldest in the city. I assume—— 

Mr. Kuwnzig. Mrs. Flacks, you have been a teacher for 20 years, 
until your dismissal; is that correct ¢ 

Mrs. Fuiacks. That’s right. 

Mr. Kunzia. At any time during that period of time were you ever 
a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mrs. Fuacks. I was fired from the school system for refusing to 
answer that question. . I would like to say here at the time that I 
was questioned by my district superintendent under the authoriza- 
tion of Dr. Janson, I made it very plain why I refused to answer the 
question, and it goes back to my years of working in Bedford-Stuy- 
vesant for the new schools that we did finally achieve. It goes back 
to the years of working with parents, with other teachers—— 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman. 

Mrs. Fiacks. And with the PTA— 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman. 

Mrs. Fiacks. May I please finish ? 

Mr. Jackson. No; that is no response—— 

Mrs. Fiacks. May I—— 

Mr. Jackson (continuing). To the question. 

Mrs. Friacks (continuing). Please finish ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. No; you may not, until we are done. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, I suggest the witness—— 

Mr. Veuve. Now, just a minute—would the counsel repeat the ques- 
tion again ¢ 

Mr. Kunzic. The question was: At any time during that 20 years 
that Mrs. Flacks was in the school system of New York was she a 
member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Vevpe. Yes. 

Again, Mrs. Flacks, I think you have heard the previous two wit- 
nesses, and the same rule, the same order, would be in effect relative 
to your testimony. 

Mrs. Fiacxs. Well—— 

Mr. Vetpr. Now, will you answer the question “Yes” or “No,” put 
to you by counsel ? 

Mrs. Fiacks. Well, I will decline to answer it, but I would like to 
give my reasons—— 

Mr. Verve. Well, of course you are 

Mrs. Fiacks. And with your interest in education 
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Mr. Vetpe (continuing). Entitled to legal reasons; but you are way 
off the subject. You are far afield from any legal reason for refusing 
to answer the question. 

If you would like to confer with counsel— 

Mrs. Fuacks. Well, I would like just to take a minute, because I 
spent many sleepless hours last night, not because I was worried 
about my job—I lost my job—but because of what happened here 
yesterday when Mr. Shaw, one of the prominent musicians—— 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Chairman, I ask again—— 

Mr. Vexpr. I must insist, Mrs. Flacks, that you answer the question 
or give legal grounds for refusing to answer the question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. May I explain to the witness you must advance legal 
grounds in your own self-protection. If you dec line to do that, you 
place yourself in jeopardy. 

Now, if you have a legal constitutional ground you wish to advance, 
do so, and do it now. 

Mrs. Fiacks. Well, I will decline under my—I certainly take ad- 
vantage of my constitutional rights and decline under the first amend- 
ment, which guarantees me freedom of speech and freedom of thought ; 
under the fifth amendment, which gives me the right not to bear 
witness against myself; under the sixth amendment, which, if you 
have any evidence of my it i I am certainly entitled to trial 
by a real judicial body and with legal authority and due process. 

Now, I would like to make this statement to tell why I spent those 
sleepless hours last night. 

Mr. Charpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. “a tor. I suggest the statement is sufficient that you have already 
made for refusing to answer the question. 

ah if you had answered the questions, as did the other witnesses, 
we woul | allow you to make an explanation of your yes or no answer 
to the question. 

I have one further question: Are you a member of the Communist 
Party at the present time? 

Mrs. Fiacks. Well, I think you are a little naive to think I would 
answer that, Mr. Velde—— 

Mr. Vetpr. Well—— 

Mrs. Fiacks (continuing). On the same grounds as previous. 

Mr. Jackson. You decline to answer ? 

Mrs. Friacks. I decline to answer, and I wish you would let me 
state my reasons for not answering, and why. 

Mr. Vetpr. Well, you have stated your legal reasons. 

Mrs. Fiacks. Well, legal reasons, but certainly moral reasons—and 
I, as an educator—— 

Mr. Vetpr. Sometime when we are not in official proceedings maybe 
we could listen to a 

Mrs. Fuacks. Well. 

Mr. Veiner. But we ae have a number of witnesses to be heard, and 
some whom I am sure will give us some very interesting information 
in an affirmative way. 

Mrs. Fiackxs. Mine would be very affirmative, Mr. Velde. 

Mr. Vevipe. You have not been willing to do that for the committee 
or for your country. So, we cannot take up further time listening 
to these tirades. 
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Is there any reason why this witness should be retained under 
subpena ¢ 

Mr. Kuwnzic. There is not, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veiner. Do any of the members have any further questions to 
ask this witness ¢ 

If not, the witness is excused. 

(Whereupon, the witness was excused.) 

Mr. Vevpr. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Julius Jacobs. 

Mr. Vetpr. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn ? 

In the testimony you are about to give before this committee, do you 
solemnly swear you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Jacors. I do. 

Mr. Cammer. Do you want the lights off ? 

Mr. Jacons. May I request the lights be turned off, please ? 

Mr. Vetpr. The lights would bother you in testifying or in giving 
your testimony ¢ 

Mr. Jacons. They would. 

Mr. Vetpe. The cameras will desist during the course of the witness’ 
testimony. 

Mr. Kunzic. Let the record show that the witness is accompanied 
by the same counsel as was present in the last two instances. 


TESTIMONY OF JULIUS G. JACOBS, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, HAROLD I. CAMMER 


Mr. Kunzic. Would you state your full name for the record, please, 
sir? 

Mr. Jacors. Julius G. Jacobs—.J-a-c-o-b-s. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Jacobs, would you give your address, please ? 

Mr. Jacorns. 729 East 49th Street, srookly n3,N. Y. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Jacobs, would you give the committee a résumé 
of your educational background ? 

Mr. Jacons. I was educated in the elementary and high schools in 
Brooklyn. I graduated from the College of the City of New York 
in 1929 with an A. B. degree. I got my master’s degree at City College 
in 1935. I had taken some courses at Columbia in the interim. 

Mr. Kunzic. What has been your background experience with re- 
gard to your employment ? 

Mr. Jacors. I’ve been a teacher of health and physical education 
now since I was regularly appointed in 1932. I subbed for a term 
or so before my regular appointment, a I’ve been teaching health 
and physical education ever since. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where are you now teaching ? 

Mr. Jacons. I teach at Laf: ayette High School in Brooklyn. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mr. Jacobs, have you ever used an alias? 

Mr. Jacors. I must decline to answer the question on the grounds 
of the first, fifth, and sixth amendments. 

Mr. Kunzic. You recall the testimony of Mrs. Funn? yesterday, un- 
der oath, before this committee, in which she said she knew you as a 
member of the Communist Party and that you were also known by 
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another name, the name of Jack Johnson, that Jack Johnson and 
Julius Jacobs are one and the same person. 

Did you ever go under the name of Jack Johnson? 

Mr. Jacozs. Again I must decline to answer the question on the 
grounds of the first, fifth, and sixth amendments. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you ever at any time been a member of the 
Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Jacozs. I must decline to answer the questions on the same 
ground. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Jacoss. I must decline to answer the questions on the same 
ground. 

Mr. Kearney. If you were not a member of the Communist Party, 
would you so state? 

Mr. Jacogs. I would invoke the first, fifth, and sixth amendments, 
sir, because of the many reasons stated by previous witnesses; and I 
didn’t want to take your time with the same answers. 

Mr. Kearney. Thank you. 

Mr. Kunzig. Mr. Chairman, it is perfectly obvious that this witness 
is going to be uncooperative, and I have no further questions to ask. 

Mr. Jacons. I am cooperating in the best way I can. I wouldn’t 

say that I am uncooperative. 

Mr. Vewpe. Mr. Kearney. 

Mr. Kearney. That is a matter of personal opinion. 

Mr. Jacoss. I guess so. 

Mr. Kearney. No questions. 

Mr. Veupe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I have no questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. I have no questions. 

Mr. Veutpr. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyre. Mr. Chairman, in view of Mr. Jacobs’ or Mr. John- 
son’s statement, whichever his name is 

Mr. Jacoss. My name is Mr. Jacobs. 

Mr. Doytr. Jacobs; not Johnson? You haven’t been known by 
that name? 

Mr. Jacons. I refuse to answer that question, sir, on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Doyte. In view of your statement that you were trying to co- 
operate with this committee, I think it is import int that’ we call to 
your attention this fact: that this committee is here under perma- 
nent statutory law, Public Law 601, which charges this committee as a 
standing committee of your Congress, Mr. Jacobs, with looking into 
the extent and character of subversive activities in this country. 

Now, we are sent here by your Congress of the United States to 
look into this extent and character and objects of subversive people 
and groups of people in and around New York, within certain limits. 
Therefore, we are here officially and we are here under statutory law. 

You recognize that, don’t you? 

Mr. Jacors. I do. 

Mr. Doytr. Well, if you recognize that we are here officially and 
under statutory law performing our duty, why don’t you feel it is 
your duty to help this committee by telling us what you know about 
subversive activities ? 
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Mr. Jacoss. As I understand it, this committee is set up by Con- 
gress to recommend legislation, sarrying on investigations. I don’t 
feel that I can get a fair opportunity to state what I want to state in 
view of all the seemingly pressure anyway—— 

Mr. Doy.e. Well 

Mr. Jacozs. That I feel I am facing. 

Mr. Doyte. You are here with your distinguished counsel, and we 
are always glad to have lawyers come. You have a perfect freedom 
to confer with him as to your rights, and we always want that to 
be true. 

Our highest courts have held, the loyalty boards have held, the 
record appears to show that the American Communist Party and its 
objectives are subversive. 

Now, we are here, therefore, under the assignment of your Congress 
looking into the extent to which the Communist Party in the United 
States is subversive. 

We have information, under oath, that you have been at least a 
member of the American Communist Party. 

Now, therefore, it just would seem to me, as one American to an- 
other, that if you really want to cooperate with your Congress, your 
own Congress, in its official assignment, the thing for you to do, fairly, 
it seems to me, as a man teac hing the American ‘youth physical educa- 
tion and health, is to come on and tell us what you know about the 
Communist Party, as to whether or not it is subversive in your 
judgment, the extent to which it is, how it operates; and, therefore, 
we think that officially we have a perfect right to ask you if you are 
a member of the Communist Party. 

Now, we don’t ask you to violate your conscience in whatever an- 
swer you give. I want to make that clear to you. On the other 
hand, we are here as an official committee of your Congress, and you 
have stated you recognize that. 

Now, then, why don’t you cooperate really and tell us what you 
know about the Communist Party here in New York? 

Mr. Jacors. Well, to really state what my conscience is, I would 
state that I have always been a loyal American citizen. I have loved 
children. I have taught them all sorts of athletic activities. I have 
participated in them—with them in games, and play, and I feel that 
ene of the things that I also always have done is that of upholding the 
Constitution, and the Constitutions states that, under the first, fifth, 
and sixth amendments, I need not answer these questions in such 
hearing. 

Mr. Doytx. Well, we are not asking you to incriminate yourself. 
Weare merely asking you to cooperate with the committee, which you 
recognize, according to your own testimony, as an official committee 
of your Congress. 

Mr. Jacozs. Well, I—excuse me. 

Mr. Dorie. We are here on an express assignment, and our evidence 
shows clearly that the Communist Party is subversive; and, under 
oath, we have testimony that you were a member. Therefore, we 
know we have the official right and it is our duty to ask you to help 
us in that regard. Why don't you do it? 

Mr. Jacons. I’m doing it in the best manner in which I can possibly 
do it, and that is that, under the fifth amendment, I do not incrimi- 
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nate myself. I simply don’t bear witness or testimony against myself. 

Mr. Vewpe. In a criminal action, remember. The fifth amendment 
also says that. 

Mr. Doyir. Well, of course, if you feel conscientiously having been 
a member of the Communist Party of America might at some future 
time develop a situation where you would incriminate yourself, or 

whatever you say now, I can understand. 

Of course, we have evidence—books and books of it—to the effect 
that the American Communist Party is part and parcel of an inter- 
national conspiracy. 

When I was over in Korea a few months ago for Congress, I asked 
many American boys whether or not there was any connect ion between 
the milit: ary, aggressive, Communist attack over in Korea and the 
American Communist Party in the United St: i ‘a they all an- 
swered me uniformly. “It is one and the same conspiracy to over- 
throw the free peoples of the world and their freedom-loving forms of 
vovernment.” 

I don’t have any compunctions, Mr. Jacobs, about asking you, 
as a teacher in American schools, to come clean and help us—— 

Mr. Jacogs. I am. 

Mr. Doyie. Because I saw boys dying over there. 

Mr. Jacors. I am clean, sir. I don’t have to come clean. 

Mr. Doytr. Well, the—— 

Mr. Cxiarpy. If you are not a Communist, why don’t you say so 

Mr. Doyir. Well, the American Communist Party in the ‘United 
States of America is not clean. It’s not patriotic and it’s not freedom- 
loving, in my judgment; and I would think you, as a member of the 
public school forces, ought to review your own attitude toward the 
United States Government and toward your own Congress and make 
very sure you want to continue with that attitude. 

Mr. Jacons. I draw my attitude from the privileges granted me by 
the Constitution of the United States—— 

Mr. Doyte. And we uphold that—— 

Mr. Jacors. Which I admire. 

Mr. Doy te (continuing). Strongly, and we compliment you if you 
conscient iously plead those amendments. 

Mr. J ACOBS. I do. 

Mr. Doytr. No further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veupr. Mr. Frazier. 

Mr. Frazier. No questions. 

Mr. Veutpr. The witness is excused and the committee will stand 
in recess for 10 minutes. 

(Whereupon, at 11: 10a. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
at 11:20 a. m., of the same day. y.) 

(The hearing reconvened at 11:20 a. m., the following members 
being present: Representatives <H irold H. Velde (chairman), Bernard 
W. Kearney, Donald L. Jackson, Kit Clardy, dation H. Scherer, and 
Clvde Doyle.) 

Mr. Vetpr. The committee will be in order. 

Let the record show at this point present are Mr. Kearney, Mr. 
Jackson, Mr. Clardy, Mr. Scherer, Mr. Doyle, and the chairman, Mr. 
Velde, a quorum of the full committee. 

Call your next witness, Mr. Counsel. 


? 
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Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Florence Jacobs. 

Mr. Vevpe. Raise your right hand. 

In the testimony you are about to give before this committee, do 
you solemnly swear you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and noth- 
ing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mrs. Jacoss. I do, 

Mr. Vetpr. Be seated, please. 

Since you object to the lights, will the still photographers take their 
pictures now before the testimony begins and please desist from taking 
further pictures, and will the newsreel and television cameras desist? 

Mrs. Jacoss. Thank you. 

Mr. Kuwzie. Let the record show the witness is accompanied by 
counsel, the same attorney as in the past witnesses this morning. 


TESTIMONY OF MRS. FLORENCE H. JACOBS, ACCOMPANIED BY HER 
COUNSEL, HAROLD I. CAMMER 


Mr. Kunzic. Would you state your full name for the record, Mrs. 
Jacobs? 

Mrs. Jacors. Florence H. Jacobs. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is your address, Mrs. Jacobs ¢ 

Mrs. Jacons. 729 East 49th Street, Brooklyn. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you the wife of the previous witness? 

Mrs. Jacons. I am. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Jacobs, would you state for the committee your 
educational bae ker ound ? 

Mrs. J Acoss. L. went to the elementary and high school in Brooklyn. 
Then I went to Hunter and Brooklyn College. I took training as a 
dietitian, hospital training. Then I completed my master’s degree at 
Hunter, at Columbia University. 

Mr. Kunzic. When was that? 

Mrs. Jacosns. In—I think it was in 1933; and took some additional 
courses at NYU. I have taken my-alertness courses in my own field. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is your employment background ? 

Mrs. Jacons. I worked as a substitute at Brooklyn College—I think 
it was in 1933, and I worked as a dietitian in charge—in ‘hospitals - 
in several hospitals, 

Then I became a substitute teacher in several schools, and then 
when I was appointed by the board of education I worked about 11 or 
12 years as a teacher of health education in hygiene for the board of 
education. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you employed presently by the board of edu- 
cation ? 

Mrs. Jacons. I am employed presently. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where are you employed ? 

Mrs. Jacons. At Franklin K. Lane High School. 

Mr. Kunzic. Franklin K.—— 

Mrs. Jacorps. Lane. 

Mr. Kunzic (continuing). Lane High School? 

Mrs. Jacons. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is the address of that school # 

Mrs. Jacons. It is Jamaica Avenue and Dexter Court, Brooklyn. 

Mr. Kunzic. Brooklyn. 
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What do you teach there now, Mrs. Jacobs ? 

Mrs. Jacoss. I teach health education, which is physical activities, 
hygiene, dance work. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, you heard the testimony of Mrs. Funn? yesterday 
that she knew you as one of those who attended the New York State 
Communist Party school with her. Did you ever attend the New 
York State Communist Party school ? 

Mrs. Jacoss. I decline to answer that question on the basis of the 
basis of the first amendment, which grants me the privilege of freedom 
of thought and association; on the basis of the sixth amendment, 
which grants me the privilege of trial and cross-examination of a wit- 
ness who m: 1y have accused me of anything; on the basis of the fifth 
amendment, where I do not wish to bear testimony against myself. 

Mr. Vevpe. Well, I should like to explain for the record 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Yes. 

Mr. Vevpe. I don’t think you have interpreted—— 

Mr. Kunzic. That’s right. 

Mr. Veipe (continuing). The various amendments you quoted to 
rely upon properly. However, you are relying on all of the protec- 
tions of the amendments you mentioned to the Constitution; is that 
correct ¢ 

Mrs. Jacoss. That’s right. 

Mr. Veiner. And you do refuse to answer the question put to you 
by counsel ? 

Mrs. Jacors. I do. 

Mr. Kunzic. I was going to state, sir, I think the record should 
show there is no right of cross-examination. That is an incorrect 
statement of law as made by the witness. 

Mrs. Jacozs. I did not make that statement—that the congressional 
committee has the right to cross-examine witnesses. I stated that I 
declined to answer the question here because I do not have the right 
here 

Mr. Kunzie. Right. 

Mrs. Jacoss. To cross examine witnesses. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, Mrs. Jacobs, the October 3, 1944, issue of the 
Daily Worker, page 6, lists a group of people to whom one may report 
to get out the American Labor Party vote. It lists for Bay Ridge a 
Florence Jacobs, 4714 Fifth Avenue. Are you that Florence Jacobs? 

Mrs. Jacoss. I didn’t hear the address. 

Mr. Kunzic. Well, I will pass it over to you and you may look at it. 

It is marked for identification as “Florence Jacobs Exhibit No. 1.” 

Mrs. Jacoss. I am not that Florence Jacobs. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Have you ever been at any time a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Jacoss. I decline to answer that on the basis of the first, fifth, 
and sixth amendments, as I answered before. 

Mr. Kunzie. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Jacopns. I also decline to answer that on those same grounds. 

Mr. Kunzic. No further questions, sir, if the witness is going to be 
uncooperative. 

Mr. Veuve. Mr. Kearney. 

Mr. Kearney. No questions. 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Jackson. 
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Mr. Jackson. No questions. 

Mr. Vewpe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Crarpy No questions. 

Mr. Veupr. Mr. Scherer. 

(No response. ) 

Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyte. I have 1 or 2. 

I assume, Mrs. Jacobs, you were in the room here yesterday—I 
think I saw you here 

Mrs. Jacoss. Yes; I was. 

Mr. Dove (continuing). While Mrs. Funn was testifying—— 

Mrs. Jacoss. That’s right. 

Mr. DoyLEe (continuing). You and your husband. 

Mrs. Jacozns. We were subpenaed to be here. 

Mr. Dore. Well, you were here and heard her testimony 

Mrs. Jacons. That’s right. 

Mr. Dorie. And you heard her testimony that the Communist Party 
held a secret school here in the State of New York, at which she 
attended. Did you hear her so testify ¢ 

Mrs. Jacoss. I did. 

Mr. Doyie. And you heard her testify that was a secret school 
and was kept very much in the dark and kept very much secretive, did 
you not? 

Mrs. Jacoss. I heard it. 

Mr. Dorie. And you heard her testify also you attended that secret 
school? 

Mrs. Jacoss. I heard her. 

Mr. Doytz. Did you attend the school ? 

Mrs. Jacoss. Well, I decline to answer that on the same grounds 
as I have given before. 

Mr. Doyte. I think that is all. 

Mr. Veuve. Is there any reason why this witness should be retained 
under subpena? 

Mr. Kuwnzic. No reason, sir. 

Mr. Vetpr. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused.) 

Mr. Vetpe. Call the next witness, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Arnaud D’Usseau. 

Mr. Veuve. Will you call the witness again ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I think I saw him coming forward. 

Mr. Arnaud D’Usseau. 

Is he present in the courtroom ? 
Mr. Vaan, Spell out the name, will you, please? 

Mr. Tavenner. A-r-n-a-u-d D-’U-s-s-e-a-u. 

Possibly I did not pronounce it correctly. 

Tf he is not here, I will call another witness. 

Mr. Vetpp. Just a minute. Maybe we better look in the hall to 
find out whether he is out there in the waiting audience. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Fuoss, will you look in the hall? 

I understand counsel is not available at the moment. 

Mr. Vetpre. You mean the witness is not available? 

Mr. Cammer. No, sir. 

Mr. Veuve. Do you represent this witness? 
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Mr. Cammer. No, your honor. The attorney is arguing a motion 
in court this morning, and asking this morning if you will call—to 
please ask you to hold it for a half hour or so until he gets here. He 
will be along. 

Mr. Veupe. Who is this counsel ? 

Mr. Camnenr. I think it is Mr. Franse. 

Mr. Veiner. And he told you he was representing this witness ? 

Mr. Cammer. From Mr. Franse, that is my recollection of it. 

Mr. Vewpe. Has he attempted to get in touch with you, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. This is the first I have known of the situation. Iam 
confident I have not heard from counsel. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Or the witness? 

Mr. Tavenner. Or the witness. 

Mr. Cammer. Well, he will be along. He has a matter in court. 

Mr. Jackson. Is the witness here? 

Mr. Cammenr. I really don’t know, sir. I don’t know the witness. 

Mr. Veuve. Well, of course, the counsel have been here and they 
have been available at all times—counsel for the committee—and you 
realize, as a member of the bar, naturally it is the duty of counsel for 
the witness to get in touch with our counsel, and apparently that has 
not happened. So, I think we should proceed to introduce the sub- 
pena. 

Mr. Cuarpy. He places himself in jeopardy, as you know. 

Mr. Cammer. Well, in a sense, it was thought the teachers were go- 
ing to occupy all morning. 

Mr. Verve. Well, if you are not counsel, Mr. Cammer, for this wit- 
ness that is called, will you please be seated ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. In this particular case, if the witness is in the room, 
or someone knows his counsel, I wish to state that the witness will be 
given until this afternoon at approximately 2 o’clock to appear before 
taking further proceedings. 

Mr..Veipr. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Mortimer Offner. 

Mr. Vetpe. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn? 

In the testimony you are about to give before this committee, do you 
solemnly swear you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Orrner. I do. 

Mr. Chairman, I prefer to have the lights off during my testimony. 
It. will make me feel a good deal more comfortable. 

Mr. Vetpe. Would it assist any in getting the witness to answer the 
questions put to him by counsel ? 

Mr. Orrner. Well, it certainly would assist me in answering. 

Mr. Vexpe. All right; the same order is in effect as has been in effect 
with regard to the previous witnesses. 

Mr. Orrner. I would also like the press, the still cameras, to desist 
in taking photographs during the testimony. 
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TESTIMONY OF MORTIMER OFFNER, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, MARTIN POPPER 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Orrner. Mortimer Offner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. Orrner. I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your first and last name, please? 

Mr. Orrner. M-o-r-t-i-m-e-r O-f-f-n-e-r. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are accompanied by counsel? 

Mr. Orrner. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Porrer. The name is Martin Popper—P-o-p-p-e-r—New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Offner? 

Mr. Orrner. In the city of New York on November 38, 1900. 

(Representative James B, Frazier, Jr., returned to the hearing room 
at this point. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Orrner. I am a director—theatrical director—television di- 
rector. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, briefly what 
your formal educational training has been ? 

Mr. Orrner. I went through the New York City public schools, 
attended the University of Chicago and Columbia University, from 
which I was graduated with a degree of bachelor of arts. 

That’s the extent of my formal education, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what the nature 
of vour employment or occupation has been since 1935? 

Mr. Orrner. In 1935 I was in Hollywood, employed as a writer in 
the motion-picture industry. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, when did you begin your employment as a 
writer in the motion-picture indus stry in Hollywood? 

Mr. Orrner. In the year 1933, I believe it was, in the late part of 
that year. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you go to Hollywood from New York—— 

Mr. Orrner. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner (continuing). Or how long had you been in Holly- 
wood in 1933? 

Mr. Orrner. I had been there for—since the early part of the year. 

Mr. Tavenner. And how long did you continue your work as a 
writer in the motion-picture industry? 

Mr. Orrner. I was a writer in the motion-picture industry until 
approximately—until approximately the end of 1943, when I entered 
the Army. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what some of 
your principal screen c ‘redits were during that period? 

Mr. Orrner. Yes. I worked as a writer on several films, notably 
Little Minister, Alice Adams, a picture called Silvia Scarlet, a pic- 
ture called Quality Street, a picture called Radio City Revels, a piec- 
ture called The Saint in New York and so on. 

Mr. Tavenner. Since 1943 what has been your employment, and 
where? 


















































1262 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE NEW YORK AREA 


Mr. Orrner. My employment since 1943—well, I was in the Army 
for 314 years, where I worked chiefly on training films. 

When I came back from the Army, I went back to Hollywood in the 
spring of 1946, where I again was employed sporadically as a writer 
in the film industry. 

Mr. Tavenner. And over what period of time did you continue your 
work as a writer after returning there in 1946? 

Mr. Orrner. Over what period of time? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Orrner. Until approximately the summer of 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were your principal screen credits during 
that period of time? 

Mr. Orrner. During that period I had no screen credits. I worked 
on pictures that were unproduced. 

Mr. Tavenner. And since 1950 what has been your profession and 
where have you been employed ? 

Mr. Orrner. Since 1950 I’ve been employed in New York as a tele- 
vision producer, director, and also as a theatrical director. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are possibly familiar with the fact that the 
committee has, since 1951, been conducting a rather extensive inves- 
tigation within the entertainment field, particularly in Hollywood, 
for the purpose of determining to what extent the Communist Party 
has been successful in penetrating the various organizations there 
which have to do with the moving-picture industry, and especially to 
become informed of the principal objectives of the Communist Party 
in Hollywood and the methods by which the Communist Party has 
endeavored to accomplish those objectives. 

During the course of this investigation your name has come before 
the committee on several occasions. It appears that witnesses have 
testified to facts which, if their testimony is correct, would place you 
as a member of the Communist Party somewhere between the years 
1936 and 1937 and 1943, at least. 

Now, I want to refer to the testimony of several of the witnesses 
who would bear that out as the basis for some questions to you, with 
the hope that you will take it up from that point and give the com- 
mittee such information as you can regarding the operations of the 
Communist Party in Hollywood. 

Let me ask you: Are you acquainted with Mr. Leo Townsend ? 

Mr. Orrner. You are referring, I take it, to the stool-pigeon screen- 
writer that testified before this committee in Hollywood ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No; I am not, Mr. Witness. I am speaking of a 
man who has been a very loyal American and who has come to the 
aid of his country and this committee by giving this committee the 
facts within his knowledge. x 2 

Mr. Orrner. Well, I refuse to answer your question on the grounds 
that it would be degrading to connect myself in any way with such a 
man—— 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Just a moment. 

_ Orrner. And because I will not bear witness against myself, 
ana—— F 
Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Verpr. Just a minute, Mr. Witness. 
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Mr. Tavenner. The ground that the witness has cited, as has 
been decided by the Supreme Court, is not a legal ground, and I ask 
the witness be directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Orrner. I think I just did answer the question, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Vextpe. Either answer the question with a “Yes” or “No” answer 
or refuse to re it on legal grounds. 

Mr. Orrner. I decline to answer it on the grounds that I will not 
be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. I didn’t hear that. I beg your pardon. 

Mr. Orrner. Yes. 

Mr. Scnerer. He didn’t say it. 

Mr. Vevpe. No; he didn’t say it. 

Mr. Popper. Yes; he said it. 

Mr. Scuerer. I couldn’t hear it. 

Mr. Orrner. I said it, but while I was interrupted. I am sorry 
nobody was listening very carefully. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Offner, the testimony of Mr. Townsend ? before 
the committee on September. 18, 1951, identified you as having been 
a member of the Communist Party in the same group of which he 
was a member, and this question was asked : 

Were you acquainted with a person by the name of Mortimer Offner? 

Mr. TowNsEND. Yes; I was. At one time shortly before I left the Communist 
Party—I think this must have been late in 1947—— 

And, incidentally, I must have been mistaken when I referred to 
1943 as being the last date. 

willed ih think this must have been late in 1947—in the early part of 1948, I[ 
was serving as an officer of the branch I was in at that time. 1 was financial 
director. My duty was to collect dues and assessments from the members of the 
branch and to turn them over to—I believe the title was—the section financial 
director, and this section financial director was Mr. Offner. I turned the money 
over to him. Where it went from there, I don’t know. I suppose the county 
office, and then I suppose from there to the national office. 

Now, the committee has been endeavoring to trace the huge amount 
of funds that were paid the Communist Party by high-salaried peo- 
ple employed in Hollywood. 

Mr. Max Silver, who was the organizational secretary of the Com- 
munist Party in Los Angeles County, has testified before this com- 
mittee that the funds did not go through channels. They did not go 
through the county organization and, in his judgment, came directly 
to New York under some financial plan of the party. 

Now, if this testimony is correct about your having occupied the 
position as sectional financial director and the collections havi ng 
been turned over to you, you can give this commi ittee some informa- 
tion that it desires to have and needs. 

Now, will you give it to us? 

Mr. Orrner. This committee has stated, I believe, that it has come 
to New York to investigate subversive activities in the theaters? 

Is that so? 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you answer my question ? 

Mr. Orrner. Well, I am answering it. 

I have some experience of the investigations i in Hollywood, having 
lived there and having followed what went on there, and I believe 
there’s been some 6 or 7 years or more of investigation of so-called 
subversive activities in the motion-picture industry. 





1 Leo Townsend. 
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Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman, the witness is not answering the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Vextpe. Yes. Again we are not interested in a tirade of ex- 
traneous explanation like that. Your opinion of the committee may 
be given some time when one of the members has a lot of time outside 
of this session. We might listen to you then— 

Mr, Orrner. Well, what is the question— 

Mr. Vevpe (continuing). To what vou have to say then—— 

Mr. Orrner. Exactly, please ? 

Mr. Vevpe (continuing). But while you are in session, the author- 
ized session of this committee, which must proceed with the im- 
portant work that we are trying to do— 

Mr. Orrner. Well, don’t you think it is germane to the question to 
inquire into the nature of this inquiry and to talk about it? 

I think it is. 

Mr. Verve. Well, I think you have heard time and time again, as 
Mr. Doyle has explained to several witnesses, the authority the com- 
mittee has to make investigations and report back to Congress, the 
House of Represent: itives, for remedial legislation regarding sub- 
versive activities in this country, and that is what we are doing at the 
present time—— 

Mr. Orrner. That is what I am commenting upon, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpe (continuing). Trying to find out the facts from you 

Mr. Orrner. I am commenting upon that. 

Mr. Veuve (continuing). Relative to subversive activities in this 
country. 

I believe you could be of great help to the committee if you were 
patriotic and loyal to this country. 

Mr. Orrner. I am trying—— 

Mr. Vetpr. Will you answer the question as put to you by counsel? 

Mr. Orrner. What was the question ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. The question was whether you would aid this com- 
mittee by giving it such information as you have about the h: undling 
of funds in the Communist Party in Los Angeles. 

Mr. Orrner. Well, it is a question of understanding what aiding 
the committee is. 

The committee has been investigating for years out in Hollywood 
and hasn’t disclosed one single instance of subversion—— 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Orrner. In the motion picture industry. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman, again the witness is not answering the 
question and I ask that last remark be stricken from the record and 
he be instructed to answer directly. 

Mr. Orrner. Well, I decline to answer this question for 

Mr. Ciarpy. Witness, will you please subside until the chairman 
answers / 

Mr. Orrner. Well, I will decline to answer the question for the 
reason that, in the first place, I don’t believe the committee is per- 
forming the function that it says it is—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Orrner. Having never uncovered a single instance of sub- 
version 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman, again—— 
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Mr. Vetpr. Mr. Witness, I ask you to answer the question. 

Mr. Orrnrr. And for the reason that to—— 

Mr. Verve. Just a minute. We will have to ask you to answer the 
question yes or no, or refuse to answer the question on legal grounds— 
whatever you prefer to do. We can not sit and listen to this tirade 
and argument. 

Mr. Orrner. It is not a tirade. It is a statement of fact, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Ciarpy. It is a typical Communist tirade now. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, I think, though, in view of the—— 

Mr. Vevpr. Let me again make a statement to the audience: That 
the next time there is a demonstration of any kind the officer will be 
instructed to remove those responsible for the demonstration. 

Mr. Doyie. Mr. Chairman, I think that the witness— 

Mr. Veuve. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyte. I think the witness’ voluntary statement that the com- 
mittee has not uncovered a single subversive activity or incident— 
assuming, Witness, that you are in good faith making that statement— 
and, of course, I do assume that—it just shows how very, very poorly 
informed you are. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Doyle, I don’t assume he did make it in good 
faith. 

Mr. Doytr. Well—— 

Mr. Orrner. I believe—— 

Mr. Vexpr. Let us proceed with it. 

Mr. Orrner. I believe there has been no instance of a motion pic- 
ture cited that had any subversive material in it. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Chairman, I ask 

Mr. Orrner. And I believe that—— 

Mr. Crarpy (continuing). That he be directed to answer the ques- 
tion and refrain from arguing. 

Mr. Vetpr. Yes. I see no reason why we can be gaining any knowl- 
edge from this witness by arguing with him. 

Mr. Ciarpy. None at all. 

Mr. Vevpr. I think the record will speak for itself, and I ask the 
counsel to proceed. 

Mr. Orrner. Well, I decline to answer the question on the previous 
grounds—that I will not be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Elizabeth Wilson testified before the committee 
and told the committee how she had been a member of the Commu- 
nist Party and had withdrawn from it, and the reasons for withdraw- 
ing from it. She stated during the period of 1947 and 1948 she had 
reaffiliated with the group. There was a period of time when she was 
away, or was not a member, and then she reaffiliated with this group. 
She was asked to name those who were active in that group. She 
gave the names of a number of persons—Jack [John Howard] Law- 
son, as one of them; Lester Cole; Melvin Levy, who has testified and 
admitted his former part in the Communist Party membership, and 
that he had withdrawn; George Beck, who also testified before the 
committee and gave the facts within his knowledge, and he, too, had 
withdrawn from the Communist Party; and she gave your name. 

Did you belong to any group of the Communist Party, of which Mrs. 
Wilson was a member—Mrs. Elizabeth Wilson ? 
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Mr. Orrner. Well, this is the same old question, Mr. Counsel, in 
another shape. You know perfectly well I’m going to decline to 
answer that. ; ps 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; but I am going to give you the privilege of 
doing it. 

Mr. Orrner. I believe that the privilege of doing it is a misnomer. 
I believe you are giving me the privilege of being an un-American 
by answering any questions of that sort. The first amendment 

Mr. Cuarpy. Are you declining? 

Mr. Orrner. I certainly am declining, on the grounds of the first 
amendment, which allows me freedom of thought and which is very 
important for the protection of the American theater and the motion- 
picture industry 

Mr. Kearney. In your opinion—— 

Mr. Orrner (continuing). Which is very close to my heart. I’ve 
spent all my life in them, and on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kearney. In your opinion, is Mrs. Wilson a stool pigeon, as you 
designated Mr. Townsend ? 

Mr. Orrner. Is, in my opinion, Mrs. Wilson a stool pigeon ? 

Mr. Kearney. Yes. 

Mr. Orrner. I think Mrs. Wilson is an unfortunate, despicable 
type of person. I'll put it that way. 

Mr. Dorie. You evidently know her pretty well, according to 
your opinion. 

Mr. Orrner. I said nothing about knowing her. 

Mr. Dorie. How can you give that judgment of a fellow citizen 
unless you know her? 

Why do you volunteer such an opinion, or such an intolerant at- 
titude, toward an American citizen ? 

Mr. Orrner. I think— 

Mr. Doyte. You don’t want them to have that intolerant attitude 
ugainst you? 

Mr. Orrner. It is a matter of public record, Mr. Congressman, what 
Mrs. Wilson did. It’s there for ever ybody to read. 

Mr. Doyix. Well, don’t you allow other Americans to have the same 
right that you claim for yourself ? 

Mr. Orrner. I certainly do, and I wish this committee 

Mr. Dorie. Well, why—— 

Mr. Orrner (continuing). Would stick by that principle. 

Mr. Doyix. Why, then, judge a fellow American the way you 
judged her, just because she differed with you? 

Mr. Jackson. She exercised freedom of speech probably 

Mr. Doy.e. Surely. 

Mr. Cuarpy. You don’t like that when other people exercise it, do 
you! 

Mr. Orrner. I love it, and I wish this committee would permit me 
to exercise it. 

Mr. Doyir. Well, may I say this for the committee: I, for one 
member of the committee—and I don’t know of any other member of 
the committee who differs with me—don’t contend for 1 minute when 
a witness conscientiously pleads or offers the constitutional protection 
that our great Constitution gives that person is un-American, when 
it is conscientiously given. I wish to make that cle: ar to this witness, 
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We compliment a witness who conscientiously pleads the privilege of 
the Constitution ; but, of course, generally, we have learned, as a result 
of our many years of work, that most witnesses who at least come 
before us and plead the constitutional provision, knowing their back- 
ground and knowing that they have been members of the Communist 

arty at least, that it is the Communist line from Moscow and they 
don’t plead the constitutional protection in good faith. 

I am saying that as to most of the witnesses that plead the consti- 
tutional provision before this committee. 

Mr. Orrner. Yes. I know that this committee has tried to give 
the use of the fifth amendment and the constitutional privilege a 
very bad name. 

Mr. Doyte. Not at all. 

Mr. Orrner. Yes; I think you’ve just shown that—— 

Mr. Doyie. Not at all. 

Mr. Orrner (continuing). And trying to make it appear that 
everybody who appeals to it is, by that very token, suspect; and 
we know very well that the fifth amendment was made for the protec- 
tion of the innocent 

Mr. Vetpr. Mr. Witness—— 

Mr. Orrner (continuing). And not for any other reason. 

Mr. VexLpe (continuing). Let me ask you again to answer the 
questions put to you 

Mr. Orrner. Well—— 

Mr. Vetpe (continuing). By counsel and members of the 
committee 

Mr. Orrner. Very well. 

Mr. Vetpr (continuing). Or refuse to answer them on legal 
grounds. We are not interested in hearing any more of your opinions 
which are not based on any facts, any reasonable facts, at all. 

Will you proceed ? 

Mr. Orrner. Mr. Doyle was carrying on a conversation with me. 
I thought it was my privilege to answer him. 

Mr. Jackson. Regular order, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpr. Regular order, and proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Melvin Levy, in his testimony of March 28, 
1952, also identified you as a member of the Communist Party. 

Were you a member of the Communist Party along with Mr. Levy? 

Mr. Orrner. Mr. Counsel, I think you know what my answer to 
that is. You are asking me the same question over and over again. 

Mr. Kearney. Why don’t you give—— 

Mr. Orrner. It is the same old question and the same attempt to 
smear me, and the same attempt that has been used to smear 500 
people in Hollywood, or more, and do them out of their jobs 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. Orrner (continuing). Which is the only thing 

Mr. Cuarpy (continuing). I suggest 

Mr. Vener. Yes. 

Mr. Orrner. I refuse to answer the question on the grounds—same 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Martin Berkeley, in his testimony of January 
29, 1952, also identified you as having been a member of the Com- 
munist Party back at a period as early as 1939. 
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Were you a member of any Communist Party group in 1939—— 

Mr. Orrner. I’]] decline—— 

Mr. Tavenner (continuing). In Hollywood ? 

Mr. Orrner (continuing). To answer that. 

Mr. Tvenner. How is that ? 

Mr. Orrner. I will decline to answer that question, as I have de- 
clined to answer questions in which evidence has been brought forward 
here by stoolpigeons and un-Americans—— 

Mr. Kearney. And despicable characters ? 

Mr. Orrner (continuing). And I will decline to do so on the 
grounds I will not bear witness against myself. ‘ 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Orrner. You're asking the same question. It’s the refrain 
that this committee carries on and on and on, and I hope you’re not 
going to succeed in intimidating the theatrical industry here— 

Mr. Vewpr. Please answer the quest ion— 

Mr. Orrner (continuing). In the same way—— 

Mr. Vevpr (continuing). Or refuse to answer it. 

Mr. Orrner (continuing). You intimidated it in Hollywood. 

I refuse to answer it on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Verpe. Mr. Kearney. 

Mr. Kearney. No questions. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. No. 

Just one observation, however, Mr. Chairman : The witness is correct 
in stating that over 500 members of what has been found in the highest 
court in the land to be an international conspiracy have been disclosed 
within that industry. 

It also should be pointed out for the record that several millions of 
dollars, the total sum of which is not known, were channeled into the 
coffers of the Communist Party for what purposes are not known. 

So, this investigation at this time, I believe, within the entertain- 
ment field, has produced a great deal of valuable information as far 
as recruitment and physical operations of the Communist Party is 
concerned. 

That is all I have, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpr. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. No questions. 

Mr. Verne. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scnerer. Mr. Offner, did you ever receive any compensation 
from the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Orrner. I decline to answer the question 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you ever pass—— 

Mr. Orrner (continuing). On the same grounds. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you ever pass on any funds to the Communist 
Party ? 

(Representative Donald L. Jackson left the hearing room at. this 
point. ) 

Mr. Orrner. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Scuerrer. All right. Have you ever been an agent for the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Orrner. What do you mean by that? 
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Mr. Scuerer. Just what the word “agent” means, Mr. Offner. 

Mr. Orrner. Well, there are theatrical agents. 

Mr. Scuerer. Yes. ‘An agent in any capacity. 

Mr. Orrner. I think you will have to make that question more 
definite. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, my question—— 

Mr. Veiner. Just a minute, Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Officer (addressing an officer of the court), I think you are a new 
officer here. I have previously instructed the audience here that any 
disturbance would not be tolerated, and I asked if such disturbance is 
caused that you find the persons responsible for that disturbance and 
remove them from the hearing room. If that happens again, that 
order will be in effect. 

Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerrr. Have you ever been an agent of the Communist 
Party—— 

Mr. OrFrner. Well, I—— 

Mr. Scuerer (continuing). In any capacity? 

Mr. Orrner. You are asking me the same question in another 
form—have I ever been a member of the Communist Party. Is that 
what you are asking ? 

Mr. Scuerer. No; I am not asking you if you were ever a member. 
I am asking if you had been an agent of the Communist Party. 

You have been in the theatrical business—— 

Mr. Orrner. Yes; I know what the term is. 

Mr. Scuerer (continuing). And you are a graduate of Columbia. 
You know what the word “agent” means. 

Mr. Orrner. I don’t know what the word “agent” means in this con- 
nection. You will have to define it. “Agent” means somebody acted 
for. It has a very broad connotation. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, a financial secretary is ana 

(No response. ) 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, are you a financial secretary of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Orrner. Well, now, I see the point of your question. 

Mr. ScHerer. Yes. 

Mr. Orrner. I have already refused to answer that question on the 
grounds—— 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, were you an agent in any other capacity, other 
than a financial secretary, Mr. Offner? 

Mr. Orrner. Well, what do you mean by that? 

I wish you would be definite. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, did you act in any capacity for the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. OrrNner. Well, it’s the same old refrain. I decline to answer 
on the same grounds. 

Mr. Scuerer. All right. Have you ever been an agent of the Rus- 
sian Government, then ? 

(At this point Mr. Offner conferred with Mr. Popper.) 

Mr. Orrner. Well, I would ask for a definition of that, too. What 
do you mean by that? What are you driving at? 

I don’t understand the question. 


event, isn’t he? 
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Mr. Scuerer. Have you ever acted for the Russian Government in 
any capacity whatsoever ? 

Mr. Orrner. No; I have not. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is all. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dove. I think, Mr. Chairman, in view of this witness’ answers 
that it is timely for me to get into the record here and for the hearing 
of the large group of folks here for their information the fact that 
not only does this committee operate under Public Law 601, which I 
have referred to several times in these hearings, but that the Internal 
Security Act of 1950, passed by the United States Congress as Public 
Law 831, designated commonly as the Subversive Activities Control 
Act, reads in part as follows—and I wish to just call attention to two 
paragraphs of it—and I know the witness is well aware of and well 
informed about it—I assume that: 

Sec. 2. As a result of evidence adduced before various committees of the Sen- 
ate and House of Representatives, the Congress hereby finds that (1) there 
exists a world Communist movement which, in its origin, its development, and its 
present practice, is a worldwide rev¢ lutionary movement whose purpose it is, by 
treachery, deceit, infiltration into other groups, governmental and otherwise, 
espionage, sabotage, terrorism, and any other means deemed necessary to estab- 
lish a Communist totalitarian dictatorship in this country and throughout the 
world through a medium of a worldwide Communist organization. 

The establishment of a totalitarian dictatorship in any country results in the 
suppression of all opposition to the party in power, the subordination of the 
rights of individuals to the State, the denial of fundamental rights and liberties 
which are characteristic of a representative form of government, such as freedom 
of speech, of the press, of assembly, of religious worship, and results in the 
maintenance of control over the people through fear, terrorism, and brutality. 

The direction and control of the world Communist movement is vested in and 
exercised by a Communist dictatorship of a foreign country. 

(Representative Donald L. Jackson returned to the hearing room at 
this point.) 

Now, manifestly, Mr. Chairman, I haven’t read all of this act; but 
I felt those three paragraphs were especially pertinent to bring to the 
witness’ attention and the attention of any ‘others that might hear or 
read this at this time. 

Now, may I say, Mr. Offner, in view of your remark that not a 
single incident of any moving picture in Hollywood or other places 
have been found subversive, in view of your statement to that effect, 
of course, our investigation of subversive activities in Hollywood or 
any place else has not been limited to whether or not there happened 
to be any moving picture that was inherently subversive. We haven’t 
been investigating exclusively that field. 

I have no other question, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vewtpe. Mr. Frazier. 

Mr. Frazier. No questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vener. Is there any reason why this witness should be continued 
under subpena? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Vevpe. If not, the witness is dismissed. 

The committee will stand in recess until 1: 30. 

(Whereupon, at 12:10 p. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
at 1:30 p. m., of the same day.) 
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(At the hour of 1:31 p. m., of the same day, the hearing was re- 
sumed, the following committee members being present: Representa- 
tives Hi arold H. Velde (chairman), Bernard W. Kearney, Kit Clardy, 
Gordon H. Scherer, Clyde Doyle, and James B. Fr azier, Jr.) 

Mr. Vetpr. The committee will come to order. 

Let the record show that Mr. Kearney, Mr. Clary, Mr. Scherer, 
Mr. Doyle, Mr. Frazier, and the chairman, Mr. Velde, are present, a 
quorum of ‘the committee. 

The Chair would like to make an announcement relative to the testi- 
mony which was scheduled to take place immediately after we recon- 
vened this afternoon. 

The next witness was to be Mrs. Abe Burrows. Since she has been 
subpenaed, we have received information that she is in care of a 
medical doctor and that it is possible that a public hearing of her 
testimony would cause her some uncomfort, inconvenience, and may be 
possibly injurious to her health. 

The committee is always anxious to assist any witness who comes 
before this committee and will, of course, do nothing which will be 
injurious to a witness’ health; and, so, the committee met in executive 
session and decided that Mrs. Burrows would be called in executive 
session later on in the day and then her testimony would be released 
to the public later on." 

So, we will proceed, Mr. Counsel, with the next witness. 

Will you call the next witness? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, before the next witness is called, I 
think I owe the committee and Mr. Franse, who is counsel for the wit- 
ness who was called this morning and who was absent, an apology. 
It develops counsel called us on Friday or Saturday of last week and 
advised of a hearing that he had in court this morning. 

Mr. Vener. He is counsel for which witness now ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. For the witness, Arnaud D’Usseau. 

I agreed with him that the witness would be called this afternoon 
instead of this morning. A notation of that was made in the inves- 
tigator’s file, but not in my file and I overlooked it. 

Mr. Vetpr. Well, of course, Mr. Counsel, your apology as far as the 
committee is concerned, I am sure, is accepted. We realize the strain 
under which you are operating and realize those mistakes are possible 
to be made, and I am sure the counsel and the witness have not suffered 
any inconvenience by reason of our calling him this morning instead of 
this afternoon as you have promised. 

Now, will you proceed, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Cedric Belfrage. 

Mr. Vetpr. Will you raise your right hand, Mr. Belfrage? 

In the testimony you are about to give before this committee, do you 
solemnly swear you will tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Betrrace. I do. 

Mr. Veupe. Be seated, please. 


1 Testimony given in executive session by Mrs. Abe Burrows appears on pp. 1327-1328 
of this publication. 
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Mr. Betrrace. Am I permitted to object to the battery of lights 
here, Mr. Velde? 

Mr. Vetpr. Does the witness feel it will disturb— 

Mr. Betrrace. Yes. 

Mr. Veupe (continuing). His testimony ? 

Mr. Betrrace. Yes. 

Mr. Vewpr. If we would be assured the witness would answer the 
questions put to him by counsel in case we ordered the lights turned off 
and the television cameras—— 

Mr. Betrrace. I would appreciate it if they were turned off, sir. 

Mr. Vevpe (continuing). Would you then answer the questions that 
are put to you by counsel ? 

Mr. Bevrrace. I don’t know what the questions are going to be; 
but I—I protest against having to sit here in front of this battery of 
lights—it is very disturbing indeed—and being photographed by peo- 
ple all the time while I am giving testimony. 

Mr. Vevpe. It has been the rule of the committee, of course, where 
there has been an objection to being photographed by the newsreel and 
television cameras that that objection will be o bserved in the interest 
of securing cooperation from the witness who makes the objection ; 
and, so, I will ask that the television cameras and the newreel lights 
be turned off and cease and desist. 

Mr. Betrrace. Thank you. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I see, Mr. Belfrage, you are accompanied by counsel. 

Would counsel please state his name and address for the record ? 

Mr. Damerorr. Yes. Nathan Dambroff, 38 Park Row, New York. 


TESTIMONY OF CEDRIC HENNING BELFRAGE, ACCOMPANIED BY 
HIS COUNSEL, NATHAN DAMBROFF 


Mr. Kunzir. Would you give your name, please, and spell it cor- 
rectly so we get it right? 

Mr. Bevrracr. Cederic Henning Belfrage—C-e-d-r-i-c H-e-n- 
n-1-n-g B-e-]-f-r-a-g-e. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mr. Belfrage, could you give the committee a résumé 
of your educational background ? 

Mr. Betrrace. Well, it is not a very long story. I went to an Eng- 
lish public school—that is a private school—and Cambridge Univers- 
ity and Grenoble University in France. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where were you born, Mr. Belfrage? 

Mr. Beirrace. In London, England. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Are you at the present time an American citizen? 

Mr. Betrrace. No. 

Mr. Kt nzIc. Where do you have citizenship or of what country are 
you a subject ? 

Mr. Betrrace. Great Britain. 

Mr. Kunzic. Great Britain? 

Mr. Betrrace. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. How long have you been in this country? When did 
you first enter? 

Mr. Bevrrace. I first entered in April—I believe it was April—I 
have the date down here; I have some notes—no: I don’t have that 
date—approximately April of 1926. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Have you stayed ever since then { 

Mr. Betrrace. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. I presume, there have been many ins and outs? 

Mr. Betrrace. Travel back and forth a great deal. 

Mr. Kunzic. When was the last time you traveled back to Europe 

Mr. Beurrace. The last time I entered— 

Mr. Kunzic. Or entered ? 

Mr. Betrracr. October 28, 1945. 

Mr. Kunzic. You have been in this country continuously since 
1945? 

Mr. Beirrace. Correct; yes. 

Mr. KuNZzI1«a. Would you give the committee a résumé of your em- 
ployment background and military record? 

Mr. Bevrrace. I must decline to answer that question under the 
privilege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzie. You decline to answer a question as to your employ- 
ment and your military record ¢ 

Mr. Betrrace. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Criarpy. Mr. Chairman, I ask he be directed to reply to the 
question. 

Mr. Veutpr. Well, yes; I think you should be directed, but first let 
me ask: What part ‘of the fifth amendment do you rely upon, Mr. 
Belfrage? 

Mr. Bevrrace. That part which makes it impossible for anyone to 
make me bear witness against myself. 

Mr. Kearney. Would testifying as to your military service make 
you bear witness against yourself ¢ 

Mr. Betrraae. I decline to answer that, sir, on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kearney. Were you a member of the British forces ¢ 

Mr. Bretrrace. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Vetpr. Well, the Chair—— 

Mr. Kearney. Were you a member of any - the Allied forces? 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer the question, sir, on the ground 
under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kearney. ‘re you a member of any of the enemy forces? 

Mr. Benrrace. I decline to answer that question, sir, on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Veutpr. Well, let me say before you are directed to answer the 
question put to you by counsel and Mr. Kearney, that the Chair 
and I am sure other members of the committee—can see no reasonable 
way in which you can use the fifth amendment to excuse you from 
answering the question relative to your educational backvround or 
your employment background. There might be possibly something 
in your military background, especially if you have been in the arme+| 
forces of an enemy, that might tend to incriminate you. I don’t know 
what it would be right now; but in your employme nt background, 
certainly I can see no reasonable way in which you can incriminate 


yourself, 


So, I wish you would reconsider answering questions at least as to 


your employment. 


At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 
Mr. Damprorr. May I have— 
Mr. Vetpr. You may consult. 
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Mr. Damprorr (continuing). A word with him, please? 

Mr. Vetpe. Certainly. 

Mr. Kunzia. Surely. 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Betrrace. My counsel instructs me that I can—I can freely 
answer as to the general nature of my work in England, and since 
I came here. 

I have been a magazine writer, a writer in general, for various 
forms of publication, and since I came here I have been prosecuting 
similar ends. 

Mr. Krarney. I didn’t understand that. 

Mr. Betrrace. I have been doing the same. I am in general a 
writer. 

Mr. Vrevpr. May I suggest to counsel that if he has some infor- 
mation, further information, to ask, you make your questions a little 
more specific in the general awe eee 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Well, I think we should. 

Mr. Cuarpy. May I make a suggestion, too, Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. That he take up first his employment out of this coun- 
try, because obviously nothing that has transpired, criminal or other- 
wise, outside of the jurisdiction of the courts of this land, can in any 
way incriminate him here, and then take his step by step on that 
employment when out of the country before you get to his employ- 
ment he re, 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you, then, Mr. Belfrage, give the committee 
a résumé of your employment prior to your coming to this country ¢ 

Mr. Betrrace. My employment—— 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Bevrrace (continuing). It is quite a long—— 

Mr. Kuwnzic. To the best of your knowledge. 

Mr. Beurrace. It is quite a long one. 

Well, you are referring to salaried employment, I guess, because I 
haven’t had very many salaried employments in my life; but I can 
give you those. 

Mr. Kunzic. You can list those. You might also mention public- 
tions for which you have written, and so forth. 

Mr. Betrrace. Well, I have written for a great many magazines, a 
great many fan magazines, about the motion "pictures, That was my 
work for a number of years. 

Mr. Kunzic. This was prior to coming to this country ? 

Mr. Betrrace. No; in this country and—— 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Let’s take it first prior to coming to this country. 

Mr. Beirrace. Prior to coming to this country, I wrote for a maga- 
zine, I think, called the Picture Goer, as I recall it, in London, and 
another one called, I think, the Bioscope, trade publication—various 
such pu iblications—some of them probably not—don’t exist any more. 

Mr. Kunzia. What period of time would this have been? 

Mr. Betrrace. Oh, this would have been before I came here—be- 
fore 1926. 

Mr. Kunzic. After you came to this country, what employment 
have you had, either salarie a or employment in the sense of writing 
for magazines, motion pictures, whatever you m: vy have done? 


eros 
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Mr. Betrrace. Since I came here? 

Mr. Kunzia. Since you came to this country. 

Mr. Beirrace. Well, I wrote for further—I further wrote for fan 
magazines about the motion pictures. I used to go and interview 
movie stars in Beverly Hills, and so forth. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. What period of time would this have been ? 

Mr. Beirrace. 1927 to about 1930, in general. I did a little more 
of it later, when I was there again. 

Mr. Kunzic. Any other? 

Mr. Betrrace. Well, then, after that, I—I went back to England 
as a representative for Mr. Samuel Goldwyn in London, and I had 
that—that was a salaried appointment. 

Mr. Kunzic. What period of time would this have been? 

Mr. Betrrace. That was in 1930, and in 1931. 

Mr. Scuerer. What type of work did you do for Mr. Goldwyn in 
England ¢ 

Mr. Betrrace. Publicity work, sir. 

Mr. Vetpe. Did the gentleman say from England? 

Mr. Scuerer. In England. 

Mr. Betrrace. In England. 

Mr. Vevtpe. Was that in England? 

Mr. Betrracr. In England; yes, sir. 

Mr. Vetpe. I’m sorry. 

Mr. Kunzic. Publicizing 

Mr. Bevrrace. Publicizing pictures. 

Mr. Kunzic. Any other employment now, leaving out the war 
years ¢ 

I am coming to that. 

Mr. Betrrace. Well, after I left—when I was with Mr. Goldwyn, 
I was invited to join the London Daily and Sunday Express as a 
movie critic, and I was in that—I was in that employment for about 
5 years—the movie critic, theater critic, and columnist. 

Mr. Kunzic. Any other employments that you had, or any other 
type of work that you did in this period since you came to America ? 

Mr. Betrrace. Since I came to America—well, I came back to 
America and I was doing general writing. I was not employed prior 
to the war. 

Mr. Kunzic. When did you become employed by the National 
Guardian ¢ 

Mr. Betrracr. Mr, Chairman, I am compelled to—reluctantly com- 
pelled to—assert my rights under the fifth amendment. I cannot 
answer that question because you, yourself, have been quoted in the 
Congressional Record as stating that the National Guardian is an- 
other propaganda arm of Soviet Russia, and Representative Don- 
dero and Representative Gross have made similar statements in the 
Congress. 

Mr. Vener. Well, is it? 

Mr. Betrrace. I refuse to answer that question, sir, on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Vetpr. Well, now, you have mentioned that you felt compelled 
to decline to answer. Let me state you don’t have to decline. You 
are under no compulsion to answer this question. 

Do you refuse or decline to answer the question ? 
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Mr. Bevrrace. I decline to answer that question; yes, sir, on the 
grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Furthermore, I would like to say that the very question that has 
been put to me in the context of the statement that you have, your- 
self, made in the Congress and other Congressmen have made make 
it apparent that I have been summoned here for the purpose of abridg- 
ing the freedom of the press by—by abridging the rights of the Na- 
tional Guardian, and which would be an abridgement of the freedom 
of the press under the first Constitution—under the first amendment 
to the United States Constitution. 

Mr. Criarpy. Of course, Mr. Chairman, that isn’t so, and I move 
to strike those remarks from the record. 

Mr. Vevpr. Well, of course, the witness has the right to rely on 
the first amendment. 

Mr. Criarpy. I meant that explanatory 

Mr. Beurrace. Sir, I have—— 

Mr. Ciarpy (continuing). Diatribe. 

Mr. Vevpr. Yes: I agree with you. 

fr. Betrrace. The National Guardian has been prejudged by 
vourself. 
" Mr. Crarpy. Do you know whether or not it is subversive ? 

Mr. Bevrrace. I decline to answer that question, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, if it were subversive, would it be an abridg 
ment of the freedom of the press ¢ 

Mr. Bevrrace. I decline to answer that question, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, isn’t it obvious if it were subversive—— 

Mr. Beirrace. I decline to answer any questions along that line 
on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Doyze. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Kearney. May I ask— 

Mr. Vevpr. Mr. Doyle wants the floor, but go ahead, Mr. Kearney. 

Mr. Krarney. I— 

Mr. Doyie. I have not made any statement about the National 
Guardian. 

Mr. Bewrrace. I see. 

Mr. Doyie. What is the National Guardian— 

Mr. Betrrace. I—— 

Mr. Doyte (continuing). To which you voluntarily referred ? 
Mr. Betrrace. I suggest—— 

Mr. Doyie. What is the National Guardian ? 

Mr. Beirrace. I suggest you could ask that question of Mr. Velde, 
r. He apparently— 

Mr. Dorie. Well, are you connected with it? 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer that question, sir, on the grounds 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Doytr. It it a public ation of some sort ? 

Mr. Berrracr. I have read about it. 

I decline to answer any question about it at all. 

Mr. Doyie. Does it use any of the press services like the Associated 
Press or the United Press or the International News Service ? 

Mr. Berrrace. IT can’t answer these questions, sir. 

Mr. Doyrr. Do vou know what the answer is? 
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Mr. Betrrace. I can’t answer that question. 

Mr. Dorie. Why? 

Mr. Bevrrace. I cannot—I—I demand my rights under the fifth 
amendment 

Mr. Dorie. Well—— 

Mr. Beirrace. Not to testify against myself—— 

Mr. Doyir. Well—— 

Mr. Beirracr. And I have been prejudged by members of this 
certain members of this—committee sitting right here. 

Mr. Doyie. Well, do you believe it would incriminate you under 
the fifth amendment, which says “* * * nor shall he be compelled in 
any criminal case to be a witness against himself” ? 

Mr. Betrracr. Well, Mr. Velde— 

Mr. Dorie. Would it—— 

Mr. Betrrace. Mr. Velde— 

Mr. Dorie. Would it—— 

Mr. Betrrace. Mr. Velde has said so. 

Mr. Doyir. Now, let me ask my questions, please. 

Would it possibly incriminate you to answer this question as to 
whether or not this National Guardian uses any of the established 
news services? Would that possibly incriminate you ? 

Mr. Betrracr. I decline to answer those question, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyte. Have you filed your application for citizenship papers / 

Mr. Bexrrace. I decline to answer that question, Mr. Doyle, on 
the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Doytr. Would it possibly incriminate you if you had filed your 
first citizenship application papers to become a citizen of the Nation 
in which you have lived and prospered since 1945 ¢ 

Would it incriminate you if you became a citizen of the United 
States ? 

Mr. Bevrrace. Under the circumstances, sir, since I have been pre- 
judged, I decline to answer that question on the ground of the fifth 
amendment, which is the shield of the innocent and it is this innocence 
which I seek to protect. 

Mr. Dorie. Why haven't you filed first citizenship papers in my 
country since 1945? 

You said you lived here continuously. 

Mr. Bevrrace. I must decline to answer, sir. on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment. 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Doyte. I think you ought to go back to some other country 
if you don’t think enough of the United States to file for citizenship 
papers. 

Mr. Vevpe. There will be no demonstrations. 

Mr. Betrrace. Sir, I wish to state in asserting my rights under 
the fifth amendment I am neither admitting or denying the question 
which you ask. 

Mr. Dorie. I am not saying you are, but I am saying any man who 
has come to my country and been here since 1945, and engages in 
newspaper work of any kind, and has earned his livelihood in the 
United States of America, ought to think enough of it to make his 
first application for citizenship papers, and 1 am talking and looking 
straight at you, sir. 
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Mr. Betrrice. Mr. Doyle, it is your privilege to make that state- 
ment, and I think I think just as much of the United States as you do. 

Mr. Dorr. No; you ow t, or you would apply for citizenship in it. 

Mr. Betrrace. Well, I am entitled to say that I think 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. C “eg I should like to request that the chair- 
man direct the witness to answer a group of questions here, and to 
answer specifically the question as to whether or not he has attempted 
to take out citizenship papers. 

I ask him that question now again, and I should like to ask you 
directly to answer that single question. 

Mr. Veupr. Yes; the Chair feels that is a simple question 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Vevpr (continuing). That can be answered very simply, and 
it is entirely a legitimate question; and, so, the Chair directs the 
witness to answer this question. 

Mr. Betrracr. Will you permit me, sir, to— 

Mr. Vetpr. Yes. 

Mr. Bexrrace. Discuss this? 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Beirrace. The answer, Mr. Chairman, is “Yes.” 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, when did you attempt to take out citizenship 
papers ¢ 

Mr. Betrrace. I have to decline to answer that, sir, on the ground 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzia. Then. I ask the witness be directed to answer the ques- 
tion: When did you attempt to take out citizenship papers? 

Mr. Veupr. Yes. 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Vevve. If the witness answers he made such an attempt, I can 
see no way in which it can possibly incriminate him to tell when he 
made such an attempt, and the witness is directed to answer the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Betrrace. I am told by my counsel, sir, I may answer that ques- 
tion. 

This—the date was approximately July of 1937. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, you took out or you attempted to take out the 
papers in July of 1937. You have already said you are not a citizen. 
So, I must assume you did not complete the steps. 

Did you withdraw your application, or why was the application not 
followed through to completion? 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer that, sir, under the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kearney. I would like to ask the witness: What type of visa 
are you now operating under, since your last entry into the country? 

Mr. Betrrace. I am a resident alien. 

Mr. Kearney. Resident alien? 

Mr. Betrrace. Occupant status. 

Mr. Kearney. Are there any proceedings before the Immigration 
Committee looking for your deportation ? 

Mr. Berrrace. I decline to answer that, sir, on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Vevpr. Proceed. 
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Mr. Kuwzic. I would like to repeat the question and ask that the 
witness be directed to answer. 

You stated that you had attempted to take out citizenship papers. 
You gave us the time. Did you attempt to complete the becoming of 
a United States citizen? 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Bexrraae. I decline to answer, sir, on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. I ask that the witness be directed to answer that 
question. 

Mr. Vetpe. Yes; the witness is directed to answer the question. 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Bextrrace. I decline to answer, sir, on the ground of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did the United States Government in any way refuse 
to grant you citizenship? 

Mr. Bexrrace. I must decline to answer on the ground of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kuwzia. I ask the witness be directed to answer this question 
as to whether the United States Government refused to grant him 
citizenship. 

Mr. Veuve. Yes. If the witness knows, he should answer, and is 
directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Betrrace. Mr. Chairman, I must decline on the same ground. 

Mr. Vetpe. At this point, let the record show I have an executive 
session, in which I shall sit as a committee of one, and I will appoint 
Mr. Kearney as the acting chairman of this committee, with Mr. 
Clardy, Mr. Scherer, Mr. Doyle, and Mr. Frazier as the other members 
of a quorum of the full committee. 

(Representative Harold H. Velde left the hearing room at this 
point.) 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you ready, Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. Kearney (presiding). Just to clear the record, I would like to 
go back to the question I asked the witness under what passport he was 
operating here at the present time. I would like to ask the witness: 
What type of visa did you obtain for your original entry into the 
country ¢ 

Mr. Betrrace. My original entry, sir, was just a temporary—a tem- 
porary visa—for visitors—a visitor’s visa. 

Mr. Kearney. A 6-months’ visa? 

Mr. Betrraae. Yes. 

Mr. Kearney. You had that renewed from time to time? 

Mr. Betrrace. I had that renewed, and at other times I have come 
in on the special visa, which I am not sure what is called, for corre- 
spondents of publications, which entitle one to stay as long as one 
likes, as long as the employment continues. 

Mr. Cuarpy. But your last entry was under the standard—— 

Mr. Betrrace. My last entry-—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. Visitor’s visa ? 

Mr. Betrrace. Was as an immigrant—British immigrant. 

Mr. Kearney. Proceed. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you married, Mr. Belfrage? 

Mr. Butrrace. Yes. 
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Mr. Kunzic. What is your wife’s full name ‘ 

Mr. Betrrace. Mary Beatrice. 

Mr. Kunzic. This committee, I wish to state for the record, Mr. 
Chairman, is in the possession of sworn testimony in executive session 
to the effect that Mr. Belfrage, the witness here present today, has 
been a member of the Communist Party while being in the United 
States of America. 

Mr. Belfrage, since you came to the United States of America, the 
first date of which I believe was in 1926, or thereabouts, have you at 
any time been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer that on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kearney. Would you so state if you were not a member of the 
Communist Party earn that period of time? 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer that, sir, on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you ever used an alias? 

Mr. Bevrracer. I decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kunzia. Isn’t it a fact that you used the alias George Oakden 
In your writings and in your me rs in oe Communist Party ? 

Mr. Beirrace. I decline to answer that, sir, on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. The committee is in possession of sworn testimony, 
Mr. Chairman, to the effect that at the time of this testimony, covering 
the latter part of the 1930's, early 1940’s, that the witness here lived 
on Oakden Drive, out near Hollywood, and the testimony was the 
party name of George Oakden was well remembered by the witness 
so testifvine because Mr. Belfrage used the party name of George 
Oakden because he lived on Oakden Drive. As a matter of fact, the 
:ame he then used was used for writing in the New Masses and other 
left-wing magazines. 

You have never heard of a George Oakden ? 

Mr. Betrracre. I would like to say most Sey to that ques- 
tion that the fifth amendment is the shield of the innocent and under 
its guaranties I decline to answer any such questions. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I should like to read for the record : 
statement made by this witness in the book Out of Bondage. by Fliza- 
beth Bentley, published by R. Hart-Davis, SoHo Square, London, if 
the committee will indulge. I shall read this and ask certain direct 
questions of Mr. Belfrage. I am now quoting: 

Meanwhile, back in the summer of 19483, Yasha wanted to turn over to me 
a voung Englishman who was then working for the British Intelligence Service. 
Cedric Belfrage had been a party sympathizer in Britain and after coming to 
this country got in touch with V. J. Jerome, who in turn put Belfrage in contact 
with Yasha 

For some time Cedrie had been turning over to us extremely valuable infor- 
mation from the files of the British Intelligence Service, most of which I saw 
before it was relayed on to the Russians 


I remember one large volume of instructions to agents of British Intelligence 
which Yasha thought so good that we kept a copy of it in the safe at World 
Tourists, reading it occasionally for hints on undercover work. It was a most 

orough manual: it gave minute directions on how to conduct a surveillance 
nd how to avoid being tailed, and it even had a section on breaking and enter- 


ug, which had been patriotically contributed by the burglars of Great Britain. 
As I looked through it, I realized why the British Intelligence Service had long 
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been known as a very excellent one. Obviously they knew their business from 
A to Z One thing that stuck in my mind was their evaluation of motivations 
in choosing an agent. The best person, they said, was one who was motivated 
by patriotism or idealism, although if he became disillusioned he might be very 
bard to handle. Adventurers they brushed aside as being unreliable, while they 
considered bought agents as being very risky because someone else’s intelli- 
gence service could always offer them more money. 

Jelfrage himself, Yasha told me, was an extremely odd character and rather 
difficult to deal with. Although passionately devoted to the cause 
and I might parenthetically state this is the cause of communism, as 
explained prior in the book— 
he still considered himself to be a patriotic Britisher and, hence, he would give 
us no information that showed up England’s mistakes or tended to make her a 
laughing stock. In addition, he was very nervous at what he was doing, and 
Yasha had all he could do to keep him in line. 

The prospect of taking over one more highstrung agent did not appeal to me, 
nor did I desire to tangle with the British Intelligence Service. I stalled the 
proposition off for a few weeks. Then, fortunately, something happened that 
nade any decision unnecessary. 

In the early fall, Cedric brought Yasha some highly confidential information, 
cautioning him as usual to be very careful with it. Yasha, in line with his 
agreement, showed the material to Earl Browder, who incautiously gave it to 
The Protestant 
The Protestant is in italies— 
one of the Communist-controlled publications. Immediately the data appeared 
in an article in such a form that the source could be readily identified by Cedric’s 
superiors. It was a bad slip. Yasha, seething with rage, hotfooted it down to 
party headquarters to give Earl a talking to and then went off to see Belfrage 
He returned to look at me hopelessly. 

“Well, that’s that,” he said grimly. “We’ve just lost a good agent. Cedric 
is shivering with fright, and when I finished talking to him he bolted off in a 
panic, saying that he would never come back.” 

‘But why did Ear! do it?” I asked. 

Sheer stupidity,” he said angrily. “He didn’t think it would do any harm. 
Wouldn’t you think that after all his years as a revolutionary he would know 
hetter?” Then, very grimly, “But I can assure you he won't do anything like 
that again, not after what I said to him.” 

There, I end the entire quote out of the book Out of Bondage, by 
Klizabeth Bentley. The words used, of course, were Elizabeth Bent- 
ley’s words. 

Now, Mr. Belfrage, are you the Cedric Belfrage mentioned in this 
book by Elizabeth Bentley, from which I have just read you a 
passage ¢ 

Mr. Beirrace. Well, Mr. Chairman, that is a very colorful passage, 
but j—__ 

Mr. Kearney. It might be a colorful passage, Mr. Belfrage, but 
can you answer the question ? 

Mr. Berrracs. I don’t knew what to say. I’m flabbergasted by the 
question. 

Mr. Kunzia. I don’t see why he is flabbergasted. The book has 
been published a long time ago. 

Mr. Betrrace. Well, all I can say is, under the conditions existing 
here, where I have no due process of law, it would be grotesque for 
me to answer questions relating to some gossip in a book by somebody 
[ don’t know. It would be utterly grotesque, and I wouldn’t—under 
the sixth amendment, I couldn’t possibly consider answering. 

Mr. Screrer. Did you say you didn’t know Elizabeth Bentley ? 

Mr. Breirrace. No. 








1282 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE NEW YORK AREA 


Mr. Scuerer. Didn’t you just say in your statement—— 

Mr. Jones. Yes; he did. 

Mr. Betrrace. No, sir; I said I didn’t know about this whole thing 
I am talking about. 

Mr. Kearney. Did you know Elizabeth Bentley ? 

Mr. Beurrace. I refuse to answer any questions under this—under 
these conditions. 

Mr. Kearney. Did you know the name Yasha? 

Mr. Betrrace. I refuse to answer any questions on that, particularly 
under the sixth amendment, where I have no due processes of law, 
where I—— 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Betrrace (continuing). And the fifth amendment; but I say 
I could not possibly answer any such questions on allegations such as 
that, where it is impossible to even confront the people involved 

Mr. Scnerer. Just a minute. 

Mr. Kearney. Were you a member of the British Intelligence 
Service ? 

Mr. Betrrace (continuing). And under the fifth amendment, I 
refuse to answer the question at all. 

Mr. Kearney. Were you a member of the British Intelligence 
Service? 

Mr. Berrrace. I decline to answer that question, sir, on the grounds 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scurerer. Now, just—— 

Mr. Kearney. Do you mean to tell me if you stated you were a 
member of the British Intelligence Service it would tend to incrimi- 
nate you % 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer that question on the grounds I 
cannot be asked to bear witness against myself. 

Mr. Kearney. You would bear witness against yourself in answer- 
ing whether or not you were in the service of your country ? 

Mr. Berirrace. I repeat my statement, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. Proceed. 

Mr. Scuerer. Just a minute. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Chairman, may I make a suggestion ? 

You have asked him a question that has to do with his employment 
by a foreign government. I submit that he should be directed to 
answer your question because whatever may have happened in Great 
Britain cannot possibly incriminate him under the laws of this Nation, 
and I think we are entitled to have him directed so that if the com- 
mittee contemplates further action afterward there will be a clear 
record of a direction to the witness to answer a question that cannot 
incriminate him. 

Mr. Damprorr. May I—~ 

Mr. Crarpy. No; you may not. Counsel is not permitted to argue 
here. 

Mr. Damprorr. May I ask the chairman of this committee to make 
reference to the statement of the preceding Congressman who just 
made a statement ? 

I would like to refer to it. I think it important to note that this 
statement in this book which was just read refers to activity within 
the United States. 
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Mr. Cuarpy. Well, I am not talking about that. 

Mr. Damprorr. Well, that is the question. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I ask that he be directed to answer the question, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Damprorr. That is the question that is being asked. 

Mr. Kearney. The question that I asked was whether he was a 
member of the British Intelligence Service. That was the question, 
in substance, and he declined to answer on the grounds it might in- 
criminate him; and I further followed up that by the question how 
could military service in one’s country incriminate him. 

Mr. Damprorr. And I 

Mr. Criarpy. Those were the questions I had in mind asking you to 
direct him to answer, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Kearney. I am going to direct the witness to answer the ques- 
tion 

Mr. Betrrace. Mr. Chairman, everyone— - 

Mr. Kearney (continuing). As tu-—- 

Mr. Betrrace. Everyone—— 

Mr. Krarney (continuing). As to whether he was a member of 
the British military service. 

Mr. Betrrace. Mr. Chairman, everyone—— 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Intelligence. 

Mr. Kearney. British Intelligence Service. 

Mr. Betrrace (continuing). Knows that many an innocent person 
has brought about his own indictment by waiving his constitutional 
privilege and unwittingly supplying some missing link in a chain of— 
in a chain of circumstantial evidence purporting to link him with a 
crime. 

The pitfalls and dangers of testifying without immunity are such 
that experienced lawyers will not permit a client to so testify, how- 
ever certain they may be of their innocence. 

Mr. Krarnry. Were you a member—— 

Mr. Betrrace. Lawyers, of all, should—— 

Mr. Kearney. Were you a member—=— 

Mr. Betrrace (continuing). Know that. 

Mr. Kearney (continuing). Of the British Intelligence Service in 
Great Britain ? 

Mr. Betrrace. Sir, I decline to answer on the ground that the fifth 
amendment is the protection of my shield of innocence, and I am 
protected by it. 

Mr. Kearney. How can the fifth amendment—you are seeking 
refuge behind the fifth amendment—go to the fact that I ask you 
if you were a member of the British Intelligence Service in Great 
Britain? : 

Mr. Betrracr. Sir, I resent the suggestion I am sheltering behind 
the fifth amendment. I am not sheltering behind the fifth amend- 
ment. I am stating—I am asserting—my rights under the fifth 
amendment, which is quite a different thing. 

Mr. Damprorr. I might—I might ask this committee to advise the 
witness how his activity in Great Britain 

Mr. Kearney. Well, I think counsel 

Mr. Damerorr (continuing). Could possibly be within the con- 
text—— 
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Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Dameprorr (continuing). Or purview of this committee. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Kearney. Just a minute. 

I think counsel will be afforded every opportunity on every ques- 
tion to consult with his client before the witness answers the ques- 
tion; but I direct the witness to answer the question as to whether 
or not he was a member of the British Intelligence in Great Britain. 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Betrrace. I refuse to answer that, Mr. Congressman—— 

Mr. Kearney. On the procedure—— 

Mr. Betrrace (continuing). On the grounds—— 

Mr. Scurrer. Now, just a minute. 

Mr. Beirrace. May I state my grounds? On the grounds it is not 
within the purview of this hearing and on the ground of the fifth 
iumendment. 

Mr. Scurerer. Now, just a minute. Mr. Chairman, I started to ask 
the witness before, and I was interrupted, about his testimony in re- 
sponse to Mr. Kunzig’s question. It is my understanding in his state- 
ment the witness said, “You asked me about a woman, Elizabeth Bent- 
ley, whom I don’t know.” 

I want, before we go any further with that, to ask this shorthand 
reporter to go back and read his testimony to see if my recollection is 
correct that he said he didn’t know Elizabeth Bentley. 

Mr. Crarpy. I heard him, Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Kearney. Well, now, will the committee please be in order. 
There is one member of the committee questioning him. Let him fin- 
ish his question. 

Mr. Scurrer. Would you mind taking the time to go back and read 
that part of the testimony. It was the witness’ answer to Mr. Kunzig’s 
question. 

Mr. Kearney. I think if it is going to take up considerable time to 
look that answer up—why don’t you ask the witness that question ? 

Mr. Scuerer. I want to be sure he said that. 

(The reporter read the test imony back as follows :) 


Now, Mr. Belfrage, are you the Cedric Belfrage mentioned in this book by 


Elizabeth Bentley, from which I have just read you a passage? 
Mr. BELFRAGE. Well, Mr. Chairman, that is a very colorful passage, but I—— 
Mr. KEARNEY. It might be a colorful passage, Mr. Belfrage, but can you answer 
t} , ti . 
1e question ? 


Mr. BeLrrace. T don’t know what to say. I’m flabbergasted by the question. 
Mr. Kunzic. I don’t see why he is flabbergasted. The book has been published a 
ong time ago 

Mr. BELFRAGE. Well, all I can say is, under the conditions existing here, where 
[ have no due process of law, it would be grotesque for me to answer questions 
relating to some gossip in a book by somebody I don’t know. It would be utterly 
grotesque, and I wouldn’t—under the sixth amendment, I couldn’t possibly 
consider answering. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you say you didn’t know Elizabeth Bentley? 

Mr. BELFRAGE. No 

Mr. Scnerer. Didn’t you just say that in your statement—— 

Mr. Jones. Yes; he did 

Mr. BELFRAGE. No, sir; I said I didn’t know about this whole thing I am talking 
ibout 

Mr. KEARNEY. Did you know Elizabeth Bentley? 

Mr. Betrrace. I refuse to answer any questions under this—under these 


onditions 
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Mr. Scuerer. I submit the record is clear that he said he didn’t know 
the author of the book, after you mentioned Elizabeth Bentley. 

Now, do you say you don’t know Elizabeth Bentley ¢ 

Mr. Bevrrace. | didn’t say that at all. I think you are making a 
great deal out of very little. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, some body—— 

Mr. Bevrrace. I didn’t know. I was just speaking. I didn’t say 
I knew anything about Elizabeth Bentley. 

Mr. Scuerer. Written by somebody you don’t know—that was your 
statement. 

Mr. Betrrace. No; I didn’t mean it that way at all, 

Mr. Scuerer. You didn’t mean it that way— 

Mr. Bevrrace. You can—— 

Mr. SCHERER (continuing). But that is your statement. 

Mr. Be_rrace. You can read it that way if you want to, but that is 
the— 

Mr. Kearney. Well, it is very simple to ask another simple ques- 
tion: Do you know Elizabeth Bentley, the author of that book ¢ 

Mr. Betrrace. | decline to answer that question, sir-——— 

Mr. Kearney. Now, we have wasted a lot of time to get that answer, 
haven’t we? 

Mr. Betrrace. Yes, on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. I would like to get an answer to my question. I haven’t 
yet gotten a direct answer. | asked you whether you were the Cedric 
Belfr age referred to on page 167 of Elizabeth Bentley’s book, Out of 
Bond: ige ? 

Mr. Bevrrace. | decline to answer, sir, on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did you ever turn over extremely valuable informa 
tion from the files of the British Intelligence Service while you were 
here in the United States of America, and to Russian agents? 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. You said, “Russian agents.” You are talking about 
the one Jacob Golos, called Yasha in the book, are you not? 

Mr. Kuwzia. I was just coming to that name you are mentioning. 
sir. 

Do you know a Jacob Golos—G-o-]-o-s ¢ 

Mr. BELFRAGE. lL decline to answer, sir, on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did you ever know a Jacob Golos ? 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer—the same answer- 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Be.rrace (continuing). The same grounds. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did you work with a Soviet spy ring with which 
Jacob Golos was connected 2 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer—same ground. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. Now, let’s go back a little bit, because we got away 
from it. Would you tell the committee about your service in either 
the British or American forces during the war ¢ 

Mr. Bevrrace. | decline to answer—the same ground. 

Mr. Kunzic. You decline to tell this committee whether you served 
even the country of Great Britain or the United States of America 
during the war on the grounds it might incriminate you? 








1286 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE NEW YORK AREA 


Mr. Bevrrace. Correct, sir. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I think he should be directed to answer that, Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzia. I so request also, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. The witness will answer the question. 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Betrrace. I am compelled to decline, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Kearney. Proceed. ‘ 

Mr. Scuerrer. Was there anything in connection with that service 
which would incriminate you ? 

Mr. Betrrace. I am compelled to decline that question, too, sir, on 
the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kearney. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Ciarpy. May I make a statement to him? 

You continually say you are compelled to decline to answer. By 
that, do you mean you are declining to answer ¢ 

Mr. Beirrace. 1 mean that I—— 

Mr. Cuarpy. There is no compulsion to compel you, or anything 
else. 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Betrrace. I do so. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Do you mean you are declining ? 

Mr. Betrrace. I am declining to answer, with reluctance. 

Mr. Criarpy. Would you so state it after this so there will be no 
confusion ? 

Mr. Kearney. In the future, in order to have no confusion, would 
you please just say you decline to answer? 

Mr. Bewrrace. I decline certainly. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. You may not have the protection you seek unless 
you do. 

Mr. Kearney. Proceed. 

Mr. Kunzig. Were you with the Psychological Warfare Division 
of SHAEF? 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Krarney. I direct the witness to answer that question. 

Mr. Bevrragce. I decline to answer on the ground of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you placed in charge of German newspapers of 
West Germany in order to see that they were democratic ? 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you hire known Communists to work for the 
German newspapers in Frankfurt? 

Mr. Bevrrace. I decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. | 

Mr. Kunzic. Were some of those people whom you hired later 
thrown out as Communists? 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. What terminated your employment or tour of duty 
when you were with the armed services in Germany ? 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer on the ground of the fifth 
amendment. 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE NEW YORK AREA 1287 


Mr. Kunzic. Who appointed you or placed you in this position in 
Frankfurt, Germany, over the newspapers? 

Mr. Bextrrace. Decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Well, now, Mr. Chairman, I think that is one on which 
he should be directed to answer. The question was: Who placed 
him in charge? 

Mr. Kearney. Read that question, will you, please? 

(The reporter read the questions as follows:) 

Who appointed you or placed you in this position in Frankfurt, Germany, over 
the newspapers? 

Mr. Krarnry. I direct the witness to answer that question. 

Mr. Breirrace. I am sorry, Mr. Chairman; I decline to answer on 
the ground of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. Did you know an Ameil—A-m-e-i-l—Carlebach— 
C-a-r-]-e-b-a-c-h—who was one of the people connected with the Ger- 
man newspaper Frankfurter Rundschau—R-u-n-d-s-c-h-a-u ? 

Mr. Betrrace. Decline to answer on the ground of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Didn’t you have this man Ameil Carlebach, who has 
been described as a brilliant and admitted Communist Party member, 
put into work with this paper? 

Mr. Betrrace. Decline to answer on the ground of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kuwzic. Didn’t you defend the appointment of this person 
Carlebach in an article entitled “The German Who Should Have Been 
Dead,” which appeared in the June 1948 issue of Harper’s magazine? 

Mr. Betrrace. Decline to answer on the ground of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. You decline to answer as to whether or not you wrote 
an article for Harper’s magazine ¢ 

Mr. Bexurrace. Correct, sir. 

Mr. Kuwzia. I request the witness be directed to answer the ques- 
tion as to whether he wrote an article entitled “The German Who 
Should Have Been Dead,” which appeared in the June 1948 issue of 
Harper’s magazine. 

Mr. Krarney. The Chair directs the witness to answer the question. 

Mr. Beirrace. I am sorry, Mr. Chairman; I decline on the ground 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Perhaps it should be explained to him, Mr. Chairman, 
when he invokes the fifth amendment without cause he, of course, 
lays himself open to further action—— 

Mr. Krarney. I think—— 

Mr. Ciarpy (continuing). By this committee. 

Mr. Krarnry. I think the witness has been fully advised as to his 
rights. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Now, as has already been said before this committee 
many times, I wish to state again for the record that various front 
organizations, known as Communist-front organizations, leftist- 
front organizations, have existed from time to time in the United 
States of America, and I should now like the permission of the chair- 
man to request and ask questions of this witness with regard to var- 
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ious associations that he has formed and various groups to which he 
has lent his name since he came to this country. 

Mr. Kearney. Proceed. 

Mr. Kuwzic. Did you write an article for the New Masses entitled 
“Politics Catches Up With the Writer” in the December 28, 1947, 
issue 4 

Mr. Beurrace. Decline to answer on the ground of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. The New Masses, of course, was cited as a Communist 
periodical by Attorney General Francis Biddle, September 24, 1942. 


If the committee will bear with me, we will take these one by one. 
Did vou lend your name to the League of American Writers in 
which the Hollywood chapter of the League of American Writers 


drafted and got signatures to be sent to Leon Blum at the French 
Embassy asking that the French border be opened in the Spanis! 
var at the time of the Spanish war ¢ 

The League of American Writers has been designated and cited 
as subversive and Communist by Attorney General Tom Clark and 
by a group of other committees, and so forth, that have named the 
croup. 

Did you lend your name—— 

Mr. Dorie. What year was that cited ? 

Mr. Kunzic. This was cited September 21, 1948. 

It was cited in 1942 by Attorney General Francis Biddle. 

In 1941 the State Department quoted a letter from Harold Ickes: 

The League of American Writers is generally regarded as a Communist sub- 
sidiary. Its policies, of course, always parallel those of the Communist Party. 

This committee cited it as such in 1940. 

In 1938 it was cited by the Massachusetts House Committee on 
Un-American Activities. 

In 1942 it was cited by the Rapp-Coudert report. 

This, of course, was done a few years prior to that time, but the 
citations, as I might point out for the record, were based, of course, 
on the activities of this group at that time, at the time Mr. Belfrage 
or a Cedric Belfrage lent his name. 

DD d you so lend your name ¢ 

Mr. Betrracr. Decline to answer on the ground of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did you sign an appeal for lifting the arms embargo 
on the Spanish Government which appeared in the Daily Worker 
\pril 8, 1938, signed Cedric Belfrage ¢ 

Mr. Betrrace. Decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth amend- 
hie t. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you a member of the board of the National 
Committee for People’s Rights, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City, 
on Nove mber LD. 1938 ¢ 

The National Committee for People’s Rights was cited in 1942 
by Attorney General Biddle: in 1942 by a Special Committee on Un- 
American Activities; in 1947 by this committee, and in 1948 by the 
California committee. 

Mr. Betrracr. Decline to answer on the ground of the fifth amend- 
ment. 
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Mr. Kuwnzie. Were you on the executive committee of Common 
wealth College in Mena—Me-n-a—Arkansas. in 1940? 

Mr. BELFRAGI . Decline to answer on the vround of the fifth amend 
ment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Commonwealth College was cited as Communist by 
Attorney General Tom Clark in 1949, by the Special Committee on 
Un-American Activities in 1944, and by the Massachusetts House 
Committee on Un-American Activities in 1938 

Were you in June of 1939 a member of the advisory committee of 
the same Comonwealth College, the Southern Resident Labor School, 
in Mena, Ark., in 1939 4 5 

Mr. Bevtrrace. I decline to answer on the ground of the fifth amend 
ment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Counsel, I think it would be well for you to indicate at 
this time that the information upon which your questions are based is 
coming from photostatie copies of the documents themselves which 
you are referring to. 

Mr. Kunzic. ‘Thank you very much, Mr. Clardy. 

I think the record should show each questio nis being based upon a 
photostatic Cop) of a document from the organization or the news- 
paper which is being mentioned at the time. 

Mr. Charpy. And which shows the facts upon which your ques 
tion is based: is that right ? 

Mr. Kunzic. Each fact is shown. All the questions and facts are 
listed here, and I am reading directly from the publications. 

Did you lend your name to the United American Spanish-Aid Com 
mittee, as appears ina list of a nationwide campaign listed in the Daily 
Worker, New York, Tuesday, July 23, 1940? 


A Cedric Belfrage is lis ted there. 


The United American Spanish Aid Committee was cited as Com 
munist by Attorney General Tom Clark in 1949; the Special Commit- 
tee on Un-American Activities in 1944: the California Committee in 
1948. 


Mr. Beirracr. Decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Kearney. Let. me ask the witness, Mr. Counsel: Would the wit 
ness care to scan some of these photos static copies that counsel has? 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I will be glad to turn it all over to him, sir. 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Betrrace. IT don’t think that’s necessary. 

Mr. Kearney. No point in it ? 

Mr. Bevrrace. No. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did you write a book on the life of Claude Williams 
for the People’s Institute of Applied Religion, which was cited as sub 
versive and Communist in 1949 by Attorney General Tom Clark ? 

Mr. Betrracre. Decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth amend 
ment. 

Mr. KUNZIG. This 1s: i. further re fe ‘rence to the People’s Institute 
of Applied Religion : one you on the international board and among 
the sponsors—( ‘edric Belfrage, author—of this | eople’s Institute of 
Applied Religion in 1948, January the 1st? 

Mr. Betrrace. Decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth amend- 
ment. 
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Mr. Kuwzic. Did you appear in Brooklyn at a Brownsville YPA 
rally to protest the rights on civil rights with E. Gurley Flynn? Did 
you make a speech together with E. Gurley Flynn in December of 
1948 as listed in the Daily Worker ? 

Mr. Betrrace. Decline to answer on the ground of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, in the National Guardian, the paper which has 
as its editor a Cedric Belfrage, did you write an article on April 4, 
1949, concerning the National Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Pro- 
fessions, backing and oe that organization, which organiza- 
tion—National Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions—has 
been cited as a Communist front by this committee in 1949? 

Mr. Betrrace. Decline to answer on the ground of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. May I see that? 

Mr. Kuwnzic. As reported in the Daily Worker of February 22, 
1950, did you speak at a dinner-symposium sponsored by the National 
Council of American-Soviet Friendship, which has been cited as sub- 
versive and Communist by Attorney General Tom Clark in 1947, 
by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities in 1944, and by 
the California Committee in 1948? 

Mr. Betrrace. Decline to answer on the ground of the fifth amend- 
ment, 

Mr. Kuwnzia. I should like to read for the record a short article— 
very brief; a few paragraphs—from the New Leader of September 9, 
1950. It says: 


Editor of ee ia ‘iP aper r buddy-buddy with German red. 


We received a letter from Heinz Putzrath—P-u-t-z-r-a-t-h—of the Social Demo- 
eratic Party of Germany containing information on some Communists and asso- 
ciates that should be of interest to the Americans The letter reads: 


“From a report about Wilhelm Kar! Gerst, the chief of the Communist news 
services in Western Germany, we have seen that Gerst has close contact with 
the editor of the New York National Guardian, Mr. Cedrie Belfrage selfrage 
was American control officer of the Frankfurter Rundschau—R-u-n-d-s-c-h-a-u 
at the time when Gerst was coeditor and licensee of this paper. 

“There is no doubt that Gerst is an important personage in the Communist 
apparatus in Germany, and we think it might interest you to get this information. 

(Signed) Hetnz Purzratu 
and 
Avueust CLAESSENS 
Executive Secretary, the Social Democratic Federation.” 

Do you know or did you ever know a Wilhelm Karl Gerst ? 

Mr. Betrrace. Decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth amend- 
ment, 

Mr. Kunzic. Was Gerst a coeditor and licensee of the Frankfurter 
Rundschau ? 

Mr. Betrrace. Decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Isn’t it a fact you knew Gerst as a Communist when 
you were over in Germany connected with the German newspapers? 

Mr. Berrrace. Decline to answer on the ground of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you appear along with other names as a signer of 
the World Peace Appeal, which has been cited by the congressional 
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Committee on Un-American Activities in 1951 as Communist 
inspired ¢ 

Mr. Kearney. What date is that? 

Mr. Kunzia. September 11, 1950, it was received by the committee. 
There doesn’t appear to be a date printed, sir. 

You decline to answer ? 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you give a speech before the National Council 
of American-Soviet Friendship, 114 East 32d Street, at the educa- 
tional conference of the National Council of American-Soviet Friend- 
ship, Saturday, March 3 1 51, at the Brevoort Hotel, New York City, 
under the auspices of the N Yational Council of American-Soviet Friend- 
ship ? 

I have already, I believe, mentioned the council has been cited as 
subversive and Communist. 

Did you give such a speech ? 

Mr. Betrrace. Decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you the author of a book called A Faith to Free 
the People in 1944 and Abide With Me in 1948? 

Mr. Betrrace. Decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Kearney. Now, to satisfy my own personal curiosity, why 
would the admission of such a book tend to incriminate you? 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer on the ground of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Scuerer. While you are asking that question, Mr. Chairman, 
I wonder if he will admit to being the author of the article in Black 
and White way back in December 1939 entitled “Nude Without Bei ing 
Rude.” 

Did you write that article? 

Mr. Betrraee. Decline to answer on the ground of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

I don’t remember the article. So, I have to say that, without know- 
ing it. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, let’s see if you recognize it if we show it to 
you. 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Crarvy. It is the first entry at the top under Table of Contents. 

Mr. Bexrrace. Oh, I decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Scurrer. You mean such an article would tend to incriminate 
you if you admitted authorship, Mr. Witness ? 

Mr. Betrracer. I decline to answer, sir, on the ground of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kunzie. I have here an issue of the Daily Worker of Wednes- 
day, April 11, 1951; also Monday, April 16, 1951; and the Daily 
P eople’ s World, April 19, 1951—all of which, in one form or another, 
mention Cedric Belfr: age, a Cedric Belfrage, as one of the group of 
notables to welcome three of the jailed Hollywood 10—Dalton 
Trumbo, John Howard Lawson, and so forth. Did you greet those 
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und act as a member of a greeting committee of those jailed Holly- 
wood 10 in 1951 2 

Mr. Betrracr. Decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth amend- 
ment, 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Counsel, I don’t want to be facetious or attempt 
to inject an alleged humor into this hearing, but all I can see up here 
on this Black and White is “Belfrage Exposes Nudist Camps.” That 
is the title of the article, is it, hy —— 

Mr. Bevrrace. That’s what is there; ves, sir. 

Mr. Krarney. Well, again, I am curious as to why an article with 
such a title would tend to incriminate you. 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer the question, Mr. Chairman, on 
the ground of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. May I suggest, Mr. Chairman, that the statute of lim- 
itations would run against any crime, if there was one, dealing with 
nudism as mentioned in that article, because it was back in the thirties. 

Mr. Kearney. Proceed. 

Mr. Doyie. That was in December 1939 that he wrote that. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Belfrage, did you appear on Sunday, February 
the 3d, at Hotel Brevoort, Fifth Avenue and Eighth Street, in New 
York City, as a speaker at the ninth anniversary of the Stalingrad 
victory in a meeting entitled “Remember Stalingrad,” sponsored by 
the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship, the citations of 
which as un-American and Communist inspired, and so forth, I have 
already mentioned ? 

Did you appear as a speaker under that sponsorship—— 

Mr. Betrracr. Decline to answer—— 

Mr. Kuwnzia. At that time? 

Mr. Betrrace. On the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. The Daily Worker, Monday, March the 10th, 1952, has 
an article entitled “Notables Protest Curbs on Lawyers in Political 
Trials.” 

It was a defense of Harry Sacher, one of the attorneys in the so-called 
Medina trial, the trial of the 11 Communists. 

Did you participate at the Carnegie Hall rally in defense of Harry 
Sacher and the other attorneys involved there, as is listed here in the 
Daily Worker, Monday, March the 10th—— 

Mr. Bevrrace. Decline to answer—— 

Mr. Kunzie (continuing). 1952? 

Mr. Beirrace (continuing). On en aces amendment. 

Mr. ee nz1G. Did you speak on April the 23d, 1952, under the spon- 
sorship again of the Ni ational Council of American- Soviet Friendship, 
ata symposin mon “The Future of Germany and World Peace,” as 
listed here in the Daily Worker, Monday, April the 14th, 1952? 

Mr. Be.rrace. Decline to answer on the ground of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Kunze Did you speak as a featured speaker under the spon- 
sorship of the d National Lawyers’ Guild in Los Angeles on or about 
July 9, 1952, as listed in the Daily People’s World of July 2, 1952? 

Che National Lawyers’ Guild, of course, has been cited as a Commu 
nist front by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities in 
1944, by the Un-American Activities Committee, this committee, in 
1950, by the California Committee on Un-American Activities in 1947, 
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and was mentioned by the New York City Council Committee Inves- 
tigating the Municipal Civil Service Commission. 

Did you so speak ¢ 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer on the ground of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did you speak at a meeting sponsored by the Inde- 
pendent Progressive Party, which has been cited by the California 
Committee on Un-American Activities in 1948 as a Communist front, 
your speech having been listed in the Daily People’s World of Thurs- 
day, July 10, saciat 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer on the ground of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did you speak as editor of the National Guardian 
on July 27, 1952, at the California Labor School ? 

The California Labor School has been cited as subversive and Com- 
munist by Attorney General Tom Clark in 1948, and by the Commit- 
tee on Un-American Activities, this committee, in 1947. 

Did you so speak ¢ 

Mr. Bevrrace. Decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. I might mention that the article, if I might read a bit 
from the article, in the Daily People’s World, Friday, July 25, 1952, 
says: 

Belfrage has been editor of the Guardian since its inception 4 years ago. The 
news weekly has given full support to the Progressive Party and its nominee, 
San Francisco Attorney Vincent Hallinan for President, and Mrs. Charlotta Bass, 
former publisher of the California Eagle, for Vice President. 

As a member of SHAEF, the Allies’ psychological warfare team, Belfrage 
helped to establish the first post-Nazi newspapers in Aachen—A-a-c-h-e-n, 
Frankfurt, and other German cities. 

Are you the same Cedric Belfrage as is mentioned in the Daily 
People’s World that I have just read to you, Friday, July 25, 1952? 

Mr. Betrrace. Decline to answer on the ground of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you speak at a reception for the DuBois—Jerome— 
Marzani Sunday, the Sunday immediately following November 13, 
1952, this reception being sponsored by the New York Council, ASP? 

Mr. Bexrrace. I decline to answer on the ground of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you sign, along with other writers, artists, a 
clemency petition as listed in the Daily Worker, Wednesday, January 
21, 1953, for the Rosenbergs ? ? 

Mr. Be.rragce. I decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kearney. Are you finished, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Kunzic. I am finished with this. 

May I continue, sir? 

I am finished with this list of front organizations. 

During your residence in the United States, since the first time you 

“ame here, did you receive for transmission to the Soviet Union any 
contidaetied information of any type whatsoever ? 

Mr. Bevrrace. I decline to answer on the ground of the fifth 
amendment. 

1 Julius and Ethel Rosenberg. 

33909—53—pt. 2——-5 
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Mr. Kuwnzia. Did you transmit any such confidential material ¢ 

Mr. Bevrrace. I decline to answer on the same ground. 

Mr. Kearney. Have you finished with the witness ? 

Mr. Kunzic. Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Kearney. Before I ask the members of the committee if they 
have any questions of Mr. Belfrage, 1 just would like to state my own 
personal opinion. 

I will say this: That as a witness you have been consistent in your 
answers. 

Asa foreigner you, along with many others, have come to our coun- 
try and taken advant: ige of our hospitality and tried to do those things 
obnoxious to the vast majority of the American people and do away 
with our way of life. 

One thing I cannot understand—unless, of course, that naturally 
should be or would be hidden—is your reticence to talk about your 
military service, because I believe that is the proudest thing that a man 
citizen of any country can hand down—the fact that he has served in 
the armed forces of his own country—and I can’t understand your 
attitude. 

I do not know what the situation is with reference to any deporta- 
tion proceedings that might be against you at the present time, but I 
want to say what I am going to do, as an individual. I am going to 
contact the immigration authorities and find out why you are in this 
country. 

I think that you are the type that should be deported, and deported 
immediately. You should be deported for the common good of our 
country. 

Any questions ¢ 

Mr. Ciarpy. Yes; I have a few. 

Witness, Counsel, in one series of his questions dealing with articles 
in the National Guardian, mentioned an article in the Guardian as of 
April 4, 1949, which is listed as by Cedric Belfrage, and in that article 
I find that throughout it is discussing the conference held at the 
Waldorf-Astoria in March of 1949—the 25th, 26th, and 27th, to be 
exact. 

lirst, were you present at all yesterday during the taking of 
testimony ¢ 

Mr. Bevrrace. Part of the day. 

Mr. CLarpy. Were you present when one of the witnesses discussed 
and was examined on the subject of that particular peace conference 
held at the Waldorf-Astoria ? 

Mr. Betrrace. No, Mr. Congressman, I was not here. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You didn’t hear that ? 

Mr. Betrrace. No; I came in the afternoon. 

Mr. Criarpy. Well, then, it will take a little prefacing in order to 
explain this. It will be very brief. 

That conference was called by the National Council of the Arts, 
Sciences, and Professions, which group was a successor to the Inde- 
pendent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions. 

[ am telling you this even though I feel very sure you know it, but 
I want to bring it to your attention because I am working up to a 
question. 


1 Scientific and Cultural Conference for World Peace. 
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At that conference a great many speakers discussed Soviet Russia 
and discussed other subjects dealing with it, and I want to read to 
you something that has been written about it. It expresses what I 
have in mind as background very clearly. 

It says, speaking of the time of the conference : 

There was no longer any reason for intelligent people to doubt that the Soviet 
Union, its American agents, and their Commuist-front apparatus were enemies 
of the United States. Cold War I was full upon us. 

It says that because of the fact that it had been about a year prior 
to that that the cold war had broken out in the Berlin airlift, and then 
it says this: 

In attendance at the Waldorf-Astoria were many well-known European Com 
munists. Even the State Department publicly recognized the Communist char 
acter of the gathering by issuing a statement denouncing it and by refusing to 
grant visas to some of the European Communist applicants who wished to 
attend. 

Now, although that was published at the time and those of us who 
keep up with these things were familiar with it at that time, it is 
brought together in an article by J. B. Matthews in the current issue, 
the May issue, of the American Mercury. 

Now, I turn back to the April 4, 1949, article written by you in the 
National Guardian about that same conference, and I want to ask 
you some questions on what I am going to now read, and I ask you to 
attend well upon what I do read: 

It was a brilliant success 
speaking of the conference— 
against the combined efforts of every great power in the land, starting with the 
State Department, the Catholic hierarchy, the Governor of the State, the mayor 
of the city, and almost the entire press, to bring it down in an avalanche of hys 
teria, 

Do you have any recognition or any recollection of having written 
those words which were published in this National Guardian ¢ 

Mr. Benrrace. Mr. Congressman, I decline to answer that question 
on the grounds—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. Do you now agree with the sentiments expressed in 
the language I have just read to you? 

Mr. Betrrace. 1 must again decline to answer upon the same 
grounds, : 

Mr. Ciarpy. And I read one other quote from the article obviously 
written by you: 


Kveryone knew there were many Communists present 


meaning present at the conference we are talking about 


they were listened to with great respect, as everyone else. 


Do you recall writing that language, acknowledging that there were 
a great many Communists present at that particular conference ? 

Mr. Beurrace. I again decline, sir, on the ground of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Do you know whether or not that was the fact or not, 
independently of what you may have written at that time? 

Mr. Beurrace. I decline to answer that question—same ground. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, Mr. Belfrage, a few more questions and then | 
am done. 
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Let’s move back to your time when you were in Great Britain, for 
just a brief moment—and my questions now are confined entirely to 
the period of time before you first came to our shores. 

At any time before you came to America were you a member of 
the Communist Party, either of Great Britain or of the international 
organization ? 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer that, sir. 

Mr. Crarvy. Mr. Chairman, I ask he be directed to answer because 
that obviously cannot incriminate him under the laws of this land. 

Mr. Kearney. No; Iam going to let the witness stand on his answer 
to that question. 

Mr. Ciarvy. Well, I think perhaps 

Mr. Krarney. It is consistent with his whole testimony. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I think the chairman will agree he probably should 
be, but I shall not press it. 

Mr. Kearney. Well, let it stand as it is. 

Mr. Ciarpy. It may serve a more useful purpose at that. 

Were you at any time prior to coming to this land engaged in any 
subversive activity whatsoever against your own land? 

Mr. Breireacr. I decline to answer that, sir, on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Are you now ‘jgengy ngaged in any conspiracy 
against this, your adopted land, Cad which you apparently at 
one time sdught to adopt t? 

Mr. Bevrrace. I again decline to answer the question on the ground 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Are you presently making any active effort to become 
a citizen of this land ? 

Mr. Bevrrace. I decline to answer that, sir, on the ground of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Crarpy. Do you have any desire or intention of becoming a 
citizen of this land? 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Kearney. Well, I think as far as the hearing is concerned—I 
will say to my colleague I think ee is beside the point. 

Mr. Cuarvy. It probab ily is, but I would like to know whether or 
not he at this juncture may have changed his mind. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, if I may, there are one or two minor 
questions- 

Mr. Ciarvy. He hasn’t answered. 

I would like to have him decline to answer, if he will. 

Do you decline, Witness, to answer that question 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Mr. Chairman, two brief questions, if I may. 

Mr. Kearney. The Congressman hasn’t finished. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. I am sorry. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Just wait until he finishes. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. I am sorry, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I have finished, but he hasn’t. 

Mr. Beirrace. Perhaps if you can arrange it, I will consider the 
question. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Arrange what? 
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Mr. Betrrace. To become one. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You mean if I should intercede on your behalf? 

Mr. Betrrace. Yes. 

Mr. Crarpy. That is absolutely the last think I would attempt to do. 
Mr. Kearney. You mean there are some obstacles in the way of 


your becoming a citizen ? 


Mr. Berrace. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Kearney. I thought you would. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Belfrage, did you lecture before an organization 
known as the American Women for Peace, which has been cited as a 
Communist-front organization by this committee in April 1951? 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kunzie. Do you know a Rev. John Darr—D-a-r-r? 

Mr. Beirrage. I decline to answer that on the ground of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kunzie. Isn’t it a fact he addressed the Communist-sponsored 
world peace conference in Berlin in early March 1951, and you are an 
associate of his? 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer on the ground of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Is it true, Mr. Belfrage, you were 1 of 2 Americans 
who received invitations to attend the party convention of the Com- 
munist Party, the East German Christian Democratic Party, held in 
Berlin on September 14 and 15, 1950? 

Mr. Brurrace. I decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kunzia. Isn’t it a fact you were lof the 2 invited, but you were 
unable to attend because of your inability to get a visa? 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kuwzia. No further questions, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerer. I don’t have any question, Mr. Chairman, but I would 
like to make just one observation: I have been a Member of the 
Congress of the United States for only 4 months, but I can’t under- 
stand how the witness here today oe be the head of a psychological 
warfare branch of SHAEF in Germany as late as 1948 to 1950. 
I just can’t understand that, and then some people say this committee 
isn’t necessary. 

Mr. Kearney. I think the answer to that will have to be given by 
some other agency. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, I understand, but I am going to try to find out 
how that happened, and I am going to try to find out who was respon- 
sible for his being in that position as late as 1948 to 1950. 

Mr. Cuarpy. You will have some help in that endeavor. 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorr. I made a note, sir, as you testified—“I am not at present 
American citizen; first came here in April 1926,” and then you said, 
“J traveled back and forth a great deal.” 

Do you remember so saying? 

Mr. Betrrace. I think I did say that; yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyte. I am sure you did. 








1298 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE NEW YORK AREA 


Now, traveled back and forth—where to? The United States a 
oreat deal ? 

Mr. Betrrace. England. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, when you went to England, did you also go to 
other countries ¢ 

Mr. Betrracr. I once went to Germany. 

Mr. Dorie. You once went to Germany ? 

Mr. Betrrace. During that period, I think. 

Mr. Doyte. Any other country when you traveled back and forth 
from the United States a great deal since 1926? 

Mr. Betrrace. No; I didn’t go anywhere else during that period. 

If I understand the period you are speaking about correctly, I don’t 
thy oo 

Mr. Dorie. Well, I am speaking of any period, or the total period, 
since April 1926—— 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Doytr (continuing). Which is the date you gave in answer to 
a que tion back to me, which is the first date you came to the United 
states. 

Mr. Betrracr, At any time since I have been in the United States, 
you wish to know? 

Mr. Doyie. Yes, please. 

Mr. Betrrace. Yes; I have to again refuse to answer that question 
on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Doytr. Well, I will specifically ask you then whether or not 

ince April 1926 you left the United States and went to Russia—and 
if so, how many times. 

Mr. Beirrace. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
imendment. 

Mr. Doytr. I didn’t hear your answer. 

Mr. Betrracr. Decline to answer on the ground of the fifth amend 

ment, 
Mr. Dorie. And when you filed your application, if you did, with 
our appropriate governmental agency, to go to Russia or to go to 
England, did you specify on that application all of the countries to 
which you intended to travel, or did you leave out some names? 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer on the ground of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kearney. Well, if you didn’t leave out any of those names of 
those individual countries, you would be willing to say so, wouldn't 
you‘ 

Mr. Beirrace. No; I would decline to answer. 

Mr. Kearney. You would decline to answer ? 

Mr. Betrrage. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Dorie. You, yourself, volunteered, I think, in your testimony 
that you considered this committee and its interrogations getting 
into the area of abridging the freedom of the press. 

As I recall it, back in 1791 one of the basic objections to our pro- 
posed Constitution of the United States of America was the fact there 
was no Bill of Rights and, by general agreement, and otherwise, it 
was put off until, I think, 1791, and then 10 of the 12 amendments 

ubmitted were ratified, and 1 of those was the first amendment, which 
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loes specify that Congress shall make no law abridging the freedom 
of speech or of the press. 

Now, certainly this committee has no desire, directly or indirectly, 
to abridge any freedom of speech, nor of the press, and with that 
preface by me I want to ask you 2 or 3 questions about this National 
Guardian of which, in spite of your answer, it appears that you at 
least are the editor, or chief writer. 

Is this National Guardian, to which you refer or which we re- 
ferred, a newspaper published in New York? Is it still published? 
Is it a newspaper ¢ 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Betrrace. I—it is; yes. 

Mr. Doytez. And is it published daily? 

Mr. Bexrrace. It’s published weekly, I understand. 

Mr. Dorr. And are you the editor? 

Mr. Betrrace. I decline to answer on the ground of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Doyie. And where is it published in New York, weekly ? 

Mr. Betrrace. I think the address is on it, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, will you find it, please, and read me it? 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Dorie (continuing). I refer to you what appears to be a 
photosti ut. 

Mr. Berrrace. That is a photostat. 

Mr. Cuarpy. He just wants to know where you report for work 
each day. 

Mr. Dorix. No; I wasn’t even going to ask him that. 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Dorie (continuing). But where is this published, if it is a 
newspaper 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Dorie (continuing). And you testified to that? 

Mr. Betrrace. It is published in New York City. 

Mr. Dorie. Where, sir? 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Betrracr. I understand that the address is 17 Murray Street, 
near—near city hall. 

Mr. Doyie. And is it a subscription paper, or paid subscriptions to 
it, or what ? 

Mr. Betrrace. I know people who subscribed to it. 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Dorie. You know people who subscribed to it. Does it carry 
advertising ? 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Betrrace. I refuse to answer, sir, on the ground of the—— 

Mr. Dorie. Well, I am just—— 

Mr. Beirrace (continuing). Fifth amendment. 

Mr. Dorie (continuing). Taking you at your own word, and bona 
fide, I am asking you—and I think it proper, in view of your volun- 
teering that you would consider looking toward the abridgement of 
the freedom of the press—I am trying “to find what the facts are— 
as to whether or not this National Guardian is actually a member of 
the press. 
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Mr. Betrrace. What is the question, Mr. Doyle? 





Mr. Doyte. Does it carry advertising 

Mr. Betrrace. I refuse—— 

Mr. Dore (continuing). Paid advertising ? 

Mr. Bevrrace. To answer that. 

I suggest, Mr. “Doyle, you should read it. It is on public sale, and 
you could find out. 

* Mr. Doyix. On public sale in New York? 

Mr. Betrrace. Yes. 

Mr. Doytx. Well, I will accept your suggestion, sir, and I think I 
will buy one to see if I can find another article by you in it tonight 
or tomorrow, or the next few days. 

Mr. Crarpy. Better find out where it is on sale, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyte. How large a circulation does it have? 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Betrrace. I refuse to answer that question, sir. 

Mr. Dore. I am sorry. 

Mr. Betrrace. I refuse to answer on the ground of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Dorie. On the ground of the fifth amendment? 

Mr. Bevrrace. Correct. 

Mr. Doyte. You don’t include the first amendment now in your 
answer ¢ 

Mr. Betrrace. Sir, it’s automatic as far as I’m concerned; but I 
understand the courts of this land are not always willing to uphold it. 
So, I have to use the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kearney. What do you mean? 

I didn’t understand your meaning there. 

You mean your answers are automatic? 

Mr. Betrrace. I say that I will always defend the first amendment. 

Mr. Criarpy. May I ask a question on that? 

Mr. Bevrracr. And the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kearney. Just a minute. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Oh, I thought he was through. 

Mr. Doyte. I think that is all. 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Frazier. 

Mr. Frazier. Just one question: How many trips did you make 
back and forth to Great Britain after your first admission in 1926? 

Mr. Betrrace. I’m afraid I can’t remember exactly, sir. 

Mr. Frazier. Well, approximately. 

Mr. Betrrace. Oh, I should think about 8 or 9 

Mr. Frazier. Did you defray the expense of those trips yourself, or 
did somebody else pay for your passage back and forth ? 

Mr. Betrrace. Not to my recollection. 

Mr. Frazier. What? 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Bevrrace. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Frazier. You did? 

Mr. Betrrace. I paid for them myself, including all of my—all 
of my trips over. 

Mr. Frazier. All right. 

That is all. , 

Mr. Krarney. Do you have any further questions? 
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Mr. Criarpy. Witness, has any action of this committee at any time 
interfered with the issuance of any issue of that National Guardian? 

(At this point Mr. Belfrage conferred with Mr. Dambroff.) 

Mr. Ciarpy (continuing). In other words, has any action of this 
committee caused it to skip publication date at some time ? 

Mr. Beirracr. Not that I know of, sir, but I think that bringing 
me here is calculated to do that. 

Mr. Kearney. We are not interested, Mr. Witness, in what you 
think about bringing you here. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I should like to ask, to make sure it 
is on the record, in case it may be omitted; what is your present resi- 
dence address ? 

Mr. Betrrace. 310 West 99th, New York City. 

Mr. Kunzia. Thank you. 

Mr. Kearney. Is there any reason why this witness should not be 
excused ? 

Mr. Kunzie. No reason, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. The witness is excused. 

The committee will take a 10-minute recess. 

(Whereupon, at 3 p. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene at 
3:10 p. m., the same day.) 

(The hearing reconvened at 3:20 p. m., the following committee 
members being present : Repiadontatives Harold H. Velde (chairman), 
Bernard W. Kearney, Kit Clardy, Gordon H. Scherer, and Clyde 
Doyle.) : h 

Mr. Vetpr. The committee will come to order. 

Mr. Reporter, let the record show at this point that present are 
Mr. Kearney, Mr. Clardy, Mr. Scherer, Mr. Doyle, and the chairman, 
Mr. Velde, a quorum of the full committee. 

Do you have a witness, _ Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, si 

Mr. Arnaud D’Usseau. 

Mr. Vetpr. Will you raise your right hand? 

In the testimony you are about to give before this committee, do 
you solmenly swear you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so he Ip you God? 

Mr. D’Ussrav. I do. 

Mr. Vevpr. Be seated, please. 

Mr. D’Usseav. The lights don’t bother me at the moment. If they 
do, may I request that they—— 

Mr. Vevpr. Certainly. 

Mr. D’Usseav (continuing). Be discontinued ? 


TESTIMONY OF ARNAUD D’USSEAU, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, ROYAL W. FRANSE 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 
Mr. D’Ussrav. Arnaud D’Usseau. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your name, please ? 
Mr. D’Ussmiv. A-r-n-a-u-d D--U-s-s-e-a-u. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 
Mr. D’Ussgav. I am. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Counsel, will you please identify yourself for 
the record ? 

Mr. Franse. Royal W. Franse, 104 East 40th Street, New York 
City. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. D’Usseau? 

Mr. D’Ussrav. I was born in Los Angeles on April 18, 1916. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. D’Usseav. New York City. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your profession ¢ 

Mr. D’Usseav. Iam a playwright. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, briefly what 
your formal educat ional training has been ? 

Mr. D’Ussrav. I attended several parochial schools. One of them, 
if I recall correctly, was St. Malachy’s Parochial School; another one 
a little later on was called St. John’s Military Academy—also a 
Catholic school. I attended the Machenzie School, which I don’t 
think any longer exists but at that time was a boarding school. I have 
attended the public schools of Los Angeles; the Le Conte Junior High 
School, Hollywood High School, and later on Beverly Hills High 
School. from which I was graduated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, how long you 
have been engaged as a playwright ? 

Mr. D’Ussrav. Well, actually, I’ve been writing plays ever since 
I got out of high school. 

Would you like to know something about my career as a playwright ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. That is what I would like to know. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. Well, I am coauthor of the play Deep Are the Roots, 
which opened on Broadway, I believe, in 1945; got very good notices 
generally from the press. It ran for 14 months on Broadway. 

I almost said 14 years. That would have been nice. 

For 14 months. 

It played on the road for almost that length of time. It has been 
performed in, I would say, virtually every country in the world— 
in England, in Poland, in Israel, in Yugoslavia, in Italy, the Soviet 
Union, in India, in Australia—as I say, in almost every country of 
the world. 

It isa play—— 

Mr. TAveNNER. Well, now— 

Mr. D’Ussrav. About—— 

Mr. Tavenner. It will not be necessary to describe the details of 
the play. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. Well, I would like to, if you don’t mind, simply be- 
cause I believe it is very important to give a picture of the sort of 
work I do. 

It isa play about racial discrimination in the South. It is the story 
of a returning Negro war veteran. The point of the play was to try 
and show a race prejudice does great moral injury to both the white 
person and the Negro. 

My collaborator and I were very—very disturbed by this subject, 
and undertook to write the play. It took us 18 months to write it; and, 
as I say, it was very well received. 

At the time it was reviewed I got a visit from the FBI. I don’t 
know whether he was an official agent of the FBI. However, he 
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asked for a manuscript. I said I didn’t think the manuscript was 
necessary—or, rather, I and the people involved in the production 
didn’t think the m: inuscript was necessary as the play was running. 
He then asked for reviews of the play. When he was told that it got 
a very fine review in both the New York Times and the New York 
Herald-Tribune, we never heard from him again. 

I’m also the author of a play—a coauthor of the play—Tomorrow 
the World. This play was equally successful. It ran for over a year 
on ee ay, toured the country for over a year, has played in a 
great many countries throughout the world. It was also made into 
a motion sabi 

This is a pray about the conflict between the American way of 
life and the Nazi way of life. It’s a play about a small Nazi boy 
who comes to this country and finds himself in conflict with the demo 
cratic point of view. The point of the play was to try and alert 
Americans to the idea of—or the dangers, I should say, of in any way 
being tolerant toward those who preached anti- Semitism. violence, 
tyranny—all the things we know that Hitler stood for. 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Witness, I think your explanation of your play 
is very good, and probably is interesting, but it isn’t entirely in line 
with the work of this committee; and I don’t believe that any in- 
ference should be drawn relative to your statement about the FBI's 
request of a script. 

I would appreciate it if you would conclude your statement rela- 
tive to your career so we can get on with the rest of the questions—— 

Mr. D’Ussrav. Well- 

Mr. VELbE (continuing). We have to ask you. 

Mr. D’Ussgav. I will be glad to. 

I will only say this, if I may: That these plays have engagea my 
efforts over per iods of years. It took me 18 months to write one. It 
took me over 6 to write another. 

I have a number of other plays I would like to talk about because 
I think it’s important to show that I have, in no way, ever attempted 
to hide my feelings on what very often are considered controversial 
and unpopular ideas. 

Now, if you don’t want to hear any more about my plays, I won’t 
gc on. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think it would be sufficient if you would give 
us the names of the plays, or some of them—not necessarily all. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. Well, there was another play which ran on Broad- 
way—was not as successful—called Legend of Sarah and it has had 
very successful amateur and stock production. 

I would like to add one point about that which I think is relevant, 
and that is: It was played in Pasadena 

Mr. TavennerR. Well, we are not interested—— 

Mr. D'Usseav. Well, this is important. 

Mr. Tavenner. We are not interested where it played or whether 
it was successful or unsuccessful. 

Mr. D’Usseav. But this has something to do with the committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. If you will just give the committee a brief state- 
ment of what your works have been, it will be sufficient for our 
purposes. 
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Mr. D’Ussxav. Wouldn’t you like to know that this play was pro- 
tested by the American Legion at the Pasadena Playhouse and that 
my name was taken off—— 

‘Mr. Tavenner. No; we are not investigating that at all. 

Mr. D’Ussgav. I see. 

Mr. Tavenner. Just tell us what your works have been. 

Mr. D’Usseav. Well, I have written a number of plays—some of 
them unproduced. In the Drunk—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me ask you this. 

Mr. D’Usseav. All right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you also write for the screen? 

Mr. D’Ussrav. I did. I wrote for—— 

Mr. Tavenner. What are—— 

Mr. D’Usseav. I went to the Army. 

Let me give you my screen record. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. I entered in the Army. This is what I did for the 
Army. I wrote general material for the Army 21% years. 

I took basic training and went to Signal Corps in Astoria, and I 
wrote films for the Army. 

Again, I would like to go into these films. I think it is important. 

One committee member has expressed an interest in a man’s military 
record. 

I would like to make a point—— 

Mr. TavenNER. We would be—— 

Mr. D’Ussrav (continuing). About that. 

Mr. Tavenner (continuing). Very glad to have the names of them. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. All right. 

There was one on the soldier vote. At that time, if you will recall, 
there was a great deal of controversy whether or not the soldier should 
be permitted to vote. There was great feeling in this country that he 
should not. It was debated on the floor of Congress. 

(Representative James B. Frazier, Jr., returned to the hearing room 
at this point.) 

Mr. D’Ussrav (continuing). It was the feeling, however, of the 
military and of the commander in chief at that time that the soldier 
should be permitted to vote. 

Mr. Kearney. May I interrupt there? 

Mr. D’Ussrav. And I wrote a film on the subject. 

Mr. Krarnry. May | interrupt there? 

Mr. D’Ussrav. Sure. 

Mr. Krarney. It was also the feeling of the majority of the Members 
of Congress they should be entitled to vote. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. Indeed, that isso. 

Mr. Ciarpy. May I add one thing more? 

It wasn’t a question of whether they were entitled to vote, but the 
mechanics of how it should be handled in several of the States. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. That was part of the problem, Congressman. 

Mr. Ciarpy. That was the problem—and I am speaking as a lawyer 
with considerable experience in this field. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. I am also speaking with considerable experience 
and, < my memory is correct, there was a great deal of controversy, 
even while—— 
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Mr. Ciarpy. There was no controversy over whether the soldiers 
could or should vote. It was a question of how it could be accom- 
plished without disrupting things. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. Well, I recall when I wrote the film one of the points 
made was the soldier was urged to vote. Despite any outside influ- 
ences or anybody who told him anyway differently, it was his privilege 
to vote. 

Mr. Crarpy. He should have. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. That’s right. 

Another film I wrote—and this is the only other one I will men- 
tion—was the film on the Japanese-American troops. Now, again, you 
will recall there was much feeling about this during the war. A num- 
ber of Japanese-Americans had been aeported—had been taken from 
their homes in California and sent to camps. 

Mr. Vevpr. What was the name of the play ¢ 

Mr. D’Ussrav. It was a film on Japanese-Americans, their activities 
in France—in Italy, and later in France. 

Mr. Vetor. What was the name of it? 

Mr. D’Ussrav. I think it was just called The Japanese-American 
Soldier. I have forgotten the precise—— 

Mr. Kearney. Did that involve itself around the 442d Combat 
Regiment ? 

Mr. D’Ussrav. Thank you, Congressman. It did. The point I tried 
to make was: No matter what the pigmentation of a man’s skin was, 
no matter what his national origin was, if he believed in democracy 
it was making him an effective soldier—and this is borne out by the 
record. 

The record will bear you out there, Congressman. 

Mr. Kearney. I think that was the most decorated regiment of the 
American Army. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. I believe so, too. 

Mr. Tavenner. What are the principal screen credits which you 
received as a writer for the screen ? 

Mr. D’Usseav. I worked on a number of films. I can’t remember 
them all. 

Mr. Tavenner. I didn’t ask you for— — 

Mr. D’Usseav. I don’t—— 

Mr. TavenNER (continuing). All of them; just a few of them. 

Mr. D’Usszeav. I think one was called One Crowded Night. 

I worked on one—I didn’t get any screen credit on it—called 
Suspicion. 

I worked on a number of B pictures—mystery stories—that were 
called Michael Shayne Series. 

I worked on a film for Gary Cooper. I’ve forgotten what the title 
was. 

They were assignments—I took them because I had to eat. I’ve 
forgotten what most of them were. 

Mr. Tavenner. Over how long a period of time did you live in 
Hollywood or Los Angeles? 

Mr. D’Ussrav. Well, as I think I suggested, from my educational 
background, Los Angeles is my home. I mean, I’ve worked in El 
Sereno for the United Press for a while, brief while. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Well, will you give 
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Mr. D’Ussrav. California is my home. 

Mr. TAvenNER. Yes. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. It was my home up until I came to New York. 

Mr, Tavenner. How long have you resided in New York? 

Mr. D’Ussrav. Ever since I got out of the Army. 

Mr. Tavzenner. That would be 1945 or 1946? 

Mr. D’Ussravu. The end of—about 6 or 7 months after the end of 
the war. I have taken trips back to see my family, but for the most 
part I have lived here. 

Mr. Tavenner. And prior to your induction into the service you 
made California your home ? 

Mr. D’Ussrav. That’s correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. D’Usseau, during the course of our investiga- 
tion of the entertainment field in Hollywood, several witnesses have 
appeared who have made reference to you. One was Martin Berkeley, 
who testified pig. 9 19, 1951, and if his testimony is correct you 


should be in i position to advise this committee regarding facts in 
your possession regarding the activities of the Communist Party. 


He identified you as a successful playwright who was a member of 
a group of the Communist P arty. 

Were you a member of a Communist Party group in Hollywood? 

Mr. D’Ussrav. Mr. Tavenner, did you ever see a film called The 
Informer—a very fine film made by John Ford? 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you answer my question ? 

Mr. D’Usseav. If you will recall, in this film— 

Mr. Veupr. The witness will be instructed, rea same as other wit- 
nesses have been instructed, with reference to your answering the 
question by counsel—that is, if you will answer the question, you will 
be given an opportunity to explain your answer. If you, however, 
decline to answer the question, we will listen to the legal grounds 
for your declination. However, we will not listen to a further tirade, 
further observations, on your part about the work of the committee, 
or anything else. 

We have had too much of that already cluttering up the record 
and taking the time of, I am sure, very busy Members of Congress 
who have other duties to attend to. 

So, now will you answer the question or refuse to answer it on 
legal grounds ? 

(At this point Mr. D’Usseau conferred with Mr. Franse.) 

Mr. D’Ussrav. I decline to answer that on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. D’Usseau, Mr. Stanley Roberts testified before 
this committee on May 20, 1952, that he had been a member of the 
Communist Party in Los Angeles and had withdrawn from the party. 
He described how he became a member. He st: ited he arrived in 
Hollywood in 1936 and as early as 1939 he was accustomed to go to a 
hook store called The Book of the D: ay Shop. He stated at that place 
he met Arnaud D’Usseau and his wife, Susan. 

“We,” according to his testimony, “became friendly. As early as 
1938 they asked me to join the party. I was rather surprise d that 
this was the price of hospitality. a refused the invitation.” 

However, Mr. Roberts testified at a much later date—I think as 
late as 1945—he finally made the nected to come into the party, but 
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you were in no way connected with his ultimate decision to come into 
the party. 

Did you attempt to recruit Mr. Roberts in the party ‘ 

Mr. D’Ussrav. I still think The Informer is a good picture. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Will you answer the question 

Mr. D’Usseav. I decline to answer it on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you participate in any Communist Party 
activities prior to your entry into the service while living in Holly- 
wood ? 

Mr. D’Usseavu. Mr. Tavenner, I think I’ve made clear that I am a 
writer. As a writer, I feel that when I want to state a position I 
should be able to do it in the context that I choose, whether it is a novel 
or a play or a poem or a short story. 

Now, you’re asking me my opinions in a context—— 

Mr. Tavenner. No. 

Mr. D’Ussgav. Such that—— 

Mr. 'TavenneEr. I am not asking your opinions. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. I feel there would have been no point to my ever 
becoming a writer if anybody was to dictate to me how I should ans- 
wer a question. The brainwork must always be mine. Otherwise, I 
may as well go out and do something else. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you answer the question as to whether or not 
you were affiliated with the Communist P arty at any time while living 
in Hollywood prior to 1943 ? 

That requires only a factual answer. 

Mr. D’Usseavu. Well—— 

Mr. TaveNnNeER. It is not a matter of opinion. 

Mr. D’Ussnav. Well, I told you, as a writer, I wouldn’t answer it. 
Certainly as a citizen I am not going to either, and I will give you my 
reasons. 

I think that they violate my rights under the first amendment, which 
gives me the privilege of choosing my own friends, signing what 
petitions I care to sign, going to what meetings I care to go to. 

I understand that the first amendment is not as legally protective 
as it once was. Therefore, I must use the fifth and decline to answer. 

Mr. TaveNNeER. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. L’Usseav. I must give you the answer I have given you once 
before. ‘The fifth amendment 

Mr. Vetpr. In other words, you decline to answer the question—— 

Mr. D’Ussrav. That’s correct. 

Mr. Vevpe. On the grounds of the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpr. Mr. Kearney. 

Mr. Kearney. Just two: When you were in the service, Mr. D’Us- 
seau, were you an enlisted man or a commissioned officer ? 

Mr. D’Ussrav. I was an enlisted man. I received my basic training 
at Camp Crowder; later was transferred to Astoria. I was ill for a 
long time as a result of my basic training, and spent some months 
actually at Fort Totten; but my entire service was spent at Astoria, 

Mr. Kearney. As an enlisted man? 

Mr. D’Usseav. As an enlisted man. 

I was finally discharged with the rank of sergeant. 
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Mr. Kearney. Thank you. That is all. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Criarpy. Witness, you have named a number of plays, some 
of which were anti-Nazi, as I understand it. 

Mr. D’Usseav. One. 

Well, I say one directly was anti-Nazi; one by implication certainly 
would be. ; 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, I was just assuming others may have been. 

Now, my question is this: Were any of your works anti-Commu- 
nist in nature’? If so, identify the work or works. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. You see, you’re asking for a definition here that 
means a lot of things to a lot of different people. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. I will suspend that question for the moment—— 

Mr. D’Ussgav. So, I- 

Mr. Cuarpy (Continuing). And ask you this: Do you understand 
what I mean when I use the phrase “anti-Communist ?” 

Mr. D’Ussrav. No; I don’t. 

Mr. CLarpy. Has that—— 

Mr. D’Ussrav. Let me expand on that a little bit. 

Now, for instance, 1 am for peace. You are for peace presumably. 
The Communists, we are told, are for peace; and, yet, you see what 
has happened to this word. 

Yesterday I heard a man in court here say he had given up believing 
in words. 

Where do you think that places me as a writer ¢ 

This is my coin—words. 

Mr. Cuarpy. All right. That is enough. 

Now, I am coming back to the word or phrase “anti-Communist.” 
As I use it, it is intended to refer to a work or works that in content 
opposes the Russian system or theory of government as now prac- 
ticed. 

Now, with that definition in mind, have you ever written any works 
that were anti-Communist in that sense? If so, identify them. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. I—I can’t answer that, Congressman. I’d like to, 
but—— 

Mr. Cuarpy. Is that because you do not have any recollection or 
because you have not written such? 

Mr. D’Ussgeav. No. I mean, we’re in an area of definitions here, and 
I find in my work definitions are extremely important, in terms of 
ideas and human behavior, and very complex. To state them simply 
takes a lot of thought and a lot of time. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Well, may I ask you this, then: If you do not under- 
stand that, how can you be so sure that what you wrote was anti-Nazi, 
because that is an area that requires considerable definition also? 

Mr. D’Usseav. It indeed does. It indeed does. Tomorrow the 
World, I actually think took me about 12 years to 

Mr. Cuarpy. To figure that out? 

Mr. D’Ussrav. To find precisely the way to dramatize the Nazi 
point of view. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I am not talking about how long it took you to dram- 
atize it. Did it take you 12 years to understand what the word Nazi 
stood for? 

Mr. D’Ussgav. In all its implications, yes. 
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Mr. Crarpy. Oh, it did? 

Mr. D’UssEav. In all its implications, yes. 

Mr. Crarpy. Do you yet understand what the Communist Party 
stands for here in the United States? 

And I am not talking about anything but the United States. 

ir. D’Usseav. Congressman, if you would like to get on the radio 
and debate this, I would be glad to 

Mr. CLarpy. No; I am not asking you to debate it. 

Mr. D’Usseavu. Well, I think there the atmosphere would be equal. 
I don’t think— 

Mr. Crarpy. I am just asking you if you understand what the 
Americ an Communist Party sts nds for today. You can answer that 

“ves” or “no.’ 

Mr. D’Ussrav. I don’t believe any of these questions can be an- 
answered “yes” or “no.” 

Mr. Crarpy. You can’t answer that one? 

Mr. D’Ussgav. I certainly am not going to. 

Mr. Crarpvy. Well, for one thing, don’t you recognize the fact that 
the Communist Party, the international, is anti-Semitic to the ex- 

treme today ’ 

Mr. D’Usseav. I do know this: That there is no—— 

Mr. Cuarpy. Just answer that “yes” or “no.” 

Mr. D’Ussrav. All right. I say I don’t think it is. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You do not? 

Mr. D’Ussrav. No; and I'll tell you why. First of all, in its con- 
stitution there are definite laws about anti-Semitism; also, I have no 
proof that this anti-Semitism exists. 

Mr. Scuerer. May I interrupt you, Mr. Clardy—— 

Mr. Cuarpy. Surely. 

Mr. Scuerer. Just to fortify that? 

Mr. Cuarpy. I yield. 

Mr. Scuerer. You said you had no proof. This committee, though, 
has been sitting, at least since I have been a member of the com- 
mittee, Mr. Witness, for 4 months, and during that time this commit- 
tee has listened to a considerable number of prominent Jewish educa- 
tors—some who have been former members of the Communist Party, 
and some who have not—and those men have testified under oath 
before this committee that the Communist Party was as anti-Semitic 
as the Nazi Party ever was, and then they offe red corrobor ating state- 
ments to prove what they said. 

Now, that has been the testimony before this committee in the last 
3 months by prominent Jewish laymen 

Mr. D’Ussrav. Well, there is Rabbi Silver-—— 

Mr. Scurrer. And professors. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. Let me answer that. 

There is Rabbi Silver who is, as I understand it, a Republican. He 
gave the—he was one of the ministers that—at Eisenhower’s inaugural, 
inauguration. He, from what I understand in the press, doesn’t be- 
lieve that there is official anti-Semitism in the Sov iet Union. 

Now, this is a man who is a Republican and, in no way, I think, 
can be considered a nonconfor mist, as I consider myself, but a con- 
serative. 

Now, I would like to elaborate. 
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I am interested in movies and the theater. There was a director 
named Eisenstein. I believe he is a Jew. This man was given mil- 
lions upon millions of rubles, or dollars, to make any number of pic- 
tures. I don’t think this suggests that there is anti-Semitism in the 
Soviet Union. 

What happened to the Jewish artists in Nazi Germany ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Well— 

Mr. D’Ussrav. They weren’t given this same privilege. 

Mr. Scruerer. Oh, I am granting—— 

Mr. D’Usseau. And there are a number of Jewish writers—— 

Mr. Scirerer. Wait a minute. 

Mr. D’Usseav. I know 

Mr. Scurrer. There is no question about the anti-Semitism of the 
Nazis—no question about that—and we all condemn that. What I 
am telling you, as a matter of fact, that it has been the testimony—— 

Mr. D’Usseav. What would you call Rabbi Silver's reaction 4 

Mr. Scurrer (continuing). Before this committee. 

Mr. D’Usseav. What would you call Rabbi Silver’s reaction ? 

Mr. Scuerer. I haven’t heard Rabbi Silver’s—— 

Mr. D’Ussrav. I happen to have heard him. 

Mr. Scuerer. I haven't heard him, but I have heard and listened to 
the testimony of prominent Jewish men before this committee over the 
last few months—— 

Mr. D’Usseav. Let me put it this way—— 

Mr. Scuerer (continuing). Who stated exactly what I said. 

Mr. D’Ussgav. Will you agree with what I told you—there may be 
divided opinion about this? 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, there may be divided opinion, 

Mr. D’Ussrav. Well, that’s very important. 

Mr. Veipr. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. I couldn’t help but notice, Mr. D’Usseau, that you said 
you were a nonconformist—and perhaps I am one also, more than 
other w ays, because in the history of my nation I think I recognize that 
nonconformists and those who have sincerely differed and believed 
in the difference of opinion to the extent of putting it in practice have 
contributed much to the history of my nation. So, the fact that you 
are a nonconformist—and proud of it—doesn’t scare me at all. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. It wasn’t intended to scare you. 

Mr. Dorie. Perhaps I shouldn’t use the word “scare.” I didn’t 
mean scare, but it doesn’t mean at all I necessarily differ with a person 
who is a nonconformist. 

I think it is important that we do have nonconformists—and God 
forbid the time when in my nation we all think alike. I certainly don’t 
expect always to think alike even with all other Members of Congress, 
of which I have been a Member now going on 7 years. 

sut may I just say this to you: I am wondering if you won't give us, 
as a congressional committee, the benefit of your cooper ation in this 
area. Weare sent here under Public Law 601, passed in 1945, by your 
Congress, your United States Congress, in which this committee is 
here charged with looking into the extent and the character—and I 
am using the exact words of the statute—looking. into the extent and 
character—and the objects of subversive propaganda and activities 
in the United States, whether those activities and that propaganda 
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originate domestically in the United States or foreign countries; and 
then we are also charged under Public Law 601 with looking into any 
other question with relation to these subversive activities which may 
bear on the subject of aiding Congress in any remedial legislation. 
Then, finally, this committee is charged, under Public Law 601, with 
reporting back to the United States Congress any recommendation we 
may arrive at. 

Now, I noticed you referred to that picture—The Informer—which 
you wrote. 

Mr. I2’UssEav. I didn’t say I wrote it. I said I thought it was a 
good picture. , 

Mr. Doy.tze. Well—— 

Mr. D’Usseav. It was written by Lem O’Flaherty, and I think the 
screen play was done by Dudley Nichols, and it was directed by John 
Ford. 

Mr. Doyte. All right, but I noticed at that time you referred to 
that picture—— 

Mr. D’Ussgav. It’s a classic. 

Mr. Doytx (continuing). In using that, in the first instance, in an- 
swer to the question, indicating that you wouldn’t answer the ques- 
tion because it would put you in : the class of being an informer. 

I just assume by inference, at least, that is what you meant. 

If you were a Member of Congress and assigned to the important 
duties of this committee, how woulc 1 you get the facts about subversive 
activities of people and programs in the United States unless you 
asked people to cooperate with you as a Member of Congress in 
ascertaining what the facts were about subversive activities of indi- 
viduals, no matter who the individuals are and what the groups are? 

How would you get that information if you didn’t expect—and have 
a right to expect—the cooperation of patriotic Americans in giving 
a congressional committee the extent of their knowledge? How 
would you get it? 

Mr. D’Ussrav. I’m very happy you asked me that. I was hoping 
you would, All of my life I’ve believed in peace. I’ve been opposed to 
racial discrimination. 

Mr. Doytx. Well—— 

Mr. D’Ussgav. I believe inthe vote. Ibelieve inthe good American 
things that I learned in school. I don’t think that these are—in any 
way constitute crimes—— 

Mr. Doytx. Well, neither do we, sir. 

Mr. D’Ussgav. And, then, the petitions I have signed are for decent, 
human things, in which lives were concerned. 

I believe—well, let me put it this way: I believe the greatest passage 
in all literature is when King Lear realizes he is one with the poor, 
that he shares the same fate as those of the houseless heads and the 
unfed scions. 

I believe this as an American and as a thinking, moral human being. 

Now, I’ve been brought here presumably because I believe in these 
ideas. 

Mr. Doyte. Not at all, sir. 

Mr. D’Ussgav. In some cases, I have tried—— 

Mr. Dorie. No; no. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. To carry them out. 
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Mr. Doyitx. No, Mr. D’Ussean. 

Mr. D’Ussgav. I will tell you something—— 

Mr. Dorie. Let me—— 

Mr. D’Ussgav. I will tell you something— 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. D’Usseav. Of why I became a nonconformist. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, Mr. D’Usseau 

Mr. Ciarvy. Mr. Chairman, he is not answering the question. 

Mr. Doyte. I don’t mean to interrupt—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. He is making a speech. 

Mr. Dorie. Or be impolite—— 

Mr. Cxiarpy (continuing). And I ask that he be instructed to 
desist. 

Mr. Doyix. But I don’t want you to take any advantage of my 
question, because I am not asking a question to deliberately open up 
an invitation or area for you to give a long statement. That mani- 
festly is not my purpose. 

But you and I are both Californians. I was born and raised in Cali- 
fornia, too—Los Angeles County—and, you see, when you say you 
believe in peace, some of us are fathers and mothers of boys who have 
already given their lives for peace in the uniform of the United States 
military. 

I am one of those fathers who has given a son. 

So, I don’t think less likely of peace than you do, sir; but I want to 
remind you of my question. 

I am a member of a congressional committee that is assigned to do 
a certain, specific job by your Congress—and it is not an easy job, may 
I assure you. We are not here and we didn’t subpena you because of 
your being a nonconformist—I assure you—but we did subpena you 
because we had, we believed, sufficient evidence under oath to identify 
you at one time, whether you are now or not, as a member of a group 
of people in your country and mine who were or are, it appears, sub- 
versive in their intent and objectives. 

Now, we, therefore, subpenaed you because we believe the evidence, 
uncontradicted, is that you were a member of the Communist Party. 

Now, we are not saying you are now, sir; but I personally believe, 
from listening to you, that you are in a position to help us get the 
facts about the activities of the Communist Party at one time in your 
experience—and that is what we are asking you to do. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. Now, let me see if I understand the question correct- 
ly. You are asking me, in effect, what I think is subversive; is that 
right ? 

Mr. Doyie. We are asking you to help us get at the manner in, 
which the Communist Party functioned in Hollywood or elsewhere 
while you were a member of the Communist Party, if you were. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. Congressman, that isn’t my understanding of what 
the committee’s function is. 

I don’t deny the committee has been given the right to investi- 
gate—— 

Mr. Dorie. Well, here it is—— 

Mr. D’Ussgav. Under the law. 

I say I agree with that—— 

Mr. Doyie. Well, here it is— 
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Mr. D’Ussrav. But the thing they have been asked to do is investi- 
gate subversive activities. 

Mr. Doyix. That is correct, and—— 

Mr. D’Usseav. All right; now, let’s follow the thing logically. It 
comes down to what was considered subversive. 

Now, I, for instance, consider any use of violence, such as the Ku 
Klux Klan enjoys, as subversive. 

Yesterday there was a witness who was talking about Gerald L. K. 
Smith. Now, this is a horrible individual, in my opinion, is this sub- 
versive individual. He doesn’t stand for the things American that I 
understand. 

What we are really discussing here, it seems to me, is what consti- 
tutes subversion. 

Now, I cannot believe, under any circumstances, that the things I 
have spoken for— 

I don’t want to go into a speech. I am trying to avoid speeches. I 
don’t like them either. When you are writing a play, you try to get it 
short and you try to keep it brief. 

But what we have got to do here is define our terms—and I am saying 
what you consider subversive is not what I consider subversive. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, then, let me say to you point-blank that we know 
the objectives of the Communist Party in the United States are and 
have been for many years subversive. 

Now, we subpen: aed you here because we believe the uncontroverted 
evidence is that at one time at least you were a member of the Commu 
nist Party. 

You might have been, sir, in my judgment, a member of the Commu- 
nist Party without you individually being subversive in your intent. 

I have come to the point where | recognize at a certain time in the 
history of my Nation—when Russia was an ally, for instance, of ours— 
there were people in the United States who were very kindly toward 
Soviet Russia; but ever since May 1945, I will say to you very frankly, 
I don’t see how in God’s world any patriotic American can stay in the 
Communist Party in America—since May 1945, which was the time 
when Earl Browder was deposed and kicked out because of his dif- 
ference under the Duclos letter. 

Now, I mustn’t take more time of the committee, but I know you are 
in a position, as a brainy writer, to help your United States Congress 
know much about subversive activity in this country—and that is what 
I am urging you to do. 

I am not going to sit here and still believe you are a member of 
the Communist Party because I have come to the conclusion: In my 
judgment, I can’t understand how in God’s name any patriotic Ameri- 
can citizen who has any brains that God gave him at all, and tries to 
use those brains, can stay in the C ommunist Party, since May a. 

So, I am not going to insult you by even inferring you are still : 
member of the C ommunist Party; : but, under oath, we have the toati- 
mony of people who are not stoolpigeons, but who came to the point 
where they thought more of their country’s security than otherwise 
and, so, they now are labeled as stoolpigeons and informers. 

Mr. D’Ussgav. I respect the fact you are a Congressman, but I think 
you are also a servant of the people. 

Mr. Doy.z. That is correct. 








1314 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE NEW YORK AREA 


Mr. D’Ussrav. You are my servant—— 

Mr. Dorie. That is correct. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. And you have no right to give me this advice—— 

Mr. Dorie. I haven’t— 

Mr. D’Usseav. If I don’t choose to have it, and in this case I don’t 
choose to have it. 


Mr. Doyte. All rig 


1 
rint 
ill. 


Mr. D’Usseav. And I don’t want to get into speeches. The chair- 
man has said we don’t want spee he S. 

Mr. Dorie. | don’t care to take any more of your time. 

Mr. D’Ussrau. Now, you said—what you have done—you have made 


a speec! 

Mr. Dorie. No. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. And I am not making—I am not permitted to make 
a speech. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, I haven’t— 

Mr. D’Ussreav. If you make a speech, it’s a speech. 

Mr. Dorie. Made any speech. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. [f I try to make a speech—— 

Mr. Doyiex. I have simply prefaced— 

Mr. D’Ussrav. Or try to answer a question, it’s a tirade. 

Mr. Dorie. And explained the basis of my question, so as not to 
embarrass you, not to do anything but to give you an honest to-God 
chance in public to help your own congressional committee in the 
study we are assigned to make. 

That is all I ask you to do—not to give your opinions about any- 
thing. 

Mr. D’Usseav. How can I do that? 

I’ve been op vosed to this committee ever since its inception. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, why don’t you—— 

Mr. D’Ussravu. I have been opposed to it ever since Secretary Ickes 
said, when Dies headed it, he was in the wrong tent. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, Mr. D’Usseau—— 

Mr. D’Ussrav. I was opposed to it when Roosevelt was against it. 
I’ve always been opposed to it. 

Mr. Veiner. With all respect to the gentleman from California, I 
can see where the work of this committee is not being furthered—— 

Mr. Dorie. I think you are right. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpr. By any additional testimony from this witness. It is 
apparent he was a member of the Communist Party and has a lot of in- 
formation. It is also very apparent he will refuse to give it to his 
congressional committee, and I see no further need- 

Mr. Doyte. I think it has helped to this extent, Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. Vevpe. For further argument, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doy.e. I think it has helped to this extent : That this American 
citizen certainly realizes we are not subpenaing him because he may 
be a nonconformist. 

Mr. D’Ussrav. Well, I think— 

Mr. Doyix. You have learned that much at least about the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. D’Usseav. I don’t want to hide behind the word “noncon- 
formist.” I use that word perhaps because I saw it in the paper this 
morning in connection with another news story. 
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If you want to use the word “radical”—any word you want to use 
that is your business. 

Ali I can say is this: That there have always been people who are 
in the minority, who have dissented. I think any writer who is worth 
his salt is critical of our society. 

I believe, with Shelley, that the poets are the unacknowledged 
legislators of the world. 

Mr. Doytx. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Vetpre. You are getting into the field that is entirely foreign 
to our hearing here today, and our purpose. 

Mr. Frazier, do you have any questions ¢ 

Mr. Frazier. No questions. 

Mr. Veupre. Mr. Counsel, is there any reason why this witness 
shouldn’t be excused ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sit 

Mr. Veupre. The witness is excused. 

Call the next witness, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Jerome Robbins. 

Mr. Vetpe. Will you stand and be sworn? 

Will you raise your right hand, please ? 

In the testimony you are about to give before this committee, do 
you solemnly swear you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the tr uth, so help. vou God ? 

Mr. Ropneins. So help me. 

Mr. Veupe. | understand you desire the ] ohts be turned off. 

Mr. Ropsins. Yes. 

Mr. Stecev. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


TESTIMONY OF JEROME ROBBINS, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, R. LAWRENCE SIEGEL 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please ? 

Mr. Rogsins. Jerome Robbins. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell your last name? 

Mr. Rorsrns. R-o-b-b-i-n-s. 

Mr. Tavenner. Jerome Robbins? 

Mr. Rogsrns. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. Roppins. Yes; I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ¢ 

Mr. Steer. R. Lawrence Siegel, 55 Liberty Street, New York 5 
Bees 

Mr. TaveNNeER. Now, when and where were you born, Mr. Robbins? 

Mr. Rogprns. I was born in New York—here at New York—1918. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your profession ¢ 

Mr. Rossins. Tama choreographer and a dancer. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been engaged in the profession 
of a choreographer ¢ 

Mr. Rogsrns. As a choreographer since 1944. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training has been, generally, and also in prepara- 
tion for your profession ¢ 

Mr. Rorprns. I attended grammar school and high school in Wee- 


hawken, N. J.; graduated there. I attended NYU, Washington 
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Square College, 1 year, in preparation for my profession. I was a 
dancer since 1937, studying all different kinds of dancing. I studied 
music. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee, please, a better un- 
derstanding of the nature of your profession—that is, what type of 
work it is—— 

Mr. Rossrns. Choreography—— 

Mr. TavENNER (continuing). And just how you engage in your 
work ? 

Mr. Roneins. Well, choreographer is the technical word for creating 
dances, the same way as one would create a play or create music for 
a show. 

I conceive the ideas for the dances, create the steps, and instruct 
the dancers how to perform them, and then direct the performers. 

Mr. TaveNnNer. Will you illustrate it a little more definitely, as to 
the exact character of the work you have to do in designing the dances? 

Mr. Rospsins. Well, I work in two fields—both in Broadway, as far 

; musical comedy is concerned, and in the ballet field. 

I am represented on Broadway now by The King and I. In that 
show I had the problem of creating a ballet which was Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin, but done in terms of the Siamese dancing, the way a Siamese 
court would do it, and I had to do some research on it, study the move- 
ments, make the point of the book, within the ballet itself, the story of 
the ballet. 

As far as the ballet field is concerned, I will have an idea for a ballet, 
select the music or have someone write it, conceive it, choreograph it, 
produce it finally. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then, that type of work requires a highly creative 
art, doesn’t it ¢ 

Mr. Rospins. I think it is a highly creative art; yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, the names of 
some of your principal productions? 

Mr. Rogprns. On Broadway I have done the dances for On The 
Town, Million-Dollar Baby, High Button Shoes, Call Me Madam, 
Miss Liberty, The King and I, Two is Company. 

In the ballet I have done the ballets Fancy Free, Interplay, Facsim- 
ile, Age of Anxiety, The Pied Piper, The Cage. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Have you done this work in any countries beside the 
United States? : 

Mr. Rossins. Yes. My ballets have been toured in Europe—most 
all the countries in Europe. I don’t believe they’ve been performed in 
Mexico or Canada. That’s about it. 

Mr. TAvENNER. What was your first ballet ? 

Mr. Ropsins. My first ballet was Fancy Free. It was created in 
1944. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that the ballet which brought you prominence 
in your field ? 

Mr. Rossrns. Yes; it did. It was an immediate success, and I re- 
ceived a lot of attention because of it. 

Mr. TavenneER. When did that go on the stage ? 

Mr. Rossrns. It was performed here in New York at the Metropoli- 
tan Opera House on April 18, 1944. 

Mr. Tavenner. April 1944. 
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The investigation that the committee has undertaken has disclosed 
information indicating that you were at one time a member of the 
Communist Party. Is ‘that information correct ? 

Mr. Rossrns. Yes; it is. 

Mr. Tavenner. For how long a period were you a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Rogssins. I made application to the Communist Party—the 
Communist Association—— 

Mr. TAavENNER. Communist Political Association ? 

Mr. Rogsrns (continuing). Association—yes—around Christmas, 
1945. 

I attended my first meeting in the spring of 1944; the last meeting I 
attended, too, which was the only one I did, was in 1947, which was in 
the spring of that year 

Mr. TavennER. Now, the committee is very anxious to know from 
your experience in the Communist Party from 1944 to 1947 just how 
the Communist Party functioned in your field—that is, what the pur- 
pose of the Communist Party was in securing you as a member, so far 
as we can ascertain, what use it made of you, if it made any use of 
you, and what influence, if any, it attempted to bring to bear on you as 
a member of your profession. 

Mr. Rossrns. Well 

Mr. Tavenner. Let us first begin by your telling the committee 
just, in your own way, what your experiences were in the Communist 
Patty, 

Mr. Rosgrns. I belonged to a group which was known as the theatri- 
cal transient group. 

Mr. Tavenner. A theatrical transient group? 

Mr. Rogsprns. Yes—well named because the group shifted around 
a lot. There was a shift of people within it; a shift of meeting 
places. It was divided and subdivided many times. It was part 
of the cultural division. 

As far as the way they tried to influence me or use me, at one of 
the earliest meetings I attended I was asked in what w ay did dialectical 
materialism help me do Fancy Free. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what connection were you asked that question? 

Mr. Rogssins. Someone came up to me and just asked me this after 
a meeting—oh, whether I would give—someone asked me whether I 
would give a lecture on this to the club. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Now, that was as to how dialectical materialism 
influenced you in the production of Fancy Free— 

Mr. Rosetns. That’s right. 

Mr. TAVENNER (¢ ontinuing). Which had been a huge success ? 

Mr. Rorsrns. That’s right. 

I had prepared Fancy Free before attending any meetings of the 
association, and I found the question a little ridiculous and a little 
outrageous. 

oe Doyix. May I hear that? 

I didn’t hear the last part. 

Mr. Rossrns. I said I attended—I had created Fancy Free before 
I had become a member of the political association, and I found the 
question ridiculous and outrageous, both. 

Mr. Dorie. Thank you. 
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Mr. Tavenner. You had not been a member of the Communist Party 
when you created that ballet ? 

Mr. Ropprns. No, sit 

Mr. Tavenner. But the assumption was, by at least some members 
of your group, that if you were a good Communist you would have 
permitted dialectical materialism to influence you in the produe- 
tlon-—— 

Mr. Rorprns. Yes. 

Mr. TavenNer (continuing). Of your work? 

Mr. Rowprns. I was asked to describe how dialectical materialism 
had helped me make Fancy Free. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Well, will you tell the committee, briefly, about 
that ballet, of which you ache so that we may know what the Com- 
munist Party had in mind when you were asked that question of the 
effect —_ 

Mr. Rogsrys. Fancy Free—— 

Mr. TavENNER (continuing). Of dialectical materialism ? 

Mr. Rogeprns (continuing). Is about three sailors on shore leave in 
New York for the first time. 

This ballet was ultimately made into a show called On the Town, 
and finally into a movie called On the Town. 

The idea was mine. The purpose of it was to show how an Ameri- 
can material and American spirit and American warmth and our 
dancing, our folk dancing, which is a part of jitterbugging, part of 
jazz, could be used in an art form. The story concerns these three 
boys in New York for the first time, having a good time, trying to pick 
up some girls. 

It’s always been identified everywhere it’s played as a particu- 
larly American piece, indigenous to America, and that its theme has 
great heart and warmth, as far as representing our culture is concerned. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then you, as I understand, had a feeling of resent- 
ment when you were asked to lecture upon the effect of communism 
upon the production of that ballet ? 

Mr. Roperns. Yes,sir. I thought it was a—I had to laugh. 

I don’t think I answerd. I laughed back at this person and said 
that, in my opinion, there was no connection. I couldn’t possibly do 
this as I didn’t see what one had to do with the other. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then you did not attempt to make the lecture ? 

Mr. Rorerns. Not in the least: no, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did you acquire the feeling that the Com- 
munist Party was endeavoring to influence you in your product—the 
product of your enterprise ? 

Mr. Rorsrns. I believe this was part of the Communist attempt. I 
feel that constantly you are subjugated to propaganda and influence 
to make your art carry a political message; that the instances of this 
becoming apparent to me happened over the years. 

At the point there was the Albert Maltz letter. He had written an 
article why the artist should be free to write what he wants to 
write about and how he wants to write it. This was severely criti- 
cized in the New Masses and the Daily Worker, and finally Maltz re- 
tracted. This became the subject of many meetings and much dis- 
cussion back and forth. 

Mr. Tavenner. Among your own group? 
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Mr. Ronsins. Among my own group; yes. 

I could not understand how the Soviet musicians could be accused 
of writing—I think the word—formalistic music and bourgeois music, 
having to repent publicly and then get a benediction to move on and 
continue « ‘omposing. 

I found this intolerable to an artist. 1 Po that they must be allowed 
to say what they want to say as they feel it, and that the minute they 
become subject to any dictums they Bee false. 

Mr. SIece.. May I refresh his me mory as to one more incident ¢ 

Mr. Veutpr. Yes; certainly you may confer. 

(At this point Mr. Robbins conferred with Mr. Siegel.) 

Mr. Rosprns. Oh, yes—I attended one meeting in which someone 
reporte d to me that the meeting before a very great American dancer, 
not in the least Communist, had been called The Face of Facism. I 
have the highest respect for this woman who was accused of portray- 
ing The Face to Fascism. 

This again floored me. I didn’t understand what it was about, 
and it again brought forth this procedure to label things which did 
not conform fascistic, bourgeois, decadent, degenerate; other things 
which did conform, whether they were artistic or not, were seemingly 
praised. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, did you discover, during the course of your 
experience in the party, any purposes that the Communist Party had 
in mind with respect to yourself ? 

Mr. Rosprys. No, sir; not—I was—I was just always at meetings 
where this issue was kind of constantly brought forth; but outside 
of this one time, when I was asked to lecture, I did not receive any 
orders to make my work conform to their pl: ans, thet “ir lines. 

Mr. Dori. May I ask one question there? 

Do I understand that, even though Fancy Free had been written, 
conceived, and written, by you pr ior to the time you were a member 
of the Communist Party, after you became a member of the Com- 
munist Party you received orders, as you have just said, to give a lec- 
ture on how dialectical materialism or communism had influenced;you 
to write Fancy Free? 

Mr. Rossrns. Yes; that’s right. 

Mr. Doyte. In other words, even though it had no influence on you, 
you received orders to give a lecture before other Communists that 
thiis—-—— 

Mr. Rogprns. This was not an order, sir. This was a request. 

Mr. Doyxe. A request. 

Mr. Rossrns. It didn’t—it did not happen at the meeting. I want 
to put it st rag but someone did ask me to make a lecture to this 
effect after I had ¢ omposed the ballet 

Mr. Doyir. Knowing you had composed it t before you were ever 
a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Roprins. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you requested at any other time to take part 
in any other meeting as a speaker? 

Mr. Roserns. No; not by the party. 

Mr. Siecer. May I refresh the witness’ memory at this point. 

(At this point Mr. Robbins conferred with Mr. Siegel. ) 
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Mr. Tavenner. You stated that you had not appeared as a speaker 
for the Communist Party at any occasion, or on any other occasion ? 

Mr. Rossrns. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me ask you this: During the period of your 
membership did you come to the belief or the opinion that, as a 
Communist Party member, you should join front organizations? 

Mr. Rogsins. At the time I was a member there was a lot of talk at 
the meetings about these organizations and that we should all attend 
them. 

I did join a large number of front organizations. 

I did not realize or conceive that they were front organizations to 
the effect that these were instigated by Communists and attempted 
to be controlled by them. I did realize Communists articipated in 
them, but I was very much in favor of the things that they apparently 
stood for. 

Mr. Tavenner. How active were you in the front organizations—— 

Mr. Rosprns. Not very. 

Mr. TavenneER (continuing.) Which you joined? 

Mr. Rosstns. Not very. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Too busy with your workaday life, I take it? 

Mr. Rosprns. I think so; yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, will you tell the committee, please, what were 
the circumstances under which you first joined the Communist Party? 
What was the inducement that led you into the Communist Party? 

Mr. Rogsins. The Communist Association—Political Association— 
had been presented to me as an organization which was very much for 
minorities and for advancing their causes. This interested me very 
much. 

I had had, prior to my joining, several instances of very painful 
moments because of minority prejudice. 

This was naturally an appeal for me. 

Mr. Scuerer. In other words, it was represented to you that the 
Communist Party at that time was opposed to anti-Semitism ? 

Mr. Roserns. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. That was one of your reasons for joining ? 

Mr. Roesrns. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. And if you had not had those experiences which 
you mentioned you may not have gone to the Communist Party? 

Mr. Rosprns. Perhaps not. 

It also was fichting fascism, and fascism and anti-Semitism—— 

Mr. Scuerer. Were synonymous. 

Mr. Rogsrns (continuing). Were synonymous to me. 

It also gave one the feeling that the artist under communism was a 
very free ‘and secure person economically. 

I don’t believe that, for the reasons I’ve already stated —— 

Mr. Scurrer. May I interrupt again? 

Do you believe still today that the Communist Party is opposed to 
anti-Semitism 

Mr. Rorrrns. May I answer it this way: In the past two summers 
I have traveled to Israel to teach there and to give what aid I can to 
that country as far as my talent is concerned. In the light of the 
recent purges and waves of anti-Semitism, no; I do not believe 
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Mr. Scurrer. You would say today, as other witnesses have said 
to this committee in the last 4 months, that the Communist Party is 
as anti- pewnacn as the Nazi Party ever was? 

Mr. Rozszrns. It appears to be that way. 

Mr. TavennErR. Now, you were telling us of the reasons why you 
went into the Communist Party. 

Mr. Rospins. And the other reason was that it was now frankly 
called the Communist Political Association, and I was given to believe 
that this organization, the association, was striving to make out of 
communism an American form of communism and that it would coor- 
dinate with other political parties rather than be as secretive a thing 
as the Communist Party became when it changed back again. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, Mr. Robbins 

Mr. Ciarpy. That is one thing I meant to suggest to you earlier. 
The change from a Communist Party to the association and back again, 
I think, ought to be 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Cuiarpy (continuing). Laid out pretty clear here. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. 

Now, was there a time when you found that those representations 
that had been made to you at the time you entered the party were 
not true ¢ 

Mr. Rosprns. If you’re asking if I can put my finger specifically on 
those moments—no, sir; I can’t. 

I did not like the shift from the association back to the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why ? 

Mr. Rosrins. Because it seemed to be—becoming more secretive. 
I did not understand the secrecy. I—my own feelings were that I 
wanted to put everything aboveboard, to be able to say, “Yes; Lama 
Communist,” and when it shifted back I did not understand the shift. 

As a matter of fact, I did not understand why Earl Browder was 
no longer the head of it and somebody else was. This was never 
expl: ained cle: arly to me, and the shifts of policy were very disturbing 
to me. 

Mr. TavenneER. Well, you have told the committee that in 1947 you 
attended your last meeting. 

Mr. Rogsrns. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been connected or affiliated in any way 
with the Communist Party since that meeting? 

Mr. Rogsrns. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what brought 
about the termination of your relationship with the Communist Party? 

Mr. Rogsrns. Well, I suppose that the final—the final straw was 
this last meeting. All these other reasons had been building up. 

Mr. TavenneER. What other reasons? 

Mr. Rospsrns. One: There was no longer the association, but now it 
had become the party and had become smaller in its scope. 

Two: That the artist was not free; that he wasn’t—that he became 
a puppet to the Communist line, Communist propaganda. 

There was the attempt to move everything that way. 

Three: I did not feel it was working for minorities but had used it 
as a propaganda to get people into the party. 
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At this last meeting which I attended a fight broke out—not a fist 
fight—and this fight “had to do with parliamentary procedure, and 
everyone began arguing and yelling, and I suddenly realized I was 
in the midst of ch: aos, of an unorganized, fri intic group. The person - 
alities there became involved with each other. I just thought it was 
too much, that I—I didn’t know what I was doing here, or what I 
was accomplishing by being present, and I had no more interest in 
continuing to partic ipate. 

Mr. Veupr. I believe, Mr. Tavenner, this might bea good place to 
adjourn over until tomorrow morning. 

I wonder if the witness can return tomorrow morning. 

Mr. Srecet. Mr. Chairman— 

Mr. TavenneR. | only have 3 or 4 more questions. 

Mr. Kearney. If he has only got 3 or 4 more questions—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Just as you like. 

Mr. Veupe. All right. Proceed, then. 

Mr. Stecev. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Tavenner. I will ask you a few more brief questions. 

Who recruited you into the party ¢ 

Mr. Rozeins. Miss Lettie Stever. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many persons were members of this group at 
the time you joined ¢ 

Mr. Roseins. The personnel shifted constantly, sir. It would vary 
anywhere between 10 to 20. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many meetings in all do you think you 
attended / 

Mr. Rogpins. I think I attended 20 meetings over that period. I 
was busy with my work, going in and out of town. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you make any attempt to study communism ? 

Mr. Rosrrns. No. I was supposed to read Marx and Lenin, but I 
never did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us the names of other persons wuu 
were in this group whom you can identify ¢ 

Mr. Rogsins. Lloyd Gough. 

Mr. Tavenner. Lloyd Gough—G-o-u-g-h ? 

Mr. Rorerns. I think that is the way you pronounce it. 

Lionel Berman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Lionel— 

Mr. Rogspins. Berman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Berman? 

Mr. Rognrins. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. B-e-r-m-a-n ? 

Mr. Rorppins. Yes. 

Mr. Vexpr. Do you =i where Mr. Berman is? 

Mr. Rorpins. No. s 

a ‘TAVENNER. Do om” know whether or not he was a functionary 
in the party ¢ 

Mr. Ronsins. He was identified as an organizer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give us the names of others—or let me 
ask you the question this way: You said a party member asked you 
to what extent dialectical materialism influenced you in the produe- 
tion of F aney F ree, 


Mr. Roppins. Yes. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Who was that person ? 

Mr. Rogserns. Madeline Lee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Madeline Lee? 

Mr. Ropprs. Yes. 

Mr. TAavenNER. How do you spell the last name ? 

Mr. Ropgsins. L-e-e. 

Mr. TAvenner. L-e-e. 

Can you recall the names of other persons ? 

Mr. Roserins. Elliot Sullivan. 

Mr. Tavenner. Elhot Sullivan. 

Do you know how Elliot Sullivan was employed ! 

Mr. Rossins. I believe he was an actor. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, now will you give us—— 

Mr. Roppins. Edna Ocko. 

Mr. Tavenner. Edna Ocko—O-c-k-o? 

Mr. Ropers. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. How was she employed ? 

Mr. Rogpins. I don’t know. 

Mr. Tavenner. How can you identify her as a member? Is there 
any particular incident ? 

Mr. Rogpins. Yes. She was in the middle of this last argument at 
the last meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. In 19477 

Mr. Roppins. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. 

Mr. Roseins. Jerome Chodorovy. 

Mr. Tavenner. Jerome Chodorov. 

Mr. Roserns. And Edward Chodorovy. 

Mr. Tavenner. Edward Chodorov. 

Mr. Rossis. They both were at this last meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you become acquainted with the names of all 
the persons who were members of your group ? 

Mr. Ronsins. No; I did not. Last names were not used usually 
and, as I say, I attended meetings sporadically and the people at 
the meetings changed about, so that a first name might be all I would 
know of somecne’s identity. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you ever requested to rejoin the Communist 
Party after you left? 

Mr. Rospins. Yes--not to rejoin. Mr. Chodoroy asked me whether 
I was coming back. I said, “No.” 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Which Mr. Chodorov ? 

Mr. Rossins. Jerome. 

Mr. Verpr. Mr. Kearney. 

Mr. Kearney. I would like to express my own thanks to the wit 
ness for his very frank and honest testimony before the committee this 
afternoon. I will say it was a bit unusual. 

Mr. Vetpr. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, I want to join with that, but also say I appreciate 
some of the work that I now know you are responsible for. 

Mr. Rorpins. Thank you, sir. 
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Mr. Scnerer. Just this, Mr. Robbins: You said the Communist 
Party at about the time you joined pretended to be interested in the 
grievances of minority groups for the purpose of gaining converts. 

That was the import of your testimony, was it? 

Mr. Ropgrns. Yes. 

Mr. Scurrer. Now, could it also have been for the purpose of gain- 
ing funds or money from some sources / 

Mr. Rosprns. Might have been, sir. I am not cognizant of it. 

Mr. Scurrer. Thank you. 

I might say I am going to see The King and I tonight, and I wili 
appreciate it much more. 

Mr. Rossrys. Thank you. 

Mr. Verne. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyte. I want to join in heartily complimenting you on doing 
what you have done. 

May I ask you this one question: We have had men and women be- 
fore us today and yesterday who have referred to people who have 
come and testified before us and have not claimed the constitutional 
provisions and who have named other people as stoolpigeons and in- 
formers. You realize, no doubt, that when you volunteered the names 
of other Communists whom you knew to be Communists that you 
would, by those people at least, be put in that class. 

Mr. Roprrrns. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyir. 7 other words, you did it with your eyes open? 

Mr. Roserys. I did it according to my conscience. 

Mr. Doyir. Now, I have a very personal question—and I have never 
met you; I have never talked w ith you before, have I? 

Mr. Rogprns. No, s 

Mr. Dorie. Well, the ’n, let me ask you: What is it in your conscience, 
xv what was it in your experience, that makes you certainly one of the 
top men in your profession, one who has reached the pinnacle in your 
art, willing to come here and, in spite of the fact that you knew some 
other people, who claim to be artists or authors or musicians, would 
put you down as a stoolpigeon, and voluntarily testify as you have to- 
day ? 

Mr. Roprrns. I’ve examined myself. I think I made a great mis- 
take before in entering the Communist Party, and I feel that I am 
doing the right thing as an American. 

Mr. Doyxx. In other words, you feel you are doing the right thing 
as an American ? 

Mr. Rorgrns. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doytx. Well, so do I. 

Again I want to compliment you. 

Now, let me say this, too: You are in a wonderful place, through 
your art, your music, your talent, which God blessed you with, ‘to 
perhaps be very vigorous and positive in promoting y Americanism in 
contrast tocommunism. Let me suggest to you that you use that great 
talent which God has blessed you with to put into ballets in some way, 
to put into music in some way, that interpretation. 

Mr. Rorsrns. Sir, all my works have been acclaimed for its Ameri- 
can quality particularly. 
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Mr. Doytr. I realize that, but let me urge you to even put more of 
that in it where you can appropriately. 

Mr. Vewpr. Mr. Frazier. 

Mr. Frazier. Nothing further. 

Mr. Vevpr. I don’t think I can add anything to what has been 
said to you by my colleagues on the committee, Mr. Robbins, but I 
do want to reiterate you have performed a patriotic service to the 
committee and I am sure all Congress and the American people are 
very thankful to you for it. 

Mr. Counsel, are there any instructions you have for witnesses for 
further on in the week that you might announce for those who might 
be in the hearing room at the present time ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir, other than any witnesses not reached today 
should be here tomorrow. 

Mr. Veupr. Yes, at 10 o’clock. 

The witness is excused, with the committee’s thanks. 

The committee will stand in recess until 10 o’clock tomorrow morn- 
ing. 

(Whereupon, at 4:36 p. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
at 10 a. m., Wednesday, April 6, 1953.) 
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INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
NEW YORK CITY AREA—PART 2 


TUESDAY, MAY 5, 1953 


Unrrep Sratres House or Representatives, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
New York, N. Y. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION ? 


The Committee on Un-American Activities met. at 2:30 p. m., in 
room 1101, United States courthouse, Foley Square, New York City, 
Hon. Harold H. Velde (chairman) presiding. 

Committee member present : Re oe ntative Harold H. Velde. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Leslie 
C. Scott, of the research department ; - and Dolores Anderson, commit- 
tee reporter. 

Mr. Veuve. Let the record show I appointed myself as a subcom- 
mittee of one for the purpose of hearing the testimony of Mrs. 
Burrows. 

Will you stand and be sworn, please, Mrs. Burrows? Do you 
solemnly swear, that in the testimony you are about to give, to tell the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mrs. Burrows. I do. 

Mr. Vener. Be seated, please. 


TESTIMONY OF CARIN KINZEL BURROWS (MRS. ABE BURROWS), 
ACCOMPANIED BY HER COUNSEL, MARTIN GANG 


Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please ? 

Mrs. Burrows. Carin Kinsel Burrows. 

Mr. TavenNER. Where were you born ? 

Mrs. Burrows. In Cadillac, Mich. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Are you represented by counsel ? 

Mrs. Burrows. I am. 

Mr. TavENNER. Will counsel please identify himself? 

Mr. Gane. Yes, I am Mr. Martin Gang, attorney at law. 

Mr. TavenneEr. What occupation or profession have you followed, 
Mrs. Burrows? 

Mrs. Burrows. I have been an actress. I have done radio writing 
and directing, and I have been an assistant director in the theater. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you describe to the committee, please, in a 
little more detail, just what the nature of your professional career 
has been ? 


1 Released by the committee on the same day. 
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Mrs. Burrows. I am not sure I know what you want. Would you 
like a list of the places I have worked ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, if you would tell us more of the character of 
the work you have performed, and over what period, I believe that 
would answer our purposes. 


Mrs. Burrows. Well, I always wanted to work in the theater or 
show business in some capacity, mainly acting. I wanted to be an 
actress, but after starting the career of acting, I had to give it up, at 
one | t, so I transferred my interest to the other side of the show 
life a tried to become a professional director in the theater and 
radio, 

Mr. Tavenner. When did that change in your professional career 
take place ¢ 

Mrs. Burrows. I would say in my early twenties about the early 
1940's, 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, just what has 
been your formal educational training ? 

Mrs. Burrows. I graduated { from high school in 1937 and went 1 
year to the University of Washington, where I majored in drama, 
and 1 year at a private drama sc es in Hollywood, and 1 semester to 
Hunter College in New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you begin your theatrical career ! 

Mrs. Burrows. I began acting in a little theater in Seattle and at the 
University of Washington, where they had 2 full-time theaters, and 
then when I left the school, : join i d the Little Theater in Seattle. This 
was nonprofessional. I wasn’t paid for any work at that time, which is 
one reason I went into r oo so I oak | make a living—which I wasn’t 
able to do in the theater. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Burrows, during the course of our committee 
investigations, a person by the name of Carin Kinzel was identitied 
as having been a member of a radio group of the Communist Party 
in Hollywood. Are you the person referred to as Carin Kinzel? 

Mrs. Burrows. Yes, I believe I am. 

Mrs. TAvenner. Were you affiliated with the Communist Party at 
any time ? 

Mrs. Burrows. Yes, I have been. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did that first occur ? 

Mrs. Burrows. I joined the Communist Party in Seattle in, I be- 
lieve, 1940—to the best of my recollection. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I think it well to state for the record 
that I prefer not to ask questions at this time regarding her experi- 
ences in Seattle, because that will be the matter for further investiga- 
tion, and until some more work is done we would prefer not to go into 
that subject. 

Mr. Vexpe. Yes, that leave is granted. 

(At this point Counsel Gang asked permission to make a statement 
for the record.) 

Counsel Gane. May I ask that you put in the record that Mrs. Bur- 
rows has given all the material known to her, and has expressed her 
desire to cooperate in all matters as to her knowledge about her 
Communist Party membership ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, that is correct. Now, without telling us of 
what you know regarding Seattle, will you give the committee a narra- 
tive of your experience in the Communist “Party ? 
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Mrs. Burrows. Yes. My experience in Seattle was largely tied in 
with my theater work. When I left the theater, I left the party—at 
that time I think that would be in the winter of 1941 or 1942. When I 
went to work in the radio station, I lost all contact with the theater 
group, and therefore, the party. In the fall of 1943 I decided to go to 
Hollywood and pursue my career there. I was very frightened about 
it. I made the acquaintance of several girls there. There was one, 
Marjorie McGregor. We had gone to school together and were class- 
mates at the University of Washington, and had gone to drama 
school at Hunter College. We had corresponded infrequently, off 
and on. When I arrived in Hollywood I looked her up and she was 
very friendly. I met most of her friends, and they were nice to me. 
One of her friends sent me to RKO to the talent coach there. Some 
one else sent me to someone at the Hollywood Democratic Committee 
when they found I had some radio experience. I was sent to a George 
Pepper, who, I believe, was the executive secretary of the Hollywood 
Democratic Committee, and he interviewed me and said I could handle 
the job, so I was hired. I was supposed to be paid, but the salary was 
very irregular. The work was stimulating and exciting, and I en- 
joyed it. My work consisted of campaigning for Roosevelt in the 
1944 elections, and I went all over the State. My work was in the 
field of radio and was to write scripts, act in them, and put on radio 
shows, and make spot announcements and recordings for the various 
Democratic candidates. I not only enjoyed the campaigning, but I 
vas very much behind President Roosevelt. I also had a chance to 
meet and work with many of the top people in radio in Hollywood 
and found it very valuable experience. I was able to direct many pro- 
ductions and act in them, and after I started doing this—at some 
point shortly after—I was asked to attend meetings of the radio group 
of the Communist Party in Hollywood. 

Mr. Vevpr. May I ask, Mrs. burrows, what stage name you used at 
that time ? 

Mrs. Burrows. Carin Kinzel was my name. I began attending 
some of these meetings more regularly at that time, and I didn’t wholly 
affiliate with them at that time. The meetings were very similar to 
the meetings and work I was doing with the Hollywood Democratic 
Committee at that time. We talked about how to help the war effort, 
to elect the Democratic slate, and President Roosevelt, in the elections. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you approximate the year in which you worked 
there ¢ 

Mrs. Burrows. Yes; I think this would be toward the end or practi- 
cally the end of 1943, and the beginning of 1944. I attended some of 
these meetings, off and on, until sometime in 1944 it would be, I think. 
It was spring—spring or summer—sometime around there. The Com- 
munist Party was dissolved and re-formed into the Communist 
Political Association. At that time I decided to join that, and I 
rejoined 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. At the time—— 

Mrs. Burrows. Excuse me. 

Mr. 'TavenNnER. Complete your sentence. 

Mrs. Burrows. And I filled out a card and became a member of the 
Communist Political Association. 

33909—53—pt. 28 
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Mr. Tavenner. At the time you made your decision to become a 
member of the Communist Party, were you still working for the 
Hollywood Democratic Committee ? 

Mrs. Burrows. Yes, I was, and I would just like to remind you that 
the Communist Political Association was somewhat different from the 


Communist Party—in rang I felt, completely different from the Com- 
munist Party—and that it was a rather loose and open organization, 


with open meetings and no secrecy of any kind, no conspiracy of any 
kind, and their avowed prince iples were actualky more or less reform 
rinciples, and their main activity—or the things the xy talked about— 
were to he ‘Ip the war effort, and support President Roosevelt. Earl 
srowder, at that time, thought that capitalists and labor could and 
should work together on a friendly basis. He felt Russia and the 
United States were allies, and doing very well as main allies in the 
war effort. He said, “I think American capitalism is very healthy 
and will continue to be he valthy fora long time.’ .’ Therefore, labor and 
capitalists could work together ve ry succ essfully for the benefit of all 
the people in the country, and this seeme ~1 to me to be the same kind of 
things President Roosevelt stood for, so I liked what they said—and 
so I affiliated. 

Mr. Tavenner. You may recall the Hollywood Democratic Com- 
mittee was disbanded and succeec ded by the Helly wood Independent 
Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions. Do you 
recall that ? 

Mrs. Burrows. Yes: I recall that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you employed by the Hollywood Democratic 
Committee at the time that transformation took place ¢ 

Mrs. Burrows. I don’t think so. I don’t remember when it took 
place, but I only worked for the Hollywood Democratic Committee 
up to the summer of 1944, and that was the end of my job, and I had 
no further connection with it. 

Mr. eet When you became a member of the Communist 
Party, or the Communist Political Association, were you assigned to 
a partic ai ar group or cell of the party ? 

Mrs. Burrows. I attended meetings of the radio group. That was 
the name I knew it by 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. It was in connection with your membership 
in that group that Mr. Hauser, a witness for the committee, identified 
a person by the name of Carin Kinzel. I assume it was the same 
group Mr. Hauser was a member of with which you were affiliated. 

Mrs. Burrows. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you participate in the meetings of 
that group? 

Mrs. Burrows. That was 1944, about the middle of it. I would say. 
I attended meetings of that group until April of 1945. At that time 
i had an emergency appendectomy and was hospitalized. There were 
complications, and I got a blood clot and was hospitalized for a long 
time. I went to a sanitarium and was on crutches and in a cast. 
During that time I was too ill to think of polities, and I had absolutely 
no contact at any time with the Communist Political Association or 
Communist Party. Noone contacted me, and I was out of touch with 
evervthing. When I recovered—the best I can recall was toward the 
end of 1945 and the beginning of 1946—-I think I began attending 
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meetings. This was a different group. The Communist Political 
Association was dissolved and it was back to calling itself the Com- 
munist Party, and they seemed to have taken a oe different 
policy or point of view than they had when I left. Earl Browder had 
been thrown out of the party, with much vilification and slander, and 
had been called a collaborationist and said to have led the American 
Party down a completely wrong path. There had been what was 
called the Duclos letter. Mr. Duclos Was, l think, a bigwig in the 
French Communist Party and had apparently said the American 
Communists were not true Communists and soft. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Had become soft ? 

Mrs. Burrows. He kept saying they were collaborationists because 
Mr. Browder was advocating vetting along with capitalists. The 
whole atmosphere of the meetings was completely different then when 
I had been in it before. They talked about things like the class strug- 
gle and so on, and the w hole atmosphere of the me etings was now one 
of intolerance and clictatorship. | don’t know ifa person ever could 
have disagreed with the party line before without having trouble, 
but it seemed to me to have changed completely from what it had been 
when I was in before. It seemed completely democratic to me at that 
time, possibly because no one disagreed. When I came back, I found 
myself very much in disagreement with them. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that disagreement expressed? Was that dis- 
pute that you mentioned between yourself and what appeared to be 
the sense of the meetings expressed at any of the meetings ¢ 

Mrs. Burrows. By me? 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes. 

Mrs. Burrows. Yes, it was. IT argued a good bit because I was very 
much shocked and surprised by what had gone on and suddenly I was 
told that everything that had been done before was all wrone and 
there would have to be a complete change. When I expressed doubt 
about this, I was told I didn’t know anything about Marxism and 

had better learn how to follow this new kind of thing. I objected 
very much to this attitude. It seemed to me, as I started to say be- 
fore, I realized how undemocratic the setup of the party was because 
when you found yourself in disagreement, then you found there was 
ho democr: acy at all. Nobody listened to you and you found yourself 
very much in the doghouse. I felt it had become a real dictatorshi ip. 
The rank and file of people had nothing to say about making policy 
and deciding what had to be done. It also seemed, too, that the party 
was taking orders from abroad. Where Mr. Browder had always ex- 
pressed the American heritage, it seemed to me all of a sudden they 
were taking orders from some other country. ; 

TAvenner. Had you expressed any of those views at the meet- 
nga? 

Mrs. Burrows. Yes, I had. 

Mr. Tavenner. How were those expressions received ? 

Mrs. Bi RROWS. They were not well received. | Was told ] was 
wrong and that I had been out of contact, and I needed to read things 
ind bri Ing myse lf up to ¢ date. and if | did study and listen to the peop yle 
who knew more than I did, 1 would change my mind. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. So frequently have we heard that the Communist 
Party has taken the position, when confronted with an abrupt change 








1332 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE NEW YORK AREA 


in ape cy, that the people had formerly been un: able to properly inter- 
pret the Marxist doctrines. If properly interpreted, the reasons for 
the maaan would be apparent. 

Mrs. Burrows. Yes, that is what they said. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you met with that kind of argument ! 

Mrs. Burrows. Yes. that is true. It was almost like fortunetelling. 
If you interpreted the cards correctly, it was fine, but you never did. 

Mr. Veupe. How was the sentiment against the party divided at 
that time, would you say‘ How much of a percentage would be in 
favor of Browder’s policies and how much of a percentage in favor 
ol Jacques Duclos’ policy ¢ 

Mrs. Burrows. That would be hard for me to answer. 

Mr. Verne. In your own group, how much would you say? 

Mrs. Br RROWS. [ only knew the radio group and it seemed to me at 
that time the majority of the group had accepted the new policy. I 
can say there were some who didn’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. There has been testimony that some withdrew as 
a result of the issue over the Duclos letter. This was the latter part 
of 1945, or the early part of 1946, when you returned to the party. 
My recollection is some had withdrawn about that time. 

Mrs. Berrows. That is true. One of the things which struck me at 
that time was, there were so many different people in the club. Many 
old faces had disappeared and many new ones that I hadn’t seen 
before had appeared. While I was trying to get my bearings in this 
new situation and becoming more and more dissatisfied and disgusted 

vith the meetings, an incident came up around that time which sort 
of crystallized my thinking. There was a man named Albert Maltz, 
whom I admired a great ‘ical, You see, one of the greatest appeals 
the party had for artists and people in the show business was that 
being a good artist in itself was being a good citizen, and was con- 
tributing something of value to the country and to the community. 
Now a discussion arose in which, I believe, Mr. Maltz took the posi- 
tion that an artist should write and create the truth as he saw it and 
felt it, and that political knowledge was not necessary to know the 
truth or to state the truth. I think he gave examples of authors who 
had been actually reactionary, and still had been ca artists, and that 
was also true as I saw it. One of the examples which sticks in my 
mind was Balzac. He wrote of this in an article which I re * and 
I liked it very much. I respected Mr. Maltz very much. I didn’t 
really know him personally, but had read some of his books and 
admired him greatly. 

Mr. Tavenner. In that article, did he take the position that art 
should not be used as a weapon ¢ 

Mrs. Burrows. I think that was certainly the gist of what was 
ae I don’t, of course, recall the exact words. I think I have said 

hat I respected Mr. Maltz very much as an artist, and a creative man, 
<a a man of dignity and stature in his world. After he wrote that 
article, he was severely reprimanded—-I don’t remember by whom— 
some bigwig in the Communist Party—and he was told that he was 
so wrong—that art is a weapon and that it must be used, and it must 
be slanted, and it is very important for the artist to incorporate in his 
work his ar views. At any rate, I know they were very much 

igainst what Mr. Maltz had said. He was forced to, or allowed him- 
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self to be forced to publicly recant his position. I attended a large 
meeting in Hollywood in which Mr. Maltz got up and made a speech 
and said how wrong he had been, and blamed himself for having fallen 
into such a grave error, and said art was a weapon and had to be used 
as a weapon. He publicly disgraced and humiliated himself. It was 
a terrible spectacle to see a man I had always respected behave in this 
way. I decided that, with the constant changes taking place in the 
Communist Party, it was impossible to be a Communist and have 
freedom of thought and dignity as a human being. It was a dictator- 
ship, and as such, was degrading to the people in it. I left the party 
after that. 

Mr. Tavenner. What would you place as the approximate time of 
your leaving the Communist Party ?¢ 

Mrs. Burrows. I would have to say it was in 1946. I can’t say 
exactly. It was certainly not later than that, I am quite sure. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a result of your Communist Party experience 
and your knowledge that you acquired of the Communist Party activ- 

ities while living in Hollywood, did you discern any efforts on the part 

of the Communist Party to influence its members in the expression of 
their art in such a way that it might be said that they were dictating 
how one should practice his art, or how one should think about 
matters of his art ¢ 

Mrs. Burrows. Well, I didn’t run into that myself in the radio 
group in Hollywood, other than having been an observer in the Albert 
Maltz case. I believe that was a rather widespread attitude among 
the writers in Hollywood. After that, and after having left the 
party, I have been very aware in later years of the attitude of the 
Soviet Union, for instance, to their artists. They have really, I think, 
destroyed fine artists and fine musicians. I think of the names of 
Shostakovitch and Prokofieff. I know only of what I have read in the 
newspapers and what musical critics have mentioned, but I have felt 
Shostakovich and Prokofieff were both very much damaged, and their 
musical talent stifled and destroyed by the dictators in Russia saying 
about what they should write and what is good music, and that music 
should be to express political beliefs, and so forth. I would say, judg- 
ing from what I have read in the papers, there is no question that 
Russia dictates completely to her artists and is destroying them r: ap- 
idly. I know artists cannot grow in an atmosphere where there isn’t 
— te freedom of thought. 

. Tavenner. Asa result of your own e xper ience in the party, and 
your Shales ations, are you of the opinion that the Communist Party 
does exert thought control on its members? 

Mrs. Burrows. Very definitely. Very definitely. I think that you 
are required to think exactly as the central power wants you to think. 

Mr. Verpe. You mean as the heirarchy thinks? 

Mrs. Burrows. Heirarchy, or whoever it is, that makes the Com- 
munist policies in this country. I don’t know who makes it, but those 
who dictate policy in the party are required to follow that line. 

Mr. Tavenner. If I understand your testimony correctly, it is pre- 
cisely for that reason that you left the party ? 

Mrs. Burrows. That is right. It is exactly right. I am very much 
igainst that kind of dictatorship, and when I was sure the Communist 
Party in this country really was a dictatorship, that was when I left 
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Mr. Veupe. Again, when was that? 

Mrs. Burrows. That would be in 1946. I can’t say exactly when. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was any eilort made at a later date to have you re- 
instated in the Communist Party ¢ 

Mrs. Burrows. No: no one ever wanted me to become a member 
again because by the time I left they considered me a good riddance. 
Nobody wanted me back. I have made my beliefs very clear. 

Mr. Tavenner. When were you and Abe Burrows married? 

Mrs. Burrows. October 2. 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you leave California? As I understand 
it. vou now reside in New York? 

Mrs. Burrows. Yes, I do. It was 4 years ago, I think. 

Mr. Gana. 1949. 

Mrs. Burrows. Yes, 1949. 

Mr. Tavenner. Again I want to say that I don’t want to ask you any 
questions at this time regarding your affiliation with the Communist 


Party in Seattle, as you have already told us in a general way about 
your experience there, but I would like you to tell the committee who 
pl: vyed a part in having you reafhiliate with the Communist Party in 


1944—I believe that was about the time you described—after you came 
to oe ood. 

. Burrows. You mean who spoke to me about it specifically ¢ 
oi TAvENNER. Ye 
Mis. Burrows. I have been trying to recall, and I cannot be very 

definite about it. It could have been He nry Blankfort. I kept seeing 
the same people socially that I saw at the meetings, so it all sort of 
runs together in my mind. Henry Blankfort was the chairman of 
the radio group at that time, and I think it may have been him who 
contacted me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall how many persons were members of 
the group when you first affiliated with them ? 

Mrs. Burrows. I would guess about 15 or 20, That was the usual 
make up of a group. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. About how many composed the unit when you left 
the group ! 

Mrs. Burrows. About the same. The attendance fluctuated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you able at this time to state definitely which 
persons were members of the first group, as distinguished from the 
group after your return to it? 

Mrs. Burrows. I couldn’t say that definitely. I could for a few 
people I recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am going to ask you if you can identify certain 
persons as members of that radio group, and in doing that—if you 
have any definite information as to whether or not the individual left 
the party at that time—lI would like you to so state—and also identify 
the person as a member of the group before you left it in April of 
1945—also if they were members of the group after you returned to 
the party in 1946. You have mentioned the name of Henry Blank- 
fort. Was Sam Moore a member of that group ? 

Mrs. Burrows. Yes: Sam Moore attended meetings of the radio 
group. I would like to pre face this for the record by saying that the 
people I recall are people who attended some meetings of the radio 
group—some very few, to my knowledge, and some came regularly. 
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Whether or not they were actual party members is beyond my knowl- 
edge, but I can tell you whether or not they attended our meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. By that you mean you are unable to say whether a 
card had been issued to them ¢ 

Mrs. Burrows. Yes; there were instances where people would come 
to a few meetings which I recall, and I assumed at the time these peo 
ple were not actual members. For instance, I recall a girl who said 
she was a page for NBC and who came to one meeting and wrote down 
everyone’s name who was there on a list. No one had ever heard of 
her, and she never came to another meeting. I remember several! other 
occasions on which people came, and I thought they were new mem- 
bers, but they never came again. Either they were not members—or 
they left the party almost immediately, ] have no way ot knowing 
personally. That is the only point | am trying to make. 

Mr. Tavenner. In asking you these various questions, about these 
persons, I wish you would tell the committee whether or not their 
attendance was regular enough, and continuous enough, that you con- 
sidered them members of your particular group—and also whether 
or not their participation in the meetings was of such character as to 
indicate to you they were members of the group the same as you. If 
I ask you the name of any person, and in your judgment that person 
didn’t live up to these requirements, please so state. I asked you before 
about Sam Moore. So let me ask you the question again. Did Sam 
Moore attend the meetings with such regularity and participate in 
them in such a way as to indicate to you he was a member of the 
group / 

Mrs. Burrows. Yes, he did. Sam Moore was in the radio group, and 
attended the same meetings as I, up until the time I left. 

Mr. Tavenner. Georgia Backus? 

Mrs. Burrows. Georgia Backus was a member over the full period 
of time that I recall in Hollywood, and active in meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. Hy Alexander? 

Mrs. Burrows. The same is true of Hy Alexander. 

Mr. Tavenner. Robin Short ? 

Mrs. Burrows. Robin Short was in very briefly, at the beginning in 
Hollywood, and I don’t know what happened to him after that. 
Whether he left the party, or entered another group, I don’t know. 

Mr. TAveNNER. But he did attend meetings of the group? 

Mr. Burrows. Yes, he did. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that is the first group ? 

Mrs. Burrows. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Pauline Lauber? 

Mrs. Burrows. Pauline Lauber was attending meetings in the be- 
ginning, when I first went. She didn’t remain very long, either, but 
she was active in the meetings while she was there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether or not she was a functionary 
in the party ? 

Mrs. Burrows. No; I don’t. If she was a functionary in the party 
I don’t remember it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Dwight Hauser ? 

Mrs. Burrows. Dwight Hauser was a member of the first radio 
group. He only attended a few of the meetings I attended. As I say, 
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he was attending regularly, but I believe he had dropped out some 
time before I went back in again. 

Mr. Tavenner. Paul McVey? 

Mrs. Burrows. The same is true of Paul McVey. I think he was 
in the early group, and I think he had dropped out when I went back in. 

Mr. Tavenner. Lynn Whitney ? 

Mrs. Burrows. Lynn Whitney I cannot definitely place in either 
group. I know she attended some meetings. I don’t know, however, 
if she was in the first or the last group. 

Mr. Tavenner. Hallie Jonas? 

Mrs. Burrows. Hallie Jonas was a member of the first group, and 
I believe she had dropped out by the time I went back in. 

Mr. Tavenner. Pauline Hopkins? 

Mrs. Burrows. Pauline Hopkins was one of the people I saw for 
the first time after my illness. I didn’t see a great deal of her because 
I was not attending meetings regularly then and dropped out shortly 
after that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether or not she was the wife of 
Owen Vinson ? 

Mrs. Burrows. Yes; she was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was the Owen Vinson a member of the group? 

Mrs. Burrows. Yes; he was at these meetings when I went back in. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether he was a treasurer of the 
group at the time you were a member ? 

Mrs. Burrows. I don’t remember that for sure myself. I under- 
stand he Says he was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Gene Stone? 

Mrs. Burrows. He was one of the new faces. 

Mr. Tavenner. Annette Harper? 

Mrs. Burrows. Annette Harper, like Lynn Whitney, I can’t place 
definitely. It sort of fades out in my memory. I do know she at- 
tended some meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mean you are unable to state in which group 
was you saw her attend meetings. 

Mrs. Burrows. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you definite in your recollection that she did 
attend meetings of the radio group ¢ 

Mrs. Burrows. Yes: she attended some of the meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. Sylvia Richards? 


It 


Mrs. Burrows. She was in the group when I went back in, and 
atte) de | very fow meetings. to my knowledge. 
Mr. Tavenner. Nina Klowden ? 


Mrs. Burrows. Nina Klowden was a member of the new group. 
As I say, I didn’t see any of the people much at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Angela Clarke? 

Mrs. Burrows. I don’t remember Angela Clarke clearly, or which 
period I remember her from. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. But you are positive in your recollection that she 
attended meetings of the radio group? 

Mrs. Burrows. Yes, I think so. 

Mr. Tavenner. Charles Glenn? 
Mrs. re pom Charles Glenn was a member of the new group when 

came DackK 1Nn, 
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Mr. Tavenner. Elaine Gonda? 

Mrs. Burrows. The same is true of Elaine Gonda. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mitchell Lindemann ? 

Mrs. Burrows. She was a member of the new group. 

Mr. Tavenner. Reuben Ship? 

Mrs. Burrows. I think Reuben Ship was part of the new group. 

Mr. TavenNer. Billy Wolff? 

Mrs. Burrows. I can’t place Billy Wolff exactly asto time. I think 
he was part of the new group. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Leon Meadows? 

Mrs. Burrows. I think he was part of the new group, too. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall anything in particular with regard 
to his participation in Communist Party meetings? 

Mrs. Burrows. I have a rather personal recollection of Mr. Mead- 
ows. Mr. Meadows had been very unpleasant and even rather insult- 
ing to me when I expressed my differences of opinion with the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the time—you are speaking now of the time you 
were disagreeing with the new line of the Communist Party after the 
ouster of Earl Browder? 

Mrs. Burrows. Yes, I believe that was the first time I ever saw him. 

Mr. Tavenner. That incident makes your memory clear in regard 
to Mr. Meadows? 

Mrs. Burrows. It was not just the main incident, but also his atti- 
tude that I remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell the committee what one person took 
the lead in the arguments ensuing from the receipt of the Duclos letter, 
while you were there? 

Mrs. Burrows. Well, that is a little hard to say. The group never 
had any real leadership of any kind, before or after, but as I say—I 
remember Leon Meadows talking and Mr. Lindemann had some kind 
of leadership in the group, and other than that I don’t know. The 
discussions were general and everybody took part. 

Mr. Tavenner. You didn’t affiliate with the Communist Party at 
any time after you left after 1946? 

Mrs. Burrows. No. 

Mr. Vevpe. And don’t intend to, I presume? 

Mrs. Burrows. I’d like to never even think of it again! 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there any other activity in this group—the radio 
group—of the Communist Party, which you can tell the committee 
about ? 

Mrs. Burrows. No, I can’t think of anything specifically. This 
radio group never engaged in any real political activity of any kind. 
It limited itself to discussions, and even the discussions were not ter- 
ribly political in content. My recollection of the group is that 90 
percent of the time we spent in talking about craft problems, AFRA 
problems, and the guild problems. In particular, during the period 
in which I was active—and that was largely a period of trying to elect 
President Roosevelt—there was a good deal of discussion, but the main 
thing we talked about was the campaign for President Roosevelt. 
When I came back, as I have stated, I didn’t attend very long after 
that—my recollection of the meetings was that we were arguing a good 
bit of the time, and the people were trying to understand what the 
new policy was all about. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Were you given Communist Party pamphlets or 
documents to read and study ¢ 

Mrs. Burrows. There was always Communist literature at all the 
meetings spread out on the table, and the understanding was we were 
to read it, but it was never specifically given to anyone. 

Mr. Vexvpr. Did your radio group do any work on behalf of the 
Free Browder movement / 

Mrs. Burrows. No; not that I know of. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was any position taken in your meetings of a nature 
to encourage the members of the group to become affiliated with what 
are termed Communist-front groups? 

Mrs. Burrows. Yes, 1 think so. I think that it was considered im- 
portant to belong to as many organizations as possible, and to attempt 
to influence the policies and the workings of these organizations. 
They thought they were doing it for a good purpose. They thought 
they were right about everything, and that they should furnish lead 
ership to everybody else. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall following that particular plan if you 
became a member of any Communist-front organization ? 

Mrs. Burrows. No; I don’t. I didn’t join any organization. I 
didn’t take part in any activities other than the Roosevelt campaign. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether or not functionaries of the 
Communist Party from a high level appeared from time to time 
before your group as lecturers ? 

Mrs. Burrows. No; I don’t recall anything of that kind. To my 
knowledge they didn’t do that with our group. We were sort of step- 
children, I think. No one ever came near us. 

Mr. Veupr. Let me say to Mrs. Burrows, for the record, that you 
have been a very intelligent and informative witness for the com- 
mittee, and have added a great deal to the fund of information which 
is already in store in committee files. For your willingness to co- 
operate, and furnish that information, you are given the committee’s 
thanks 

Mrs. Burrows. May I say something for the record ? 

Mr. Vetpe. You may. 

Mrs. Burrows. I would like to thank the committee, and say that 
I think the committee has been very fair, and very considerate, and I 
appreciate it. 

Mr. Vevpe. Thank you, Mrs. Burrows. If there are no more ques- 
tions, the hearing is now adjourned. 

(Whereupon this executive session was adjourned. ) 
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